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LOI MG PAU

Con voi 12 mot dong vat kha quen thudc vdi ching ta, xuat hién trong tranh 4nh, diéu
khic, ca dao, tuc ngit, cAu ve, bai hat ma dudng nhu khong may ai khong bi€t. Nguyén
thuy, voi dugc nudi nhu mot gia sic, ding trong viéc chuyén chd va di chuyén. C6 thé
néi trong khi ngya 13 phuong tién di chuyén mang wu thing cho nhitng din tdc viing sa
mac thi voi lai con da dung hon d6i véi nhitng qudc gia Nam A. Voi khong nhitng dugc
diing trong nhitng cong tic ning né nhu xiy cat, van tdi ma con dugc st dung nhu mot
phuong tién di chuyén trong rirng sdu. V4i s6 lugng phong phi va d& dang sin bit tai
rirng gid, voi da hién dién trong lich st cic quoc gia Pong Nam A tir thdi thugng cd.
Nii ritng TAy Nguyén ndi ti€ng 1im voi nén Ai Lao d3 mot thdi mang tén nudc 1a Van
Tugng.

Cho t&i ngy nay, cong tdc huan luyén voi dé thainh mdt loai gia stic vin con khd phd
bien tir An Do dén viing Dong Nam A mic dii vi bi sin bit nhidu dé€ 14y nga nén
giong vat hién lanh ndy dang trén da diét chliing. Mu6n thuan héa mot con voi, ngudi
ta mat vai ba nim vdi nhitng phuong phap rdo ri€t va cdng phu doi hdi mot trinh ty git
gao va nguy hi€m nén viéc xdy dung mot doi tugng binh can thdi gian va nhitng ngudi
huan luyén c6 chuyén mén.' Riéng trong bai nay ching t6i nhdn manh vio vai trd clia
con voi trong cdng tdc chi€n dau, nhat 12 déng gép clia tugng binh trong trin dinh mia
xudn nam Ky Déu (1789).

Hinh 1
Voi chié&n triéu Nguyén

! Hién nay nhitng dan toc thi€u s6 & cao nguyén Trung Phdn Viét Nam vAn rit chuyén nghiép trong viéc
sin bit va thuin héa voi, hing nim thudng cé nhitng cudc dién hianh va bi€u dién trong nhitng dip
khénh ti€t. (John R. Jones, Vietnam Now, Aston Publications, 1989 tr. 94)



TONG QUAT

Voi A Chau

Trén thé gidi ngay nay, s lugng voi A Chau chi con rit it, chii y&u 12 viing Pong Nam
A, nhung s luong chi khodng 1/10 s& voi con & Phi Chau. Theo thdng ké cta National
Elephant Institute of Thailand thi cdch day hon 2 th€ ky (1782), Thdi Lan c6 khodng
200,000 con voi rirng, dau thé ky XX (1900) chi con 100,000 nhung d&én 2002 thi chua
diy 2000 con. Voi § Indonesia, Mi€n Pién ciing ngdy cang hi€m dan. O nudc ta thi chi
con rat it.

Quac gia So lugng °
An D¢ (56 ligu 2002) 24, 270 (con)
Sri Lanka 3,160 — 4,405
Nepal 41 - 60
Bhutan 60 - 100
Bangladesh 195 - 239
Mién Dién 4,639 - 5000
Thdi Lan 1,300 — 2,000
Campuchia 200 - 500
Lao 950 - 1,300
Viét Nam 109 - 144
Ma Lai A 800 — 1,200
Indonesia - Sumatra 2,800 — 4,800
Indonesia - Borneo 1,000 — 1,500

Voi thich tim, bdi 16i gidi va tuy to 16n nhung lai c¢6 thé bdi lién tuc 30 km khong cin
nghi vi c¢6 thé dua voi 1én khéi mit nudc d€ thd mot cach dé dang. Voi sdng thanh dan
trong thién nhién, mdi dan khodng 20 con. Voi cdi chia nhau chim séc cdc voi con va
thudng chon mot con khoé manh nhat lam ddu dan. Trung binh voi c6 thé song khodng
60 tudi va voi cdi khodng 20 tudi mdi bit dau sinh con, mdi 14n mang thai tir 19 dén 22
thang, cdch nhau tir 2 d€n bén nim mot 1an va mot ddi voi c6 thé sinh d€n 7 con voi
con.

Bdng so sdanh voi A chdu va voi Phi Chdu

Voi A Chau Voi Phi Chau

* Tai liéu vé voi A Chau ciia IUCN (IUCN’s Species Survival Commission’s Asian Elephant Specialist
Group) trich trong “Voi A Chau” Kinh Pién tap chi, Pai Loan, thang 7, 2002 tr. 39




Tén khoa hoc Elephas maximus Loxodonta africana
Trong lugng 3-5tin 4—7tin
Chiéu cao 1.8 — 3 mét 3 — 4 mét
Ngoadi da Twong ddi nhin, mau nhat Da nhiéu v&t nhin, mau dim
Xuong suon 20 doi 21 doi
Tai Nhé L6n (g4p 3 voi A chiu)
Xuong song Thing hay giita hoi cong 1én Giita 16m xu6ng
Nga Voi duc c6 nga dai, voi céi C3 hai giong déu cé nga, voi
nga nhd, it khi dai qud moi duc dai hon
Pdu voi Mot chia Hai chia
Do dn C4 1a chinh y&u L4 ciy la chinh y€u
S6 lugng con ton tai 35,000 — 50,000 300,000 — 600,000

Voi duc thudng thudng song mot minh, khi d§ 14 tudi thi r&i dan ra & riéng nhung phai
dén 17 tudi mdi phat duc, khi cidn giao phdi thi quay trd lai din, mdi nim cé tir vai
tuan d&n vai thing trd nén hung dir.

Voi mit kém, chi tréng dugc chirng 10 mét nhung lai c6 tai ddnh hoi, c6 thé ngiti dude
mii & xa vai cAy s6. Khi voi rong 1én, ti€ng vang c6 thé truyén xa d&€n 5 km dé con
duc va con cdi tim dén nhau. Voi trudng thanh trung binh mot ngdy phai dn khodng
100 dén 150 kg thuc vat, udng tir 80 d&€n 160 lit nudc nhung bd may tiéu hod kém nén
chi hap thu dudc khodng 40% s& lugng dd in.

Con Voi Trong Van Minh Nam A

Nghién cttu v& vin minh Nam A ai ai ciing thiy voi déng mdt vai trd khd quan trong
trong ddi song va ton gido. Voi hién dién trong nghé thuat, thuong mai va ca chinh tri
nita. Khong nhu voi Phi Chau hung dit va khé thuin héa (domesticated), voi A Chau
hién lanh va than thién hon, lai rat trung thanh véi chii. Trong nhitng di chi c6 hang
ngan nim trude T.L. dd thdy nhitng hinh tugng vé voi. Nhiéu qudc gia cé tuc 1& thd voi
tring nhu mot bi€u tugng linh thiéng va ddu hiéu clia phi cudng. O nudce ta thi trang tri
trén cic dung cu ddi Pong Son di thdy c6 hinh voi nhung c6 1& thdi ky dé voi chi méi
12 mot da thd ma c6 nhin trong thdy nén ghi lai chit chua dugc thuidn héa d€ thanh
mdt sinh vat gin giii v6i ddi s6ng con ngudi.’

Dic biét nhat, cdc dan toc Pong Nam A tin ring n€u bit dudc voi tring (thuc ra khong
phdi voi tring ma chi 12 mau nhat hon, loang 16 — pale reddish-brown color) thi coi nhu
dau hiéu cia mot thdi ky thanh binh, thinh tri. Voi tring c¢6 10ng tring trén lung, mit

? Lich st nudc ta ciing ¢6 dé cap dén nhiéu danh nhin cudi voi nhu Hai Ba Trung, Ba Triéu ... nhung
nhitng ngudi nay déu c6 gdc tich phdt xuat tir viing trung va thugng du, khu vuc cla ngudi Viét c6
(Mudng) chit khong phai din viing ddng biing chiu thd song Hong.




mau vang nhat va cling hién hon voi thudng. Ngudi Thdi Lan goi voi tring 1a Chang
Pheuak nghia 13 voi bach tang (albino elephant). Voi tring chi d€ tugng trung vi khong
diing vio viéc gi cd mic diu d6i khi vua chia ciing cudi d€ ching té uy quyén hoang
gia. P c6 nhiéu cudc chi€n tranh dAm mdu gitta Xiém La va Mi&n Dién chi vi tranh
gianh voi tring.*

Phat gido cling c6 nhiéu lién hé d&n voi. Phd Hién bd tdt (Samantabhadra) cudi voi
tring sdu nga tugng trung cho tri hué chié€n thing sidu gidc quan. Ngudi An b6 con
nhin cdch héa con voi trong hinh 4nh mdt vi thAn dau voi minh ngudi (Ganesha) tugng
trung cho may min, khong ngoan, kién nhin dugc thd nhu mot ki€u Than Tai ndi cdc
tiém budn va ngin hang. Ngoai ra, thin diu voi minh ngudi ciing tugng trung cho tiéu
ngd (Small Being) hdp nhat véi dai nga (Cosmic Being).

Voi ciing tugng trung cho siic manh vd uy quyén clia vuong triéu (symbol of royal
power and domination). Thin Siva, chii t€ clia vii tru va thién tinh d8i nghich véi su 4c
ciing 12 hinh tugng cta voi.® Vi voi 1a con vat khon nhit trong cdc loai thi nén theo
truyén thuyét, Phat Thich Ca khi nhiap vao trong bung miu hiu Sirimahamaya qua
hinh ddng mot con bach tugng, 4m chi ngai 13 mot bac hién gid gidng sinh. Tinh chi't
thiéng liéng cla con vt to I6n nay da trd thanh mot thd tin ngudng cla cdc dan tdc
Pong Nam A va nhiéu 1& nghi, cting t& con ton tai dudi triéu Nguyén do chinh triéu
dinh chi truong va dai tho.’

Ching ta c¢6 thé tim thiy hinh voi trén khip cdc dén dai va tranh 4nh & Nam A, linh
thiéng cling c6 ma trang tri cling c6. Ngudi Java thi thd thin diu voi Ganesha 1a thin
hoc hanh, rdt phd bi€n trong céc diéu tugng cda ho®. Trong nhiéu phi diéu (relief
carvings) clia ngudi Chan Lap (Cambodia) miéu t lai cdc trin ddnh déu thdy chd
trdéng cudi voi chung v6i quan linh di bd, cudi ngua va di thuyén.’

