Qudc DAN BOC BAN TR BONG KINH NGHIA THUC
GUONG CHIEU HAU NEN KHOA CUf NHO HOC VIET NAM

PGS. TSKH. Nguyén Hdi Ké*

I. Nam 1907

Tai trudng thi Hoi & Hu€, cic cong si ham hd vao ki thi véi niém
sung suong ma cac khod truéc khong cé duogc, 1a “vao ngay truong thi
c6 thé dong vi lan Ion chit khong chia thanh vi Gidp, vi At nhu cée
khoa thi trudc”. Dé 1a két qua 10i tau cta Téng tai Quéc sir quan Cao
Xuan Duc dugc dich than vua Thanh Théi chuén phe.

Thi tai Ha Noi, v4i muc dich “Dong Kinh nghia thuc da bién soan
Quoc ddn doc ban' gébm 79 bai soan theo cac chi dé khic nhau: chinh
tri, xd hoi, kinh t€, van hod, tu tudng, gido duc..., 6 4 bai truc ti€p ban
vé gido duc khoa ctr, gém:

Muc 34: Giao duc

Muc 35: Giai thich vé viéc hoc

Muc 37: Ban vé€ c4i hai cua khoa ctr

Muc 38: Ban vé su khong thi hanh khoa ctf ciing ching c6 hai

Trong d6, Pong Kinh nghia thuc ¢6 nhitng nhan xét sau day vé
nén gido duc Nho hoc:

- “Nudc ta cé khoa ci ma khong c6 truong hoc, nhung ciing chua
ting cé tiéng la khong 6 triomg hoc™.

Dai hoc Khoa hoc Xa hdi va Nhan van, PHQGHN.
1. Xem 13i gidi thiéu trong Tho van Péng Kinh nghia thuc, NXB Van hoa - Cuc Luu
trlr Nha nudc - Vién Vién Béng Bac ¢ Phap, H. 1997.
Khoa ctr trong Tir dién Han - Viét ca Dao Duy Anh gidi thich: “Ché dé Iua chon
nhan tai ngay xua”. Bi vi khoa clf ¢b cac thuat ngir: Khoa danh: danh th(t nhimg
ngudi thi dau; Khoa dé: tht bac ngudi thi dau; Khoa giap; Khoa muc.
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- Truong hoc nudc ta ldy khoa cit lam muc dich, cho nén khéng
phdi ai ciing cé chi tré thanh céng khanh dai phu, nhung mdc dir doét
ddc, thi chi van & ché cong khanh dai phu. Vdy nén hoc cir cdm ddu
cam ¢6 doc nhitng cudn sdch trong réng, khong thiét thuc, kién thikc
thiéu théng. Hoc xong di thi hodc mong & ché véin hay hodc sao chép
nhitng loi cil rich. Bdt hanh ma hong thi trd vé lam ké st, lam thdy do,
cho khoa thi sau. Thé la sudt doi mong lam cong khanhdai phu ma
chdng bao gio duwgc. May mdn thi d6 ra lam quan, khéong thi ciing
dicoc ditng ddau mot lang, mét xd, cho nhie thé'la vinh. Cho nén dita tré
mdéi lon ba tdc, hoc duge cdch lam bai ciing dd@ vénh védo tie phuc g sé
cong khanh dai phu, khéng thém ngang hanh véi néng céng thuong,
ma nhitng nguoi néng, cong, thiong giau cé ciing bdt con em bd nghé
nghiép ciia minh, theo con duong khoa cw, st hoan. Tir khi giao thong
voi cdc nudc tién loi, hoc lai cho con em ho hoc vai chit Tdy Au d¢
lam ké nuéi miéng, cho nhu thé' lam thiong sdach. Than 6i !

Khong c6 noc déc cua khoa cw, lam sao dén néi hang tram thir
hoc bi bé phém nhdn tdm suy yéu nhu vday! Chiing ta phdi cdm ghét,
dau dén vi tinh trang dé, khong dé thiéu nién chiing ta nhiém ldy cdi
noc doc dy nita.

Khoa cit va nha truong la hai cdi déi ldp nhau, khong thé cing
ton tai som hay mudn ciing phdi bo di. Thiéu nién chiing ta phdi ra siic
hoc cdi hitu dung, cho dé cdi hoc khoa cit phd bo chi huong cita minh.