Tuy nhién trong quan su voi lai c6 mot vai trd dic biét hon va cling déng gép rat nhiéu
vio nhitng bi€n chuyén chinh tri thdi Trung CS. Mic diu nhiéu vua chida va danh
tréng Au chiu di dung voi trong chi€n trdn, nhung voi khong phai 1 mot binh Iuc

* Voi tring dugc phan loai tuy theo mic do dam nhat, nhiéu it. Hang qui nhat “c6 mdt mau hdng hay
vang, da ndu dd nhat, vanh tai va dau vdi mau tring, méng chan tring va 16ng mau dd” (pink and
yellow eyes, a light reddish-brown skin, white at the edge of the ears and at the top of the trunk, white
toenails and red hair) Chandin Flood, The Dynastic Chronicles Bangkok Era The First Reign (Volume
Two: Annotations and Commentary) (Tokyo: The Centre for East Asian Cultural Studies, 1990) tr. 57

> Alain Daniélou, The Gods of India — Hindu Polytheism (New York: Inner Traditions Internationals, Ltd.
1985) tr. 293

® Alain Daniélou, sdd tr. 283

" Alexander B. Woodside, Vietnam and the Chinese Model (Mass: Harvard University Press, 1971) tr. 25
¥ Hugo Munsterberg, Art of India ans Southeast Asia (New York: Harry N. Abrams, Inc., 1970) tr. 208

’ Hugo Munsterberg, sdd tr. 245-6



thudng xuyén va chi y&u nhu nhitng quéc gia trong ving Nam va Pong Nam A. Voi
vira c6 uy th€ vi than hinh to 16n clia con vat, lai hitu hiéu trong viéc diéu khién dé
bi&n chiing thanh nhitng chi€n xa uy hi€p ky binh. Nhiéu thdi dai voi con dudc trang bi
giap tru va diéu dong theo ddi hinh hay bi€u dién cho cong chiing. Cic phdi doan
thuong nhan Au Chau tirng chitng ki€n nhitng cudc tranh tai giita voi va hd ¢ Xiém La,
Java, va Viét Nam va nhitng doan voi hang trim con clia nhiéu vuong quoc da lam
kinh ngac st than nhiéu nuéc.'

' Anthony Reid, Southeast Asia in the Age of Commerce 1450-1680 (Yale University Press: 1988 V. 1) tr.
183-5



TUONG BINH

Ctt theo sit sdch thi c6 1& tugng binh phat xui' tir An Do6. Trong kinh Phit da c6 dé cap
dén vua Bimbisara clia xit Magadha ¢6 mdt doi voi 16n va hitu hiéu trong chién dau,
dudc huin luyén cin thin thudng dugc dua di ddu d€ phd v& ddi hinh clia dich, dinh
sdp cdc rao can, cng thanh va cdc chuéng ngai khdc. Voi ciing dude diing nhu linh
canh doanh trai va truyén tin khi thing tran."' Mot dan voi ciing c¢6 thé diing nhu mot
chi€c ciu luu dong d€ vuot qua khe sudi hay song nong. Voi ciing dudc che bing gidp
da, nga chudt nhon bit sit.

Vao khodng thé€ ky thit IV trudc Cong Nguyén, mdt vi vua rit diing manh thién chién
1a Chandragupta Maurya da thanh 13p dugc mot d€ qudc rong 16n bao phii gan hét khu
vuc An Po va Afghanistan hién nay, di t& chiic dugc mot ddi quin 16n, trang bi ddy
di, c6 khi 1én d&n 70 van quin, 9000 con voi va 10,000 chi€n xa.'> Mot ngudi Trung
Hoa 12 Sung Yun dén thim vuong quéc Hunas vao dau th& ky thit VI cé md ta voi xit
nay c6 budc guom vao voi khi ra trin nhung chi ti€t nay khong thdy dé cip trong cédc
tai liéu khédc."”

Dén thé ky thit X1, vuong qudc Ghazni clia ngudi Dot Quyét (Turks) theo dao Hdi (nay
1a Afghanistan) ciing nhidu 1dn tAn cong cdc thanh phd, dén dai ctia ngudi An. Nim
1186, Muhammad Ghuri ti€n ddnh Tarain, tuy ngudi An d6ng hon nhung voi cia ho
khong linh dong bing chién xa clia ngudi Turks nén bi dai bai, chét hang chuc van
nguoi.

Vao giita thé ky thit XV, d€ quéc Vijayanagara ¢ nam An P6 di xdy nhitng phong
vom rat 16n, tdng cdng 11 cdi d€ lam chudng nudi voi chi€n. Nhiéu diéu tugng hinh voi
diing voi quin dich quan con ton tai d€n ngay nay.

Trong lich s dd c6 nhiéu chi€n cdng dua trén tugng binh, dién hinh 13 dudi thdi hai vi
vua ndi ti€ng clia Xiém La 12 Ram Kamheng va Naresuen.'* P&i v6i mot s6 qudc gia,
chi€n dau trén diu voi 124 mot hanh vi anh diing va qui phdi (the most noble form of
single combat). Theo st Xiém La, sau khi vua Intr’araja (1408-1424) biang ha, hai

''... to proclaim a king’s victory in his capital. Sarva Daman Singh, Ancient Indian Warfare (Delhi:
Motilal Banarsidass Publishers, 1997) tr. 84. Viét Nam ciing diing voi dé truyén 16 (goi tén nhitng ngudi
tring tuyén céc ky thi)

2 Lucill Schulberg, Historic India (New York: Time-Life Books, 1968) tr. 77

13 A.L. Basham, The Wonder That Was India (New York: Grove Press, Inc., 1959) tr. 129

14 Anthony Reid, sdd. tr. 124



ngudi con trai 16n da thdch diu bing cdch cudi voi x6ng vao nhau va cd hai cung
~ 15
chét.

e 2, N ~ A
T6 chic va huin luyén

Voi diing trong chi€n diu ciing khac hin nhitng con voi dugc thuan hoa dé dung trong
cdc doan luu dién hay trong 1€ lac va ciing khdng giéng nhu mot gia sic ma nhi¢u dan
toc ding trong cong viéc hang ngay. Nhiéu khi ngudi ta chi can so sdnh ddi tugng binh
clia mdt qudc gia ciing di danh gid sitc manh quin sy clia nudc 4y va doan voi trin
thudng dugc diing nhu mot cach pho truong trong cac budi ti€p st thain nudc ngoai. Voi
tran dudc tuy€n lya k§ cang trong cic voi duc, nga dai, to 16n, khoé manh va trdi qua
mdt chuong trinh huan luyén chit chg.'® Quan trong nhit 1a 1am sao cho voi khong bi
kinh hoang khi nghe ti€ng siing. Ngudi ta thudng diing voi cdi d€ du voi dyc hay giy
giong vdi voi ritng ngd hau c6 voi con dao tao thanh voi chién.

Chiing ta khong biét quan Tdy Son diéu dong tugng binh nhu thé nao nhung tai liéu
cla Xiém La c6 néi vé phuong thitc cia ho. Khic vdi hinh dnh chiing ta thudng hinh
dung, tuéng ra tran khong ngdi trén banh voi uy nghi nhu khi dién hanh ma cudi trén
¢6 voi, mang theo mdt thanh dao dai c6 méc, vira dé chi€n dau vira d€ diéu khién con
vat. Chi c6 & vi tri d6, vién tuéng mSi d& dang kiém sodt dudce doi hinh clia bén minh.
Khi can ra 1énh cho quin linh ti€n thodi, ngudi chi huy néi hodc ra ddu cho mot ky
hiéu vién (signaller) ngdi & trén banh voi (howdah) phia sau, ngudi dé sé truyén dat
hiéu 1énh cia chi twdng bing cdch vy hai chi€c 16ng cong theo nhitng qui dinh truéc.
Banh voi c6 che nhitng long tron (circular canopies) goi 1a chatras — nhiéu hay it ting
tuy theo cAp bac cla chd twdng. Ngdi sau banh voi gin dudi voi 12 ngudi cim 14i
(steerer), xua voi di bing mot ciy giy dai. Khi dd c6 hod khi, ngudi cAm 14i thudng
dudc trang bi thém mot khau siing di€u thuong deo sau lung va mot thanh ki€m d€ ty

A 17
ve.

Vao th& ky XVIII, voi dugc ding d€ 1am vat cudi cho tuéng lanh thém uy nghi hay
diing d€ chuyén chd sting 16n nhung khi xung trin thi chi bin dugc siing loai nhd nhu

'3 Chula Charrabongse, Lords of Life — A History of the Kings of Thailand (revised edition) (London:
Alvin Redman, 1967) tr. 29

Vi i 1& voi duc (c6 ngd) va voi cdi (khong nga) chénh léch rdt xa nén viéc tim bit va huén luyén dé
c6 dugc mdt dan voi chi€n rat ton kém, mat nhi€u thdi gid (voi phdi mat khodng 15 nim mdi trudng
thanh). Vi th€ mic dau tugng binh c6 thé dong nhung chii y&u 1a d€ chuyén chd hay d€ cudi con voi dé
diing trong chi&€n dau rat it. C6 thé so sianh voi chi€n ciing nhu g noi, ki€m dugc mot con vat di tiéu
chuén d€ hudn luyén thanh chi€n tugng khong phai d&. Voi chi€n lai chi nghe 15i mot ngudi nén mudn
tap cho né nghe hi€u vai ba thit ti€ng lai cang khé khin. Nhiu qudc gia ¢6 nhitng dan voi hang nghin
con nhung voi chi&n chi thudng vai chuc.

17 Chula Charrabongse, sdd tr. 40-1



jingalls'® hay ho4 mai. Nam 1764, Mién Dién di dem tGi 5000 con voi, trén lung dit
sing dé€ tdn cong vio Ayutthaya (Xiém La sau niy) nhung khong thanh c()ng.19 Vé
phia quin Xiém trong mot doan quan mang cd hang ngan con voi cling khong phai la
chuyén hi€m.* St sdch chép vé nhitng cudc chién giita cac dan toc ving Pong Nam A
dudng nhu trin danh ndo ciing c¢6 voi, st dung nhu mot phuong tién di chuyén va
chuyén chd ciing c6 ma d€ tin cong ciing c6. Tuy nhién, voi chi c6 thé dugc huin
luyén vao nhitng muc dich nhat dinh, khong thé vira dé chuyén chd, vira d€ chién dau
nhu nhiéu ngudi IAm tudng.

Vao thdi cd, trén lung mdi con voi trin thudng c6 mdt ddi quan nho nhé diing cic loai
v6 khi tAm xa nhu cung nd, lao (javelin), gido dai &€ md rong tAm sat hai. Ngudi nai
voi ( hay qudn tugng, mahout) ding méc sit ddnh vio mot vét thuong & dau voi dé
kich thich cho ching ndi dién 1én khi ciAn xung phong.*' Voi c¢6 thé hi€u dugc ti€ng
ngudi va it khi ngudi nai phdi ding dén bién phap manh.

Vao th€ ky XVIII va dau thé ky XIX, voi dugc dung d€ chd mot hay hai khiu dai bac
hay nhu mot phdo dai (gun-platform) di dong, do hai hay ba xa thii diéu khién sing
nhd. Archibald Ross Cohquhoun trong The Truth About Tonkin xuit bdn nim 1884 da
Vi€t ring quan linh “khéng bao gio bdn trén dau voi ma phdi quay dudi vé phia dich
trudc khi vién dan né ra phia sau” (never fired over the animal’s head, its tails being
turned to the enemy before the piece was discharged from its back)™.

Hinh 2

'8 Sting than cong loai nhd

19 Ping Amranand, sdd tr. 58

0 Tan Heath, Armies of the Nineteenth Century: Asia (V.4 — Burma and Indo-China) 2003 tr. 144

' E. Hocquard, War and Peace in Hanoi and Tonkin (Bangkok: White Lotus Co. Ltd., 1999) tr. 161 ...
The mahout rides as if on horseback on the neck of the elephant; his feet hanging between the ear and the
shoulder of the animal. In his hand he holds a pointed hook armed with a short hatchet. In the middle of
its forehead the elephant has a small wound the size of a one france piece which has been made
deliberately, and which they prevent from closing up. The mahout directs his animal by touching the
qound with the point of his hook ...

2 trich lai theo Tan Heath, sdd. tr. 144



Voi chién ciia Xiém La

MJi con voi thudng phdi kém theo khodng hai muoi quan si, ngoai bon ngudi ngdi trén
lung con thém bon ngudi canh mdi chan d€ hod vé (tdng cdng 16 binh si vdy quanh voi).
Linh bdo vé dung gido, cung, dai phii, cdn, chuy, ciu liém, thiét tat 1&, ki€m ... chay
t6i chay lui d€ ngin dich.”

Trong chi&n tranh ¢8 di€n, con voi dugc miéu td nhu mot hé thong vii khi toan ning
(complete weapon system), vira 1a mdt phdo dai di dong phong thu, lai ciing 1a mdt
gian phéng hod tién vdi hod khi diing d€ tan cong. Tir nga voi, chdn voi, voi voi chd
nio ciing c6 thé dung lam vii khi va tao kinh hoang cho d6i phuong. Theo John
Steward thi vi ching ta chua tirng d6i dién vdi cdi chét trén chi€n trudng nén khong
hinh dung dugc ndi kinh hoang khi bi mot con vat khdng 16 vira dudi theo, vira kéu
rong. Con voi c6 thé st dung ci voi, chan, nga lam vii khi va con c6 thé cudn 14y nan
nhin rdi dua 1én cho qudn tugng tuy nghi xi¥ tri. Viéc nay thudng dugc thyc hién khi
hanh quy&t t6i nhin, nd 1& hay ti binh. **

Theo D. von Strautz trong The Annamese Army in 1885 va The Siamese Army in 1885
(Journal of the United Services Institution of India XVI, 1885) thi chud yéu voi dudc
diing @€ hic vao cira thanh vi mot khi da pha dugc rdi thi rdt hung hin, “dién cudng
rugt theo qudn tri dong, diung voi cudn Idy dich tung lén khong, réi dap cho chét khi

e S
roi xuong dar’”.

Nhitng con voi trAn c6 khi con dugc mic gidp bing da hay kim loai va theo Maurice
Collis, mdt ngudi chuyén mdn huin luyén voi, thi “... ddy la nhiing con vt dwoc dao
tao dé theo lénh lac mot cdach hung dit, sit dung nhu mot mii xung kich trong chién dau
va ciing la mot sdt thii giét nguoi bing cdch tung 1én, day dap, xé ndt (déi phuong) hon
nhién nhu tré tho” *°. Hién nay tai Tower of London con trung bay mdt b gidp cho
voi do quian Anh bit dudc trong trin danh Plassey nim 1757.

Tuy nhién voi khong phai chi dugc diing nhu mdt minh thi d€ gi€t dich thi ma con
dudc diéu dong trong nhitng cong tic chi€n thuit nhu xua dudi ky binh ciia dich va
thudng khi voi xuat hién thi mui cia né ciing di di khi€n cho ngua 16ng 1én. Voi ciing
dudc xua 1én dé 1am tan rd ddi phuong khi€n cho ddi hinh tin cong khong con thuc
hién dugc.

2 Sarva Daman Singh, sdd tr. 83

2 John Steward, “The Elephant in War”, MHQ (V. 3, N. 3, Spring 1991) tr. 60

% Tan Heath, sdd tr. 144

%0 Ping Amranand va William Warren, The Elephant in Thai Life & Legend (Bangkok: Monsoon Editions
Ltd, 1998) tr. 58 ... an animal trained to be obediently ferocious, in battle to wield a mightly sword, and,
as an executioner, to kill men by tossing, trampling, and rending them. Such monsters relished a bran
mash flavored with babies ...
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Poi hinh tugng binh nguyén thuy xud't phat tit An P9, dudc dp dung tai nhiéu qudc gia
khdc, miéu ta trong tic ph?fm Hindu Manners, Customs, and Ceremonies cia Abbe J.A.
Dubois viét hdi dau thé ky XIX nhu sau:

Hang ddu tién trong doi hinh tdn céng la voi. Nhitng con vat dé mang banh
(castle hay howdahs) trén lung, trong dé chita vai chién st cam lao (javelins)
dai. Nhung chiing ta khong nén tudng ldm rang nhitng cdi banh nay to lon nhu
mot s& bitc hoa da tudng tuong. Gidng nhu ngay nay van con thdy trong qudn
déi ciia mot s6’ tiéu viwong A Péng, nhitng cdi banh hay howdahs nay giong nhu
mot cdi hop khéng cdé ndp dai va to bang cdi givong, ddt ngang trén lung, chita
ndi sdu, bay cung thii néu ngdi theo kiéu A chau (ngdi xém). Mdc ddu con voi
rdt khoé, cé thé mang dugc hai khdu than céng va cdc phdo thii nhung ddu sao
né cing cé gidi han va néu chdt lén lung né mot s6 déong nguoi thi qua la mot

’ o \ s .~ A . R 27
gdnh ndng va dén voi ciing khéng chiu noi.

Van Vliet, ngudi ditng ddu Cong Ty Pong An Hoa Lan (Dutch East India Company) da
vi€t vé mot ngay 1& clia Xiém La trong Decsription of the Kingdom of Siam (Leyden,
1692) miéu t4 hoang gia di dang 1€ vat cho chu ting trong d6 c¢é cd doan tugng binh
nhu sau:

... Pdu tién la doan voi chitng 80 dén 100 con dugc trang diém rdt 1ong 14y theo
thit ty di tiv hoang cung qua ngdi dén chinh cé tén la Nappetat (Na Brah Dhatu).
Trén méi con voi ngoai hai nguoi dugc trang bi khi gidi la mot 6ng quan ngoi
trong mot chiéc nha nhé thép vang, ding trudc dé mot cdi chdu vang dung qudn
do va tdng phdm cho cdc tu si.

K& dé la 50 dén 60 voi nita, trén lung voi ngdi 2 hay 3 nguoi trang bi bing cung
tén. Sau doan voi, ciing ngoi trén lung voi la 5, 6 nguoi uy quyén nhdt ciia vuong
quoc, c6 mdy nguoi doi viong mién bang vang, tay cam hop trau bang vang hay
bac hodc nhitng vat phdm danh du la moén qua dugc nha vua ban cho. Méi
nguoi trong bon cé chirng 30 dén 60 tuy tong di dat.

Theo sau ho la mot doan qudn khodng chitng 800 dén 1000 ngudi cam gido,
dao, cung tén hay siing di€u thuong vdi rdt nhiéu co xi. Lan trong doan vé binh
nay cé chirng 70, 80 nguoi Nhdt dn mdc rdt hing trdng va cdm nhitng vi khi
tuyét hdo. Di sau quan linh la doan nhac céng choi kén, sdo, trong, ti va ..., dm
thanh ciia nhitng nhac khi nay hoa diéu rdt du duong.

Poan ngua va voi ciia nha vua dugc trang diém rdt ruc ré bdng vang, dd qui
theo sau la doan thi than mang cdc loai trdi cdy va cdc tdng phdm cung hién.

2 Ping Amranand, sdd tr. 62
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Rat déng cdc quan di theo sau nhitng thi than nay. Ké dén la gidi qui téc, di bo,
tay khoanh lai, nguoi khom xudng (tdt ca nhitng ai di trudc nha vua — din cudi
voi hay di b — déu phdi nhu thé), trong sé’ dé c6 nhitng nguoi ddi vicong mién.

Di theo sau la con voi dé (?) trang diém rdt dep bdng vang va dd qui. Sau con
voi la hai nguoi rdt uy thé, mot nguoi cam thanh kiém ciia hoang gia (royal
sword) va nguoi kia cam vwong hiéu (golden standard), trén cé cdm mot ld co.

Mot chiéc ngai vang diugc phu khiéng trén vai dé cho thdy cdc bdc tién viong du
hanh bang kiéu nhu thé nao, roi sau dé mdi dén hoang thuong mdc vuong phuc,
doi viwong mién hinh thdp ngoi trén lung voi. Pi chung quanh éng ta cé rdt
nhiéu qui tdc va triéu than. Sau nha vua la hoang tit, ngudi con chinh thitc ciia
hoang dé, khi dé méi 11 tudi.