... Gid st bo thuc hoc, cit theo doi khoa ci, thi hoi di thi duore
mdy nguot dé dat, dé dat duoc mdy ngudi ra lam quan, lam quan duoc
mdy nguoi hanh thong suot doi.

Néi rang bo khoa cit thi hét duong muu sinh. Téi khéng cho la
thé” To6i chua hé thdy nhitng nguoi di thi hong chét déi bao gio. Theo
t61, bo dugc khoa cu la may to, con nhu bdt hanh, khong bé duoc thi
thay gido phai day cho hoc tro thanh nguoi hitu dung, nguoi tri thicc
phdi dé ra nhimg nguyén tdc méi, bién soan sdch mdi ¢é ich cho moi
nguotl trong nudc, nguoi thong hiéu van e Pong Tdy phdi dich nhimg
cudn sdch cé ich dé mé mang phong khi céng, néng, thuong phdi cé
chi tién thit dé khuyéch triuong nghé nghiép. Trong thic nghiép, chua

102



c6 cdi ndo khéng dem lai loi ich quéc gia, xd héi cho nhdn logi cd.

Con nhie néi rdng: Long nguoi Idy viéc lam quan la vinh hién thi sé
nhiém mdi nhitng tu tudnghii Idu ciia théi cii ma thoi. Nhu thé thi quoc
dan lam sao cé thé tu ldp dwoc.”

Qua sét rudt véi muc dich “cot mo mang ddn tri hong ddt co so
cho nén tan hoc” ma Dong Kinh nghia thuc pht dinh sach tron nén
khoa ctr Nho hoc gdn 1000 nam t6n tai chang ?

II. Sir sach trude va sau van tu hao 1a Quéc T gidm - cla
Thang Long dung lén tir 1076, nhu {2 trudng dai hoc ddu tién cia quoc
gia Dai Viét. Réi trai qua cédc triéu Tran, Lé dén Nguyén, truong Nho
hoc cta Nha nudc con ti€p tuc mé dén cdp huyén (nhi€u noi con ¢
truong hang Téng).

Ngoai hé thong trudng “cong l4ap”, cdc ving ludn cé trudng tu
thuc, nhit 1a ving Thang Long — Ha N6i - mdt trung tdm gido duc tu
thudng xuyén va 1én, noi luén cé nhifng trudng, nhitng thdy gido noi
ti€ng. Cudi thé ki XIX, & Ha Noi cé thé ké dén cic trudng: Hao Nam
ctia Pham Quy Thich, H6 Dinh cia Vi Tong Phan; Phuong Dinh cia
Nguyén Van Siéu; Vii Thach cia Nguyén Huy Dic, truong Ti€ng Song
ctia thay Ngo Van Dang, trudng Ciic Hién ctia thay L& Dinh Duyén...

Hién thuc dé, cac yéu nhan cia Pong Kinh nghia thuc khong phai
khong biét. Nhung, khi xét vé muc dich cta viéc hoc, viéc gido duc
“Muc dich la hoc gan lién véi khoa cit, la ra lam quan nén cé truong
ciing nhu khéng co”.

Hoc ra dé lam quan. Theo thong ke, thdi Lé - Trinh ¢6 727 tién
si cac bac, cé dén 712 ngudi ra lam quan, con lai 15 truong hgp thi:

- 4 trudng hogp chua kip vinh quy da mat (Bui Cong Tén, Ti€n si
nam 1865, Ngo6 Hung Gido — 1740, Nguyén Thi Lugng — 1731,
Nguyén Hué - 1733).

9 truong hgp khong ghi lai hanh trang (Can Van Nha, Ngoé Sach
Thi, Lé Binh Trung, Nguyén Hitu Pao, Pang Cong Dién, Lé Trong
Tin, Nguyén Dinh Gian, Luu Dinh, Vi Trong Ti).

- Truong hgp duy nhdt sau khi thi dd, cdo tir khong ra lam quan
1a Nguyén Huy Cin. Dai Viét sit ki tuc bién cho biét: “Thi dinh
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ddng do ddu, vi thdt cdch bi trudt xudng cudi bdng. Cdn xin tir vé
khong lam quan”.