Em trai vua, nguoi ké vi gan nhdt ciia hoang gia, ngdi trong mot cdn nha kin
trén lung voi ciing rdt ruc ré di ké tiép, theo sau la hoang thdi hdu, hoang hdu,
cdc hoang tit, cong chiia va phi tan ciia nha vua.

Sau ciing la cdc quan va nhitng nhdan vat quan trong trén lung ngua, roi khodng
300, 400 binh st chdm ditt doan dién hanh. Cd doan téng cong phdi dén 6000,
7000 nguoi ...**

Nhuoc di€m clia tugng binh

Mic dau voi déng mdt vai trd kha quan trong trong t& chiic binh bi clia cdc quoc gia
Pong Nam A, vira nhu mot chién xa xung kich lai nhuw mot phdo dai di dong va quin
xa van tdi, nhung khong phai khong cé nhitng nhuge di€m. Khong nhu cdc lodi gia stc,
voi vAn mang mot s6 dic tinh clia loai thd hoang diu dugc sinh ra sau khi voi me bi bit
va khdng bao gid c6 thé thuan hod hoan toan. Dt cho con vat c6 ngoan ngodn nghe 15i
nhung ngudc lai ngudi nudi voi ciing phai hoan tit mot sé bon phan ké ca cho in, cho
nghi, tim rira hang ngay ... n€u khong voi s& ndi khiing 1&én va c6 thé quay lai giét chi.
D6 12 mot sd trudng hdp d3 x4y ra trong cdc gdnh xi€c va nhiéu khi phin tng d6
khong x4y ra ngay tiic thi ma dugc lvu giit trong “b¢ nhé” d€ sau nay voi tra thit khi c6
dip. Chinh vi th€ viéc nuoi voi khong d& nhu ta tudng va nhi€u hanh vi bat thudng cia
con voi c6 thé do mot nguyén nhan xa xdi trong qud kh.

Tan Heath liét ké mot s& van dé ma ngudi chi huy phai quan tim:*

B H G. Quaritch Wales, Siamese State Ceremonies: Their History and Function (London: Bernard
Quaritch, Ltd., 1931) tr. 206-7
¥ Ian Heath, sdd tr. 28-30
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Hinh 3
Voi tai tinh ddu thoi Phdp thudc

- Tht nhat, voi di chuyén tuong ddi cham, tdc do dudng nidi khodng 1.5 dén 2
dim (2.4 — 3.2 km), dudng biing phing c6 thé 1én dén 3 dim (5 km) mot gid.
Voi néu chd mdt lugng trung binh thi di chuyén trong khodng 18 — 25 dim (29
— 40 km) mdt ngay 13 t6i da. Tuy nhién, véi khodng cdch dé voi sé& khong di
dudc 1au ngdy vi dau chin va vi th€ voi tran né€u cin di chuyén dudng trudng
thi khong thé di nhiéu hon 10 — 12 dim (16 — 19 km) mot ngdy. Voi tuy khoé
nhung ciing chi chd dudc khodng tir 300 dén 400 lbs (135-180kg) va phai x&p
lam sao cho that cin thi mdi di dugc xa. Né&u di lién tuc trong nia thang, voi
phai dudc nghi 1, 2 ngay mdi lai sdc.

- Thit hai, voi phdi dudc dn udng ddy di. Chién tranh thudng vao mua khd
nén hay thi€u cd, thi€u 14 cho con vit. Mot con voi can khodng 120 dé&n 150
kg thitc 4n mdi ngdy chd y&u 1a ¢d, 14, ré ciy .... Voi khong chiu dugc déi
khdt, d& bi kiét sttc néu bi ép 1am viéc nhiéu vi mdi ngay phai c6 it nhat vai
it thong dong dé tim thitc in. Voi phai sdng gan ndi c6 nudc va vi da c6 16
chan 16ng va tuy&én mo hodi nén udng rat nhiéu. Voi ciing ph3i tim hang ngay
vao budi sing.

- Thit ba, voi rdt nhay cdm, sd ti€ng dong nén voi trin phdi tip luyén d€ lam

quen Vi sting 6ng mic dau khong ai dim bido ddm 12 voi sé& tuyét d6i tuan
1&énh khi 1am trdn. Vai trd clia nai voi (quén tugng) rat quan trong vi voi chi
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tudn theo 1&énh cia y va néu nai bi thuong hay chét thi ra't khé diéu khién.*
Viéc dé trén lung voi mdt khdi lugng 16n ciing rat bat 8n khi di chuyén trén
nhitng con dudng gip ghénh.

- Thit tu, da voi tuy day nhung lai rd't s¢ cdc loai siu bo, rudi mudi, bi thuong
ciing khé chita vi san stii. Chan voi khong thé d6ng méng nhw méng ngua va
chi 12 mot 16p da mém, d& bi gai géc lam cho bi thuong. Voi khdng thich
nhitng con vat khdc nhu ngua, lira d€n gin (nhat 13 tir phia sau) nén ngudi ta
thudng khong diéu dong ky binh va tugng binh trén ciing mot dot ti€n quan.
Theo kinh nghiém clia ngudi Hoa Lan thi voi va ngya rat ky nhau. Ngoai ra
voi lai s¢ ti€ng 1dn (heo) kéu va thudng hodng s¢ khi nghe 1gn eng éc nén cé
ndi da dung Ign dé chéng véi voi.

Tuong binh thudng chi c¢6 hiéu qua Iic diu khi quin dich bi hodng hdt vi chua bao gid
phdi d6i phé v6i mot con vat to 16n va hung dit nhu thé. Tuy nhién, chi mot thdi gian
ngin ngudi ta da cé thé ch€ ngu dudc con vat bing nhiéu cich, d& dang nhat 1a ding
Itta @6t va khi mot hay hai con bi thuong, ti€ng réng clia né c6 thé 1am cho c3 bay voi
hodng s¢ va néu khong khéo trin 4p, toan thé dodi binh s& kinh hoang quay dau lai, hat
ving quin tugng xudng rdi gidy xéo chinh quin minh.”! Ngudi An b4 thién dung voi
trong chién dau ciing lai tim ra nhitng phuong thitc ché€ ngy tudng binh mot cidch hiéu
qua. D6 la dung buia (axes) dé cit gan, phang (scythes) d€ chit chan, liém (sickles) dé
cit voi voi. Ngoai ra Ira 13 cdch dé dang nhat d€ ngin voi mot cach hiéu qui. Khi
diing chi€n xa, ho thudng ding cic loai hod ciu chita lutu huynh trong khi bo binh thi
diing lao, ddu quin bong tim nhua hay diu.*

0 hai thudng 14 ngudi Cao Mién, Cham, Lao, Thugng da chin voi tir 1au nén bi€'t cach ra 1énh cho con
vat. Ngudi Viét it ai hoc dugc cdch huan luyén voi nén chi huy tugng binh chii y&€u 1a ngudi Thugng hay
ngudi Cham.

31 A. L. Basham, sdd tr. 129

2 The Indians devised a panopy of weapons with which to fight elephants: axes to split tendons, scythes to
splash legs, sickles to severe trunks. It was found, however, that fire was the simplest and most effective
way to counter an elephant charge. Charioteers often used such incendiary devices as flaming balls of
sulphur, while foot soldiers would throw javelins that were capped with burning wads of cotton steeped in
tar and oil. John Steward, “The Elephant in War” MHQ, V. 3 N. 3 Spring 1991 tr. 61
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VOI TRONG CHIEN DICH VIET THANH

Hinh 5
Voi Nam A trong chién déu

Voi trong lich st

Theo st sach voi di dugc nhic d&n khi ra trin ngay tit nhitng thé ky dau tién ctia Cong
Nguyén. Hai Ba Trung, Ba Triéu déu cudi voi danh giic. Thuc hu nhitng chuyén d6 ra
sao khong ai & nhung trong truyén thuyé&t clia dan ta khdng ai khong biét, nghe dén
cau “Pdu Voi Phdt Ngon C¥ Vang” thi ai ciing hi€u 13 nhic dén nit tuéng Triéu Thi
Trinh. B&i Tran, d5i Lé nudc ta cling hay dung voi trong chi€n trin tuy khong qui mo
nhu cdc qudc gia khic.

Ciing nhu con ngua cua ngudi din du muc & sa mac, con lac da cia viung Trung DPong,
khu vifc Nam A coi voi nhut phuong tién chinh. N&u biét ring trong khi nhiéu dan toc
khdc da st dung voi nhu mdt loai chi€n xa tir 1u thi ngudi Viét ching ta hau nhu chua
dat t6i trinh d§ d6. Tuy nhic dé&n voi trong trin mac nhung phan 16n chi coi d6 nhu mot
“con ngya lon” € chii tuéng cudi cho thém uy nghi va c6 dugc mot vi thé cao dé chi
huy chit khong nghe néi chiing ta st dung tugng binh d€ ddnh nhitng trin 16n, ngoai trir
mot 1an duy nhat 1a nha Trin ding voi ngidn quan Nguyén tif VAn Nam ti€n xudng
nhung khong thanh cong.*

3 David Nicolle, The Mongol Warlords (London: Brockhampton Press, 1998) tr. 58-9
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Hinh 6
Ba Triéu (tranh dan gian Viét Nam)

Diéu d6 khi€n chiing ta nghi ring ngudi Viét khong di xa hon viéc luyén voi dé cudi
va chua biét stt dung voi thainh mot dao quin v6i nhitng cong niing riéng biét nhu cdc
dan toc khac. Chi d&n khi nudc ta c6 nhitng giao luu vin hod siu xa hon, linh thé nuée
ta banh trudng d&€n ving Binh Pinh, Phi Yén (ddi Lé) thi viéc dung voi méi trd nén
thong dung. Tuy vdy ngudi Viét khong bi€t cdch huan luyén nén cdc vua chda thudng
phédi mua cla 1an bang hay doi thudc qudc tié€n cong. C6 1& vi th€ ma khi nha Tay Son
diing voi d€ tdn cong, quin nha Nguyén, nha Trinh cho chi quin Thanh vi chwa bao gid
gip nén hodng hdt va tan ra rat nhanh.** Gido si Cristophoro Borri d viét nhu sau:

C6 rdt nhiéu voi trong xit Pang Trong, nhung ho khong ding duoc vi chua biét
cdch bdt va hudn luyén. Vi thé phdi dua nhitng con dd thudn thuc va biét khuén
phép tir Campuchia la mot nuée ldang diéng. Voi & ddy lon gdp hai voi & An do.
Chdn va vét chdn né dé lai do chitng mot pié rudi duong kinh. Rang tho ra tir
miéng goi la nga voi thi thuong dai téi muoi bon pié, dé la voi diuc. Con voi cdi

* Céc st gia Viét Nam miéu ta twgng binh nha TAy Son ciing rit mo hd, khong néu 1én dugc nhirng dic
tinh tiéu bi€u ma chi gidng nhu mot dan triu, dan ngua dude lua di trude. Chi dén ddi Nguyén nudc ta
méi ¢6 tugng binh diing nghia nhung ching bao 1au vi k§ thuat vii khi méi khi€n cho voi khdng con hitu
hiéu nén chi con dudc diing lam cdnh, xuit hién trong nhitng budi 1€, thi c¥ va nuoi 18 té & mdi tinh mot
cach tugng trung.
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thi ngdn hon nhiéu. Vi thé nguoi ta dé nhdn thdy voi & xit Pang Trong to lon hon
nhitng voi ngudi ta vén dén di diéu & Au chdu: nga chiua dvge hai pié ruoi.”

Vao th& ky XVII, XVII khu vic rirng ndi bao gdbm mién bic Campuchia, Nam Lao va
mién trung nudc ta con nhiéu loai voi 16n khong nhu gidng voi cd 13 loai voi nhd hién
nay ta thudng thay. ** Chinh d6 13 nhitng con voi dugc huan luyén ding trong tugng
binh ma ngudi ta miéu ta 1a mang ca dai bic.

Khi c6 chién tranh va trdn mac thi nguoi ta nhdc mui (trén) banh di dé thanh
mot thit choi ché linh giao chién vdi nd, vdi siing va cé khi vdi khdu dai bdc: voi
khéng thiéu siic dé mang noéi va la con vt rdt khoé, néu khéng cé gi khdc.
Chinh t6i (tikc gido st Borri) da thdy mét con ding voi chuyén chd nhiing vat rdt
ndng, mot con khdc chuyén mot khdu siing I6n va mot con nita mot minh kéo tdi
mudi chiéc thuyén, chiéc no theo sau chiéc kia, gita doi nga mot cdch rdt khéo
va dua xudéng bién ...%’

Tu thé€ ky X VI, khi chiia Nguyén Hoang 1ap nghiép & phuong nam 6ng da luu tim t6i
viéc thanh 1ap tudng binh, c6 1& hoc tir cdc dan toc 1an cin. Cac chda k& nghiép ciing
¢6 tugng binh (kinh tugng) nhung thudng chi vai muoi con, khong nhiéu nhu Xiém La,
Mién Dbién, Chan Lap hay Lio Qua. Theo gido si J. Koffler trong Description
historique de la Cochinchine thi:

... nha vua nudéi dén 50 con voi trdn & trong trieu va mdy trdn gan Bdc Ha. Khi
c6 trdn mac nha vua ngu di ddnh, con thi cdc thé tit, hoang téc, quan vdn, vo va
cdc quan Trdn thii ding.

Hai ba con voi ngu dung thi ddy biét quy xuéng dé nha vua lén mot cdch dé
dang. Trén lung voi c¢6 banh, budc chdt xudéng bung bdng nhitng gidy da. Banh
khd cao va khd rong, nguoi cudi voi cé thé ngdi sép (xép) bing ung dung.

% Cristophoro Borri, Tuong Trinh vé Khu Truyén Gido Pang Trong 1631 (USA: Thing Long, khong dé
nam) tr. 24

*® Donald F. Lach, Asia in the Making of Europe (V. III — Book 3, Southeast Asia) (The University of
Chicago Press 1993) tr. 1260. hinh dnh con voi ma hoa vién William Alexander trong phdi bd Macartney
ghé ngang Cira Han nim 1793 (Touron hay Tourane) v6i ngudi qua tugng bé ti teo nim trén dau con vat
cho thdy thdi ky d6 con vat nha Tdy Son dung trong chi€n tranh 16n hon cdc loai voi hién nay. (Xem
“Hoa Canh vé Ngudi v X Quang Nam duéi thdi TAy Son”, Phan Lang, Viét Bdo Kinh Té s6 Tét Canh
Thin 2000, Cali. USA trang 47). Voi A chdu cao t6i 3 thudc, ning tir 3 d&€n 4 tdn (3-4000 kg),sdng thanh
dan. Voi Xiém La (tifc cling gidng diing trong tugng binh Pang Trong) to ndi ti€ng va nhiéu cdi tén con
Iuu lai trong cdc doan xi€c va phim dnh TAy phuong hdi diu thé ky XX nhu Queenie, Happy, Sally,
Ziggy ... (Martin Hintz, Tons of Fun Training Elephants, 1982 tr. 30). Nhitng gidng voi 16n nhit thudng
tim thdy & Lao va Bic Thdi ma ngudi ta miéu td 12 cao d&€n 12-3 feet (gan 4 thudc), c6 18 1a voi ma
ngudi Au Chiu thi'y & Pang Trong thdi TAy Son.

3 Cristophoro Borri, sdd tr. 26
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Banh voi ciia nha vua bdng vang, con cdc banh voi khdc déu son thép rdt my 1é.
Cdc voi khdc khi cudi phdi diing nhiing thang nhé @ 6 hay 8 bdc dé tréo 1én.”

Tugng Binh Thdi Tdy Son

Theo nghién cifu cia Vii Minh Giang thi Nguyén Nhac ¢6 mdt ngudi vo 1& gdc Bahnar,
rdt giéi vé& hudn luyén va thudn héa voi rirng.*” Chinh vua Minh Ménh ciing phdi cong
nhan ring chi€n thing clia nha Ty Son chinh 12 nhd & tugng binh.

... Voi ving Cam Lo rdt dé day va thong minh, hon hdn voi ciia nguoi Cao Mién
va nguoi Xiém. Tuy nhién, trong cong tdc tiéu trir gidic ¢6, chiing ta nén ding
giong voi nhé ... Nguy Tay Son da diung voi mét cdch qui mé trong cdc trdn
ddnh véi quan Bdc. Nguwa Bdc s¢ voi, khi gdp voi déu phuc xudng. Chinh thé’ ma
ho maoi thua.*

T6n ST Nghi*' ciing biét ti€ng voi trdn ciia Nguy&n Hué nén khi dua ra 8 diéu quin
luat, y dd hoc theo phép d4nh ciia ngudi xua dé€ chong lai tugng binh:

... Diéu thit 4: Nguoi Nam khi ra trdn hay diing voi. Voi khong phdi la mon
nguoi Thanh quen thao, hé gdp voi thuong cit chay di trudc. Nhung nio cé biét
sitc voi ddu I6n, chung qui van la con vit cé huyét khi, khong thé duong ndi véi
do din héa ciia ta. Vay hé thdy voi ra trdn néu xa thi bin bdng sing, néu gan
thi tri bang dao va cung khién voi bi thuong, dau phdi chay quay lai, roi tw giay
dap ldn nhau. Quan ta (Thanh) thita co dy ma tdn céng, tdt thing khong con
phdi ngo niza ..

Thuc ra quan Thanh ciing ¢6 kh4 nhiéu kinh nghiém véi viéc chdng lai voi chi€n vi
viing Van Nam ciing c6 voi va trong lich stt ho ciing da c6 khi diéu dong tugng binh.
Ngay tif thdi trung ¢8, quan Nguyén ciing da hai 1dn dung d6 vé6i voi ctia Pai Viét va
clia Pagan (Mié&n). Tuy liic ddu quAn Mong C8 c6 hodng hdt nhung khi ho riit vao ritng
thi cung lién hdp (composite bow) ctia ho 1di th&é hon nén voi bi thuong quay ngudc

* Tién Pam Nguy&n Tudng Phugng, Lugc Khio Binh Ché Viét-Nam Qua Cdc Thoi Pai (Ha Noi: Ngay
Mai, 1950) tr. 44

¥ Vi Minh Giang, “Tdy Son thugng dao, cdn cit ddu tién ciia cudc khéi nghia” trong tuyén tap Tdy Son
Nguyén Hu¢ (Ty VHTT Nghia Binh 4n hanh 1978), din lai theo Li Tana, sdd tr. 148

0 Alexander B. Woodside, sdd tr. 24. Tuy nhién nhin xét nay theo chiing t6i khong mdy chinh xdc vi
thuc t€ khi vua Quang Trung diing voi di khdng thanh cong vi dan voi bi hod luc clia dich chin lai va
phai st dung quan cdm ti¥ d€ tin cong (xem & dudi).

*1' Ton ST Nghi (3 4% - 1720-1796), tdng doc Ludng Quéing

** Hoa Biing, Quang Trung Nguyén Hué, anh hiing dan toc 1788-1792 (Saigon: Thu Lam, 1958) tr. 160
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lai.* Quan Nguyén ding tén Iira va vii khi nhon ddnh bai doan voi cia nha Trin nim
1257 rdi sau d6 quan Minh ciing da ddnh thing 15 van quaAn Maw Shan va 100 con voi
biing sing va hoa ti&n.*

Trong cudc chién tranh véi Mi€n Dién trudc khi sang nudc ta khong 1au, quan Thanh
da hoc tip khd nhiéu va Tén Si Nghi cling tirng di theo doan quin vién chinh nén
khong xa la gi v6i voi chi€n. P&i v6i binh si chua titng trong thdy con vat khdng 16
nay, viéc kinh hoang 1a diéu duong nhién, nhit 1a nhiéu khi ngudi ta don dai nhitng
diéu qud sy that.®

Chién Dich Nim Ky Diu

Theo tai liéu cia Trung Hoa thi ngdy mong 2 thidng giéng nim Ky Dau (1789), gio
Mio (khodng 6-8 gid sing), L& Chiéu Thong chay d&€n bdo cho Ton Si Nghi riing quin
thdm thinh cho hay Nguyén Hué da dem quin vugt song kéo dén roi, lai phao 1én ring
vi me con ho L& cau ctu quin Thanh khi&n cho dai binh ti€n sang gi€t mat miy nghin
binh si cia ho, nén quan TAy Son nhat quyét bdo thi. Ton Si Nghi thdy tinh hinh nguy
cAp vdi sai tdng binh Truong Tri€u Long tuyén 3000 quan tinh nhué chia ra d6ng & Ha
Hoi, Ngoc Hdi cu dich. Thé nhung Nguyén Hué quin dong thé manh nén ho Ton lai
phdi sai Hita Th€ Hanh din 1500 binh, con y dich thin din 1200 binh di theo ti€p
1’1’ng.46

Theo st nudc ta, ngdy mdng 3 thing giéng nim Ky DAu, ngay tif t§ md sdng quin ta
da kéo dén, dot sach quan luong clia dich. Vua Quang Trung dich than chi huy, budc
khin vang vao ¢ d€ td cho quin si biét phdi liéu chét chit nhit dinh khong chiu lii.
Sudt ngdy mdng 3 thang giéng, Truong Triéu Long may 1an ddy lui dudc dao tién doi
ctia Nguyén Hué nhung dén t6i hom dé thi quan Nam lai tdn cong. Ciing theo tai liéu
cda nha Thanh, sang ngdy mdng bdn, quan Tdy Son kéo d&€n nhu dan ong, vy kin
chung quanh doanh trai cia Truong Triéu Long. Truong Triéu Long va phé tuéng 1a
Duong Hung Long hét sitc chdng gitt, chi€n ddu lién tuc mdt ngdy modt dém, sau cling
phd dudc vong viy bd chay, quin ta lap tic dudi theo.