Triéu dinh Dai Viét thdi Lé so trd di (it nhit qua van bia Tién si
ndm 1442) da khang dinh “Hién tdi la nguyén khi ciia quéc gia”, gan
lién véi thinh, suy ctia quéc gia. Va ciing biét “Ding nguoi khéng chi
6 mot l61, chon hoc tro khéng phdi chi cé6 mét duomg” (thi clt) ma con
¢6 ca dé cir, tién cir.

Vua chia Viét Nam ciing da timg diing céc hinh thitc ndy. Nhu
thoi Nguyén chang han, chi tinh tir Gia Long dén Tu Pic (1802 dén
1883) da 40 l4n ra chi€u chi cdu “ngudi tai”. Vua Minh Mang, 20 nam
1820-1840 “khdt nhdn tai nhuw khdat nuéce”, “luon dé trong ché bén
canh minh dé mong tim digc nguoi tai” c6 dén 22 chi€u chi vé ciu
nguoi tai.

Thé nhung khi ¢6 tién ctr 16i, chinh Minh Mang lai ban khodn.

Nam 1822, sau nhi€u l4n thic giuc triéu thdn tién cir, bon Han
lam vién Hoang Kim Hodn, Ki luc Quang Pic Ngoé B4 Lam dé ctr 7
nguoi, Minh Mang lai ban khoan: “Khoa thi mia thu gén dén, bon nay
néu qud c6 thic hoc, sao khong theo con duomg khoa muc réng rdi ma
lai di con dwong tdt nay. Vd lai nhdn tai hiém c6, mot ngay tién cir dén
bdy nguoi nhie thé’ chang lam dung sao”. Thanh thir, cusi cung thi con
dudng “ra lam quan” vé thuc chat chinh 14 qua thi ctr.

Thi ctr duge diing lam thudc do pho bién nht, cao nhat, cudi ciing
chit lugng gido duc Nho hoc.

Vi thi Huong, tuy chua c6 s6 liéu ngudi thi timg trudng, nhung

chi riéng khoa thi nam Gidp Ngoc Thanh Théi thit 6 (1894) tai truong
 thi Ha Nam ¢6 dén 9700 ngudi thi, chi 14y 60 ngudi.

Con sau khi thi d6 Huong, 1a thi Hoéi, thi:

(Nguén: Lich triéu tap ki, 82 bia Tién sT Van Miéu)

KHOA THI SO NGUGI DU THI sO LAY pb
1 1604 Trén 5000 7
2 1613 Hon 1000 4
3 1619 Vai ngan 7
4 1623 Hon 3000 7
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5 1637 Vai ngan 20
6 1640 Trén 6000

7 1643 Trén 2000 9

8 1652 Trén 2000 9

9 1656 Dudi 3000 6

10 1661 Gan 3000 . 13
11 1670 Trén 2000 31
12 1673 Trén 3000 5

13 1676 Ngét 3000 20
14 1680 Han 2000 19
15 1683 Dén 3000 18
16 1685 2800 13
17 1691 Pén 3000 1
18 1694 Hon 2000 5

19 1697 Tdi 3000 10
20 1700 Trén 2000 19
21 1703 Pén 3000 6

22 1706 Géan 3000 5

23 1712 Hagn 2000 17
24 1715 2500 20
25 1718 Han 3000 17
26 1721 Gan 3000 25
27 1724 Gan 3000 18
28 1727 Téi 3000 10
29 1733 Gan 3000 18
30 1739 Dén 3000 8

31 1743 Hon 2000 7

32 1746 Dudéi 2000 4

33 1748 Dén 3000 13

Trong 61 ki thi ¢6 33 ki thi ghi rd s6 lugng thi sinh. Trong d6

nam cao nhat 1a 1640 trén 6000, c6 gidn 27 ki thi tir 2000 ngudi tro&
lén du thi.’

3

Nhung phin 16n si tir khong phai chi thi mot 14n 1a d6!

Xem thém Nguy&n Bao Trang, Chinh quyén Lé - Trinh voi thi Huong, thi H6i thé
ki XVI1-XVII. Khod luén t6t nghiép Khoa Str, Khoa 46, H., 2005.