* Theo Marco Polo, quan Nguyén trong trin d6 bit dugc ciia ngudi Mién hon hai trim con voi. David
Nicolle, The Mongol Warlords (1990) tr. 70

*Sun Laichen, “Military Technology Transfers from Ming China and the Emergence of Northern
Mainland Southeast Asia (c. 1390-1527)” Journal of Southeast Asian Studies, vol. 34, 3 (10-2003) tr. 500
¥ nguoi ta don trong quan rdng voi con gidi cd kiém thudt (swordmanship). Voi né duge bao bing
gidp déo ldp dao cong nhu lwdi liém hay ldp nhitng dodn dao tdm thudc ddc hodc gai nhon” John
Steward, tr. 60

* Nhitng chi ti€t nay c6 thé ciing khong ding sy that. Cac cdnh quan ctia Tén ST Nghi di dugc bo tri rai
rdc theo ding phép diing binh, n€u c6 chi 1a ting vién chit khong phai khi d6 méi tran gif.
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Sang s6m ngdy mdng nim thiang giéng, vua Quang Trung xua quin ti€n 1én, cho hon
mot trim con voi di ddu®’, cdc cdnh quan khic Un un ¥ cdc noi d6 xudéng. Nguy
Nguyén viét 13 “gidc déu ché dai bdc bing voi ma xéng vao tran” *°. Hita Th€ Hanh
hét sifc chong giit va cho ky binh 1én chin quin ta. Ky binh nha Thanh tuy ndi ti€ng la
tinh nhué nhung van con trang bi cung tén, guom gido (sing chi b binh méi c6 vi chua
tién cho viéc nap dan, khong tién 1di bing cung nd) va tap trung hda lyc ngin chin
quan Nam.”

Ngua clia quan Thanh thdy voi s¢ hdi quay ngugc trd lai nén thé€ trin tdn loan, gidy
xé0 1én nhau, Hta Th€ Hanh phdi lui vao giit d6n rdi truyén cho bd binh bin ra. Quin
ta ti€n 1én may 1adn nhung khong vudt qua dudc hio siu, dia 16i va chong sit cla dich.
Theo tai liéu clia Hoi Truyén Gido Bic Ha, quin Thanh chdng trd rat kich liét khié€n
quin ta bi chét mat kha nhiéu voi, Nguyén Hué phdi bd voi cudi ngua, xong 1én dau
chi huy si t6t.>° Ciing nhitng chi ti€t d6, khi bi€n thanh tin ddn, ngudi ta da huyén thoai
ho4 con ngudi Nguyén Hué thanh mot vo tuéng mdt minh xdng pha trin mac nhu 161
ké chuyén ctia Tam Qudc Dién Nghia:

... Ngay 30 thdang Mot Quang Trung roi Ké Voi trén lung voi va dén chung siic,
khuyén khich doi ngii éng nhung khi thdy ho chién ddu khéng dugc hdng hdi
ldm 6ng lién bé voi va ding ngua. Theo 10i don, éng deo hai cdi dodn dao

* Nguy&n Hué dem ra Bic vai trim con voi nhung chia ra danh nhiéu chd khong phai chi mét trim con
nhu sdch vé miéu ta.

* «“Vigt Thanh chi&n st (La Son Yén H6 Hoang Xudn Hén, 1998) tr. 1344. Nguy Nguyén khong chinh
mit trong thdy nén c6 thé ong chi ghi lai theo 15i d6n va khong nim vitng 18i diing voi tdn cong clia
viing Pong Nam A. Chuéng ngai 16n nhat khi giao chi€n giita hai doan quin, mot tin cong, mdt phong
thii vAn 1a 1am sao ph4 v& dugc hang rao dé x6ng vao. Nguy&én Hué ding voi ciing 12 mot chién thut
bat ddc di vi mdi 1an xung phong déu t6n hai rat 16n. Viéc diing rom ra d€ che chinh 1a d€ gidm thiéu hi
sinh cho quén si va voi. Chiing ta c¢6 thé dua ra mdt gid thuyét 1a vi hod luc ctia quan Thanh bin qua rat
nén cdc binh si hd vé chung quanh voi st dung nhitng 14 chin dé d€ bao vé cho con vit ti€n sit chin
thanh chit khong phai ding dé€ cho linh xung phong nhu Viét sit miéu td. Mot diéu gian di 1a néu d€ binh
sT di d4u thi khi voi ti€n 1&én s& gidy xéo quan minh trudc khi cham dich. Con néu voi di trudc thi hod luc
cia dich s& khién cho hang ngii r8i loan c6 thé quay ngugc trd lai quan minh. Miéu ti clia Nguy
Nguyén “gicic déu chd dai bdc bing voi ma xéng vao trdn” phdi dudc hiéu 1a ding dé chuyén chd chit
khong phai dé vira xung kich, vira tic xa. Nghién citu vé cdch bai binh cia viing Pong Nam A s& cho
chiing ta c4i nhin rd rang hon vé phuong phdp ctia Nguyén Hué.

¥ Ping Phuong Nghi, “Vai Tai Liéu Mdi La V& Nhitng Cudc Bic Tién Clia Nguyén Hué” (Mot Vai Sit
Liéu Vé Bdc Binh Vuong Nguyén Hué, California: Pai Nam 1992) tr. 209-10. Khong biét & nhitng don
nay sing dng dugc trang bi nhur th€ nao nhung sau trin ddnh nim Ky Dau — theo cdc gido si thi vua
Quang Trung da 1dy dudc cia dich quan “hai ba nghin c6 dai bdc va chién phdo, khéng biét bao nhiéu la
sung dai va khi gidi khdc nhau ciing véi vé sé tién bac va nhitng vat lieu qui gid ...” @€ dem vé Phi
Xuan. Tuy nhién ciing c¢6 thé mot phan khi gii day 1a clia 6ng dem ra Bic.

% Nguy&n Nhi, “Nguyén Hué, mot thién tai quan sy” Mot Nhém Hoc Gia, Mor Vai Sit Liéu Vé Bdc
Binh Vitong Nguyén Hu¢ (California: Pai Nam 1992) tr. 104. Trong trudng hgp can chi€n nhu & day, voi
khong con ding d€ cudi ma diing d€ cong thanh, hic vao cic chuéng ngai theo diing 161 ddnh biing
twgng binh cia viing Pong Nam A.
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(guwom) va chay ngang doc chém roi dau nhiéu si quan va binh linh Trung Hoa
lam rdt nhiéu nguoi chét vé tay 6ng. Ong luén mém hé xung phong va liic nao
ciing & trdn tuyén dau ...”"

Chiin ta ciing tin tudng ring Nguyén Hué 12 mot diing tuwéng, 12 mdt cAp chi huy can
ddm ra trin thudng di dau song chét v6i thudc ha. Tuy nhién viéc dng x6ng 1én mia
song dao chém quan Thanh chic chi 1a mot di€u tudng tugng. Viéc lam dé khong
nhitng dién cudng ma con dai dot va tic trach, khong phit hgp véi mot con ngudi muu
tri va khon ngoan. Chiing ta ciing khong quén ring sau khi dung voi tdn cong nhung
khong phd vd dugc thanh, ting th€ 6ng phdi xua quin 1én ding trin dia 14y nhiéu
thing it &€ tran ngap vi trf ciia ddi phuong. Trén thuc t&, khi chii tu6ng cudi voi xung
tran, mic dau ngdi trén cao c6 thé tao nén mot vé uy nghi khic thudng dé dang quan
sit bon bé d€ chi huy nhung ciing lai 12 cdi dich cho dich quin tip trung hod luc hay
cung nd bian vao. Mot muc tiéu to 16n véi nhi€u ddi tugng, tir ngudi chi sodi d&€n quin
tugng, ngay ca ban thin con vat sé khé c6 thé chiu dung dudc lau.

Trong trudng hgp d6, khi t6i gin niim trong tim dan clia dich chli tu6ng thudng phai
xudng khéi lung voi, cudi ngua hodc di bo. Tuy nhién, mdt khi quin linh khdong con
thdy chli tuéng trén banh chi huy thudng c6 khuynh huéng hdt hodng, dé bd chay nén
viéc x0ng xdo clia Nguyén Hué néu c6 thi khong phdi d€ chi€n ddu ma 1a dé trin an
cic thudc ha chit khong ai dai gi xong 1én d€ so tai vdi tuéng si bén dich nhu trong ti€u
thuy&t.”? N6i tém lai, doi trgng binh cia Nguy&n Hué ciing chi ¢6 tdc dung gidi han va
thuc tinh khong thé vugt qua dugc hod luc clia quan Thanh, chua k€ d&€n gin ddn con
nhitng chudng ngai nhu hao siu, chong sit va dia 16i nhu sdch v& ghi chép. Sau khi bi
thiét hai khd ning nhu cdc gido si miéu td, Nguy&n Hué phai cho voi thodi lui d€ doi
khinh binh ti€n 1én.

Ong ra 1énh cho quin 14y vdn ghép lai bén ngoai boc rom u6t d€ lam moc chdng véi
tén 1&a che cho dai quan theo sau.” Theo tai liéu cla Trung Hoa thi “Nguyén Hué ra

> ang Phuong Nghi, “Vai tai liéu mdi la vé& nhitng cudc Bic Tién clia Nguy&n Hué” Mot Nhém Hoc
Gid, Mot Vai Sit Li¢u vé Bdc Binh Vuong Nguyén Hué (Calif: Pai Nam, 1992) tr. 208

% ... During the actual fighting, the elephant provided the commander with a lofty but quickly movable
seat from which he could watch all parts of the field and issue suitable orders as the tide of battle changed
from time to time ... But the use of the elephant in battle had an insoluble disadvantage as well. The king
or his general, seated on the tallest elephant, presented a conspicuous target to the enemy’s gunners or
even the horsemen whirling round him on swift horses. If the king was hit or had, for some reason, to
dismount from that elephant and take horse, his empty howda at once convinced his troops all over the
plain that their master was dead and they fled in panic. Or, if the mahout was shot off his seat the
elephant could become uncontrollable ... E. Jaiwant Paul, ‘By My Sword and Shield’ — traditional
weapons of the Indian warrior (New Delhi: Lotus Collection, Roli Books, 1995) tr. 107-8

3 Theo da s, quan Thanh bdn ra khi€n voi ciia ta khong ti€n 1én duge, Nam quan phai dung nhitng bitc
tudng rom tim nudc d€ ti€n 1én. Nhitng mong xung nay dudc ché tao tir trudc chit khdng phii lic d6
mdi 1am. Tuy chi 1a phdng dodn, chiing tdi cho ring nhitng chi€n thuit ma quan Ty Son sk dung trong

21



lénh cho quadn linh ding rom ra két lai thanh titng bé 16n, ldn xd vao réi qudn linh niip
& sau tién 1én”>* Quan Thanh d6t thuSc sing d€ 1am md mit cho quin ta khong thiy
dudng nhung mot lat sau gié d6i chiéu, quan ta lién nhat loat x6ng 1én, cudi cling ciing

vao dugc trong ddn.>

Nhu th€, xem ra viéc tdn cong truc ti€p bing voi chi€n khdng thanh cong nén Nguyén
Hué di chuyén sang phuong thitc thi hai ciing rit quen thudc ciia ving Pong Nam A.
D6 1a dung chi€n thuat “bién nguoi”, 14y s6 dong d€ tran ngap kém theo cic loai chat
nd, hod dugc d€ tan cong. Phuong thic nay rat phd bién khi danh thinh ma dich thd
dung sting dng cb thd. Sau khi thanh vd, quan ta tran vao, xua voi Ién gidy xéo dich,
bd binh ti€n theo ddnh sdp 14 ca bing cdc loai guom gido, dao ki€m.

Khi th& diing manh d6 khi€n quan Thanh hodng hot nén bi quin ta tan sit, chét va bi
thuong d&€n qui ntta. Hita Th& Hanh thdy khong cu ndi, danh goi gia nhan dem 4n tin
dé d6c ra®™ @i bi€t tinh hinh bi ddt d&€n chirng nao. Cang lic quin ta cang kéo dén
dong hon, hang hang 16p 16p. Trong hai ngay huyé&t chi€n, nhitng dai tuéng clia nha
Thanh nhu nhy Hita Thé Hanh, Truong Triéu Long, Thugng Duy Thing ... déu ti trin.
Pay 12 trAn ddnh kinh hoang nhit va quian Nam ciing bi thiét hai nhi€u tuy st sdch
khong ghi chép 1o rét.”’

viéc cong don rit c6 thé vay mugn tir cac kinh nghiém ctia cdc dan toc Nam A trong d6 ¢ ci viéc kién
tao nhitng tAim birng 16n (modt phia che bing rom tim nudc) dung lam khién chidn dan, khi ti€n dén sat
chin thanh thi ding lam cau dé 1én cdc hang chong, qua dugc hio nudc thi ding luén 1am thang leo 1én
mit thanh. Trong dém t8i va theo 18i don nén ngudi thi cho ring quan Ty Son diing van chin, ké lai
cho ring dung cdc b6 rom. Xem thém Chapter 4: Fortifications and Sieges trong Southeast Asian
Warfare 1300-1900 ctia Michael W. Charney (Boston: Brill Leiden, 2004)

> Nguyén vin: X 24 & TUARF@EERR, SLEMA, SHEMEKEMEE (Nguyén Vin Hué ménh
binh dinh di hoa cdn khdn trat thanh thic, loan ¢8n nhi tién, kinh binh tuy hau thoi ti€n).

% Vao thdi ky d6, thudc sing (black powder) bao gdbm 75% 1a potassium nitrate (saltpeter), 15% than
(carbon) va 10% luu huynh (sulfur), khi chdy ra rat nhiéu khéi. Thudc siing manh hon va khong khéi nhu
céc loai nitrocellulose, nitroglycerin, ballistite ... chi mdi dugc ché tao vao thé ky XIX. (Harold S. Sharp:
The Invention of Gunpowder - Footnotes to World History — The Scarecrow Press, Inc. Metuchen, N.J. &
London 1979) tr. 117-8. Ngoai ra ciing ¢6 thé quan Thanh va quan Ty Son da dot loai khéi doc (toxic
smoke-bombs) tifc hod cau (K #£) trong c6 chita cdc loai thach tin (arsenic titc phé suong #L5) vi thuy
khau rat thudng st dung trong cic trin danh trén bién ca.

% Khi twéng lanh thdy tinh hinh qud bi ddt, phai liéu ch&t d€ bdo toan danh ti€t thi sai ngudi mang &n tin
vugt vong viy dem vé nhu mot dau hiéu tin trung bio qudc. Tuy nhién 4n tin cia Hita Theé Hanh sau
nay cling bi quan Nam bit dugc.

" Theo Nguy Nguyén thi nhitng tuéng linh nay bi chét khi tranh nhau quan ciu phao vugt song Nhi Ha
nén bi chét dudi. Nguy Nguyén ciing viét 13 quan Nam danh vio Thing Long ngidy mdng mot Tét khi
quan Thanh dang in cd. Thuc ra mii d&€n mdng 5 quan TAy Son mdi ti€n danh SAm Nghi Pong tai Pong
Pa (sau nay gid trin Pong Pa vio ngay mdng 5). Viéc miéu td Ton ST Nghi con dang y&n 4m thi quan
ta kéo dén ciing 12 hu cAu vi trong may ngay lién cdc trin ddnh cang lic cang 4c liét, cing t&i gan, quin
Thanh lo chdng trd con chua xong, khong thé nao vui chdi ca hit dugc. Ciing khdng c6 viéc quan ta kéo
dé&n nhanh qué nén dich khong biét gi ca.

22



Theo 16i khai va tdu chuong ctia Ton ST Nghi thi ho Ton thdy tinh hinh nguy cip, quin
Nam di vay bon bé nén ra 1énh cho twéng si phai t chi€n mot tran d€ bio hoang an,
bon Hita Th& Hanh d4p 15i xong 1én trudc, sau khi bin hét dan rdi ding dodn binh (tifc
ding guom gido) ddnh cin chi€n, khi€n cho “qudn ciia Nguyén Vin Hué chét chdt
thanh déng dau phdi chi vai ngan ma théi” >*. L& di nhién day chi 12 15i 1& khoa truong,
thuc ra quan Thanh hodng loan chi lo tim dudng chay trén.

Theo 18i cung khai cia bién vién” Lao Hién (% #8), mot tu binh bi ta bit dudc sau trd
vé cho nha Thanh thi:

Y theo Thuong tong binh (titc Thugng Duy Thdng) va tham tudng Viong Tuyén
dem qudn déng & duong nhé phia nam Lé Thanh (tiic Thing Long). Ngay mong
bon thdang giéng, quén gidc kéo dén, Lao Hién di theo tham tudéng dem quan tiép
ng, dén sdang sém ngay mong ndm, mdy nghin qudn gidc vay kin doanh trai ma
binh con trong trai khong bao nhiéu, Lao Hién ra lénh cho linh ding sing® bdn
ra, dén trua thi qudn dich cang liic cang ddng, voi ciing dd dén, bdn héa tién,
héa cdu nhu muta khién quan quén tdn loan.

Sitc thdy khong giit noi nén Lao Hién vdi dem qudn phd vong vay chay ra khdi
doanh, bi quén gidc diung gido dam vao bung ngua, ngd vt xuéng, chin bén
phdi lai triing thuong, khéng chay dugc nita, nén bi qudn gidc bdt dua vao mot
cdn nha tréng trong thanh... Moi ngay ho c¢é cho nguoi dem com dén, dén ngay
16 thdng 2 (titc bi giam 40 ngay), quan gidic cho ngua, cung tdt cd cdc binh st
(cing bi giam) duoc thd ra. Y néi chua ting trong thdy Nguyén Hué, chi nghe
néi Thugng tong binh, Viiong tham tudng bi qudn gidc vay da chét roi nhung
Lao Hién khong chinh mdt trong thdy chuyén ao.%

Khi nghién cttu vé trin ddnh nay khong st gia niao so sdnh véi 18i ddnh cla nhitng
qudc gia khdc & ving Pong Nam A. BSi chi€u v6i nhitng tai liéu rai rdc, ching ta thiy
day 1a mot thé tran kha quen thudc cia nhitng qudc gia diing voi d€ tin cong vio mot
vi tri d6ng quin c6 dinh cla dich. Sting dai bac loai nhé dugc chg trén lung voi di dau
dé uy hi€p, k& d6 1a bd binh, sau ciing 12 bd phan chi huy thudng di bing ngya hay xe.

¥ Trang Cét Phat (it & %), Thanh Cao Téng Thidp Toan Vo Céng Nghién Ciu (74 & F+ 4 KA K)
(Bic Kinh: Trung Hoa thu cuc, 1987) tr. 379. Theo thu clia cdc gido si cé mit tai Bic Ha con luu tai Nha
Vin Kho Qudc Gia Paris thi “ ...it nhdt la c6 8000 linh Tdy Son bi giét trong s6 dé cé mét si quan cao
cdp (ciing la diing s7 ciia Quang Trung) tén la Pé Bdc Lan ...” (Ding Phuong Nghi: sdd tr. 208)

> 90i chung v6 quan cAp nhd ddi Thanh. Tuy nhién khi giao trd tii binh thi Lao Hién (% #) mang cip
bac thd bi (twong duong thi€u td), Truong Hoi Nguyén (5k € 50) 1a dé tiéu du kich (twong duong thugng
td) tinh Quéng Pong.