Lé Thi Thu Hién: V& cac ki thi Dinh thé ki XVII-XVIII. Luan van Thac sT Lich s,
Khoa Lich su. Dai hoc KHXH&NV, H. 2006.
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Trong muc nhdn vdt chi cha Lich triéu hién chuong loai chi, Phan
Huy Chi nhic dén trén 100 nhan vat timg qua thi ¢t Nho hoc ra lam
quan, trong d6 chi c6 4 trudng hgp la: Nguyén Cong Hing, Pham Pinh
Trong, Nguyén Quang Nhuén, L& Quy Doén cé kém theo dong chir
“Thi héi muoi khoa lién, déu tring tam truomg”, Vi Xuan Nhai
“Nhiéu lan di thi hoi déu chi tring truong”...

Khong phai ngau nhién ma trong kho tang vin hoc chit Han cla
Viét Nam. that kh6 ké hét bao nhiéu bai tho mimg hay dau khd vé
chuyén thi d6, hay trugt. Chéng han, tho ctia Tién si Poan Huyén
(1808-1882): Tdng anh con Bdc di thi Huong:Lam thay Hoi tw van
mitng ong cu nhdn ¢ Khiic Thuy; Thay loi mimg 6ng Cir nhdn Vin
Coc; Mimg ong Ho Pdng Van Céc dé Tién si; Tién Cit nhdn Hoang
Trung lén Kinh thi Hoi; Miing anh ho dé trudng phi... Va, dién hinh
cho sur dau kho vé chuyén thi trugt 12 hinh anh Tii Xuong.

III. Lich sir thi cir Nho hoc & ca hai cdp thi Huong, thi Héi &
Viét Nam, lai luén di lién véi cac hién tuong tiéu cuc

Toan thu, dan ra cic sy kién c6 lién quan méi € trong cic ki thi
Huong, thi Hoi thé ki XVII-XVIII, it nhat {a cdc dang sau:

T CAC DANG “TIEU CUC” TRONG CAC DANG CHUNG
THI CU TRONG THIHUONG | TRONG THI HOI -
THI DiNH
1 Thi sinh mang sach vao Cac ki thi 1664 Nguy&n Khiém
truong thi Hanh — 1757
2 Hoc tro thudc bai van mau, Tinh trang trudc Pinh Thi Trung, Lé
déu chép lai nhu nhau. Ngusi | 1711 Quy Kiét - 1775
cham tuy y phé duyét |ay dd
3 B3i quyén thi cho nhau
4 Quan trudng nhan héi 16 Tham Chinh
Thanh Hoa Vi
C&u H&i, Tham
chinh Son Tay Lé
Chi Pao - 1673
5 Cay quyén thé than quen gli | nt Phi Chua Trinh
gam hoc tro, ngusi quen, khi nhd chdm bai cho
thi, khi chdm bai em trai
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6 Biét trudc dé thi, 1am bai san 1786
mang vao
7 Xoay tién ké di thi bang cach. | Ngd Sach Du -
Quan lam viéc & truang thi Ph( Doan ph
mang giéu sach vao trudng, Phung Thién —
ngam cho gia nhan lam thay 1673
quyén thi dua vao chdm dé
|y a6
8 Nhd ngudi lam bai hoac lam Giam thi trudng Nguyén Trat —
bai san cho ngudi thi (?) Phung Thién - 1623*
1717
9 Cha&m bai thi sai quyén dang | Tham chinh Son Trudng hop
d8 cho truot, thi€u didm ma | Tay Lé ChiDao- | Nguyén Van
van d6, cham bai thi theo 1673 Quang - 1631-
cam tinh Ng6 Thi Sy - 1776
10 Hach séach tién cla cia ngudi | Nha mén hai ti
da db Tam trudng, T( trudng | Thira, Hién, - 1687
11 Khé&o hach bai blra bai. Céc trudng thi
Thanh, Nghé
Phung Thién—
1698~
12 ST tlr &t pha trudng thi Truang Nghé An -

1743, Trudng
Thanh Hoa - 1774

IV. Triéu dinh tir doi Lé So qua Lé - Trinh dén Nguyén hing

- ..,/- - N 9 . A [Py - ~ \ 2 Ve
mdy tram nam khong phai khong biét va di ting cuong thay doi1 cac
bién phdp vdi ngudi di thi, ngudi coi, ngudi cham thi:

4

V& su kién nay, cac sach chép khdng giéng nhau: Toan thu, va sau nay la Cuong
muc chép gidng nhau “Nguy&n Trat ngdm mugn ngudi l1am bai, viéc phat giac,
Vuong khong bang long, cho nén khoa 4y, khéng cho chon bang vang”.

Bia Tién sTkhoa 1623 viét “trong khi cac si tir |am bai, bdng c6 Nguyén Trat lam
van hoi sai thé thi, nén chi c6 6 quyén dudc khao duyat ma thoi. Va lai theo 18
cii, nhitng ngudi vao thi Binh thi khéng bi trudt nén van cho Truat db cudi bang”.
Con Tran Quéc Tran trong “Nhitng chuyén la trong thi ci cla Viét Nam thoi xua’,
NXB Thanh Hoa, 2004 thi chép Trat tdi da, mai 40 tudi mai thi Huong, do thay
dan ban bé giup, d6 huong céng va nam tdc ép, Trat di thi.
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1. Ting cuong khdu t6 chitc kiém tra phdt hién gian ldn ctia thi sinh

Nam 1499: Ngay vao thi sinh bi khdm xét rdt ngdt & céng truong.
Néu c6 ai dem sdch vé hay di thi ginm thi bat sung qudn, & bdn phil ba
ndm, tron doi khéng diucoc di thi (1é cdm mang sdch vo, di thi ginm vao
kiém sodt & sdn. Ngay vao thi cdc gidm sinh, sinh doé cé li do gi dé
dang & qué thi phdi 16i trinh dién, diém danh tai bdn phii (16 trinh dién
diém danh bdt dau tir ddy), nguoi ndao vding mdt bi phat gidc thi bi
sung quadn & bdn phil, ngudi nao lén vao truomg hodc di thi ginm déu bi
tri té1 nhu quy dinh”.

2. Khdo hach (kiém tra lai chdt luong) s nguoi da thi dé & tdt
cd cdc cdp, nhdt la cdp thi Huong

Nam 1511: Thang 3 dinh ré Ié thi Huong giao cho xd trucng ldp
s& cung két vé hoc trod trong xd, cot la cé thuc luc hoc chit khong ké' sé
lwong nhiéu it dua lén cho ban quan chdu huyén khdo mét ki dm td,
quan phii huyén khdo ba bai kinh nghia, quan Thita hién héi dong

At E)

khdo thi nhu 1é... Néu ai cé tu tinh, phdt gidc dwoc thi bi tri t6i”.

Nam 1664: Thién ha cho rdang phan lén nhitng sinh dé triing cdc
khoa truéc chua phdi la gidi, bén cho phiic khdo sinh dé cdc xit da
ddu ba khoa Ty, Mdo, Ddu, ¢ bdi cdt giita séong Nhi Ha. Nguoi dat van
la sinh do, nguoi khéng dat thi digc hoc thém hai nam dé duw thi
Huong Idn nita. Néu thi khong ddu thi phdi vé lam dan, chiu sai dich.

Nhitng nam 1698, 1726, 1751, 1774... cdc doi chida Trinh da t§
chitc thi khao lai cdc sinh d6 véi s6 lugng 16n.

3. Thay ddi thé vdn thi, cdch ra dé, chdm thi

Chang han:

Nam 1711: Lé cii quan truong ra dé, nhie van tir luc chdng qua
khodng muoi dé, phii chdng qua ndm, ba dé, dén nay da thanh nép
khéng hé thay déi. Pén néi nguoi hoc phdn nhiéu soan sdn truyén cho
nhau hoc thuéc long, nguoi thi cir theo bai da hoc chépra nguyén van.
Quan truong khdo duyét lai cho rdang cdc bai giéng nhau la sy thuong,
cho nén déu cam viéc mang sdch vd vao trieong va di thi ginm tuy
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nghiém ngdt nhumg ké thi ddu phdn nhiéu lai khong cé thuc hoc. Dén
ddy nghi cdach thay doi thoi tuc 1é dé.