% thwong phdo 4Bt

" Trang Cat Phdt, sdd tr. 378 (I5i khai ndy con giif trong hd sd Quian Cd X, nguyét triép bao, thiing s&
2778, bao s6 162, ddnh s6 38905) (FE % F 4 &)
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Tuy theo kha ning k¥ thuat, th€ trin c6 thé thay ddi phan nao nhung rd rang siic manh
clia tugng binh, dai phdo va siing tay 13 luc lugng chi y&u d€ pha v& phong tuyén clia
dich, thudng 12 hang rao dit hay tre, bén ngodi c6 cim chong, hao nudc va dia 16i.

Dic biét hon cd, trong tran Ky DAu, cdc toin quin Thanh — phin vi bi c6 1ap thanh
tirng don vi r5i rac, phan thi khong quen dia th€ nén khong dim chii dong tin cong
trudc — chi c¢d ging giit ddn va s dung hoa luc t5i da d€ ty vé. Nhitng todn quan dé
mot khi niing thé, thi€u dan dudc déu bi trin ngap va bi quan Tay Son tiéu diét. Ching
ta ciing khong thé bd qua mdt su thit, quAn Nam sau nhitng thing 10i niy ciing bi thiét
hai ning né nhung bén ta c6 mot luc luong bd sung ddi dio ma quin dich khong thé so
sanh dudc.

Quan Nam khong dirng lai ma 14p tifc tap trung d€ ti€n 1én ddnh vao Khuong Thudng,
ngoai thanh Thing Long. Pdn ndy do Sim Nghi Péng va todn quan Nung ()%, rat
thién chi€n tran giit. Ho SAim 12 mot ho rat ¢6 thé lyc 1am chiia mot phudng, tri binh rat
nghiém. SAm Nghi Pong dugc phong chitc Thdi Thi Pién Chau (& phia tAy tinh Quing
TAy, nim giita TrAn An va Tu An, gidp gi6i Van Nam) chi huy d6 1,000 binh chéng
gilt d€n ngudi cudi ciing mdi ty t&, bao nhiéu binh Nang bi quan ta giét sach.”

62 Theo Ly Vian Hung dich Linh Biéu Ky Man (Luu Tich Phon) thi binh ctia ho Sdm goi 1a “lang binh”
(binh ché s6i) ngudi Nung nhung theo trén dia db thi c6 1& 12 ngudi Thdi hay Miéu. Th4i thd ciing chi 1a
mot chite thd ti nhd, khong phai tri phii Pién Chau nhu nhiéu sich vé chép.

% Pang Phuong Nghi: sdd tr. 209. Nhitng dan toc thi€u sd doc theo bién gidi Hoa — Viét dugc 8 chitc
thanh nhitng don vi din quén, trang bi sting di€u thuong. Vao thdi d6, siing con phai cAn hai chi€c nang
chéng va chua nhim dudc, chi d€ dudi dat rdi bin phdng chirng, vira cdng kénh vira khong chinh xdc,
kém linh hoat nén quan Thanh khong wa chudng. Thanh th ho dem sting trang bi cho cdc dan tdc ving
ndi. Cho dén nay, nhiéu sic dan tai viing tiy nam nuéc Tau vin con sit dung nhitng loai siing ¢§ dién
nay dé tu vé va sin bin.
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KET LUAN

Trin ddnh mia xuin nim Ky DAu c6 1& 13 1an cudi ciing — va ciing 12 1an duy nhit
trong lich st nu6c ta — voi dugc diing nhu mot don vi tdc chi€n tuong d6i qui mo, d€ lai
mot s6 ddu tich, gép phan vao mdt bi€n ¢ quan trong. S3 di tugng binh duge dé cao
va nhic dén vi chié€n thuit nay chua tirng 4p dung nén khdng khdi cé nhitng 15i phéng
dai qua sy that. Dugi thdi Cadnh Thinh tugng binh trd nén kém th€ mot phan vi k§ thuat
da ti€n bd, voi khong chdng lai dugc hod khi mdi cia TAy phuong.

Viéc td chifc va duy tri mot ddi tugng binh khong gidn di nhu nudi mot dan gia stic ma
phdi dudc phdi hop va diéu dong nhip nhiang vdi cdc cdnh quan khéc, tir phdo binh dén
bd binh, mi binh. Duy tri mdt dan voi chi€n tdn phi cling rat ning né doi hdi nhitng
quan tugng ¢ kinh nghiém va trung thanh trd déng tai nhitng noi c6 di diéu kién cho
voi sinh song (cd, nudc, khi hau ...). VSi nhu cAu khéng 16 vé thuc phdm va sinh hoat
cho dan voi, n€u qua nhu quan Tdy Son c6 hang traim chién tugng thi 4t phai thi€t 1ap
dugc nhitng gido trudng kha qui mo, tuong xing trong mot t6 chitc chinh qui. Chinh vi
th€, khi nghién cttu vé tinh hinh Pang Trong va hinh thifc quan doi con tuong d6i gidn
di cda quian Tay Son thdi ky d6, chiing ta c6 thé tin riing voi chi€n ma vua Quang
Trung st dung khdng phai 13 tugng binh bdn dia ma 12 mot cdnh quan dugc diéu dong
clia nhitng thudc qudc trong vong dnh hudng clia dng, bao gdm nhitng bo lac tay
nguyén va mot s6 ti€u qudc Nam Lo di chuyén theo dudng nii ti€n ra rdi lai rit vé
ngay sau khi hoan t4t nhiém vu.

Sang triéu Nguyén, cdc vua dau tién (Gia Long, Minh Mang) ciing con tugng binh t&
chitc khd qui md nhung hau nhu khong con dugc diing trong chi€n dich ndo quan trong.
Gi4o si de la Bissachére nhan xét vé tugng binh diu thdi Nguyén (1812) nhu sau:

.. ngay nay voi trong qudan doi chi con dugc ding dé ché do dac va dung cu
chién ddu ma it con dugc diung trong trdn mac ... Nhung chinh tuong binh lai la
yéu t6" quyét dinh thing lgi. Nhitng con vat nay xéng vao quan (dich) va ddnh
tan mot cdch hung han, chi qudt véi mot cdi la cd doan qudn bat via. Chéng trd
hay ddnh lai chiing khéng khién voi chiin budc ma chi lam con vit dién cuéng
hon. Gido khéng dam thiing dugc da va dan khéng giét duoc chiing ngoai trix
bdn triing giita trdn ngay trén hai mdt. Nhiing con vat can ddm xung trdn
thuong dugc wu dai, ban tudc hiéu, trong vong va trang svic, thuong la nga duoc
bit v&ng...64

Dboi Gia Long, tugng binh chia thanh dinh d6ng & cdc tinh thanh quan trong nhung s6
lugng chic khong nhiéu. Bezacier, mot hoc gid cda trudng Vién Pong Bac C8 viét

% Jan Heath, sdd tr. 182
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trong bai “L’art et les constructions militaires Annamites” (B.A.V.H. s6 4 Octobre-
Décembre 1941) nhu sau:

Vé thé ky XIX, voi chi con ding la hanh ngoi trong qudn déi. Nhung dudi triéu
Gia Long van thuwong cé nhitng cudc tap voi trn.

Pdu doi Gia Long, khodng ndam 1802 nha vua dinh dji tuong.

Con cdch dung voi trdn thi dung voi phd ba luy tre, sau luy cé quan linh cé
siing ditng ndp; hod phdo, chiéng, trong, dong thoi ho hét khua gidy lam cho voi
khiép dam.

Khi mét chién luy bi voi xéng phd, qudn si lai lui vé ndp & chién luy sau.

0 mdt luy thit nhdt va gita cdc mdt luy khdc deu cé ddt nhitng bé din (nhin)
cdm gdy lam binh khi.

MObi con voi trén c6 qudn tiugng, ding sau voi cé nhiéu linh cam gdy dé thiic voi
phdi tién va ngdn khong cho liii lai. Khi cd ba luy déu bi voi xéng qua duoc,
qudn twong va qudn si lai hét siic ho hét qudt thdo sua (xua) voi tré lai chd cii
va ldp mot trén gid khdc. Cit nhu thé tdp dii ba lan lién réi mdi lénh truyén cho

. 65
voi nghi ...

Mot s6 voi c6 cong trang cdn dudc phong chifc quan cong (quin A/t, quan Vénh). Tuy
nhién chi cic loai voi 16n méi dudc giif tai kinh thanh con céc loai voi nhé d€ & cic
tinh.%® Chinh vi th&, mot s6 thuong nhin va phédi doin ngoai quéc di khong nhin thiy
s hiing trang ctia tugng binh khi d€n Saigon.

Viéc dung voi dé€ cong phd quin Thanh dudc coi nhu mdt hién tugng hi€m cé vi chinh
st nudc ta trudc day chi ghi chép nhitng hoat dong lién quan tryc ti€p véi ngudi Kinh
ma it d& cap d&n nhitng khu vuc 14n cin. Viéc mS rong nghién cttu qua khu vuc Ai
Lao, Xiém La va bidc Chan Lap cho thdy Nguy&n Hué c6 nhiéu lién hé va da chi phdi
kh4 nhiéu cac tiéu qudc niay nén cé thé van dung khi cin dén. Kha ning dé ciing gidi
thich phan nao thién tai “xudt qui nhdp than” ma ngudi ta thudng dé cao. Pay ciing 12
luc lugng ngdm ma 6ng ludn ludn diu kin, dugc ding nhur mot miii nhon quyét liét khi
dng muu toan md mot con dudng chién lugc khdng ch€ toan bo dong ngan song Ciru
Long d€ tiéu diét Nguy&n Anh ma chidng toi s& trinh bay trong mot bién khio khic.

Thang 11 ndm 2005

% Tién Pam Nguyé&n Tudng Phugng, sdd. tr. 48
% Alexander B. Woodside, sdd tr. 24
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