Nam 1720: Nghi dinh rdng thi Huong trudc dé déu do quan coi
thi ra dé, dén dday ban rang vi ki thi thit ba va thit tw la dip quyét khoa
cua st tir, bén ddc ménh sai quan & kinh t6i phit chiia nghi dé ddng
trinh, roi sai nguodi theo ngua tram chuyén vé cdc truong. Riéng viing
Thanh Nghé ¢ xa thi vdn giao cho cdc quan Hién sdt lam Khdam sai
mao sdach ra dé nhu cii” ...

4. Tdng han ngach ldy do

Chéng han:
Nam Thi Huang

1 1720 Truong San Nam

2 1726 Pha Phung Thién
Hang Tam trudng tir 100 lén 150
Hang T trudng tir 10 1én 20

3 1743 Lay thém ngach d& & trudng thi Huong vi ddu nam Canh Hung
gap nhiéu thién tai, binh Ia nén khoa thi trudc phai hodn

4 1768 Khoi phuc lai s6 d8 & truding thi Son Nam

5 1771 Quy dinh sé sinh dé:
+ Trugng Son Nam Ia 1000, T trudng ia 100.
+ Thanh Hoa 100
+ Nghé An, Kinh Bac, Hai Duong, son Tay: 80
+ Phung Thién: 20
+ An Quang, Thai Nguyén, Tuyén Quang, HUng Hoa, B8
Chanh; ct 10 ngusi dé thi |18y thém 1 ngudi. .

Nhung, cdi luin quin clia c4c cai cdch khoa cilr ctia triéu dinh,
nhat la thoi Leé - Trinh gidng nhu Con kién ma leo canh da, leo phdi
canh coc leo ra leo vao, 1a 6 chd nao: “bé vdan sdch ludn thi lam vdan
bdt ¢é, bo vén bdt c6 lai lam ven sdch lugn”.

Tiéu cuc trong khoa cir Nho hoc gan nhu mét thudc tinh, mot cian
bénh “nan y” cang chita cang lan siu, chita triéu chitng nay, nay ra
triéu chimg khac. Phan Huy Chi timg cho ring chinh qua thi cir 1a thé
hién su suy thinh ctia quéc gia.
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V. Khong chi dén Pong Kinh nghia thuc méi nhan ra nhimg
bat cap cua ché do khoa cir nay

Tu the ki XVIII-XIX véi nhimg kién nghi cia Bui Si Tiém, Ngo
~ Thi S, Lé Quy Don...

Thé ki XIX, Nguyén Truong To (1828-1871) khi dé xuat “8 viéc
can lam ngay” (T€ cdp bét diéu) cho riang d6 12 nén gido duc “nguoc
doi” khi ong chi ra “chiing ta cdu né 1dp qudn doi xua sung thuong vin
chuong phii phiém nén chua tung hodanh bén bé duoc... Héi con bé thi
hoc van tir, thi phii, dén khi lém thi lai lam nhitng viéc thuéc lugt, lich,
binh, hinh... Hoi con bé thi hoc Son Dong, Son Tdy, ¢ ddu ddu, dén lon
lam viéc thi lai di Nam Ki, Bdc Ki. Hoi nhd thi hoc nhiing sdch thién
van, dia ly, phong tuc thoi xua cua Trung Hoa (ma bdy gio ho dd sita
khdc roi, dén 1on di lam lai phdi theo thién van, dia li chdnh su, phong
fuc cua nudc Nam khéng dinh ddéng gi dén sdch hoc cd... Thdt la gido
duc nguoc doi”.?

Dén Dong Kinh nghia thuc thi hinh thitc phé phén nay khong chi
dimg lai & miic 1i thuyét, & timg diém nita, ma 12 chi€u hau, 1a phé
phén toan bo mot hé théng, 1a tuyén chi€n quyét liét bing chinh mo
hinh trén thyc t&€ - dit chi t6n tai ngdn ngli — nhung rat rd rang, trén
chinh manh dat c6 lich sir ngan nam coa truyén théng khoa cir - khoa
hoan. Su quyét liét va vi dai cua Dong Kinh nghia thuc véi su nghiép
gido duc 1a & chd nay.

> Nguyén Trudng T - con ngudi va di cdo. Truong Ba Can tap hop va gidi thiéu.
NXB Da Ning, 1989. |
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