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CAN CU PIA O PONG THAP MUOI TRUOGC NAM 1945

Dang Hoang Sang(*)

1. Trai qua qua trinh lich sir 1au dai, Pong Thap Muoi di timg xuit hién
trong dan gian véi nhiéu gia thuyét va tén goi khac nhau'. Pay khong phai 1a dia
danh hanh chinh, ma la dia danh ving, chi mét khu vuc rong 16n khéng cé ranh
gidi 16 rang, duoc hinh thanh vao khoang dau thé ky XIX va nhanh chéng trd
thanh mot trong nhitng dia danh ndi tiéng trén pham vi ca nude.

Cung voi ving tir giac Long Xuyén, Pong Thap Mudi 1a mot tiéu ving dia
Iy tu nhién mang tinh dic thu, thudc hinh théi cdu trac thuong chau thd cia
Pdng bang song Ciru Long?.

Xét vé vi tri dia ly, Péng Thap Muoi nam giira kinh tuyén 105°12° va
106°30° Pong va gilta vi tuyén 10°15° va 11°00° Bac, co dién tich khoang
69.700 km?, phia Bac giap bién gi¢i Camphuchia véi duong ranh gidi quoc gia
dai 189,7 km (trong do, phan tiép giap véi tinh Long An dai 137,7 km va phan
tiép giap v6i tinh Pong Thap dai 52 km)?, phia Tay va Nam giap song Tién, phia
Poéng va Pong Bic giap luu vuc hitu ngan song Vam Coé Pong. Theo don vi
hanh chinh hién nay, ving nay trai trén ba tinh: Long An (thi x Kién Tuong,
huyén Tan Hung, Vinh Hung, Mdc Hoa, Tan Thanh, Thanh Hoa, Puc Hoa va
cac xa phia Bac huyén Thi Thira va Bén Lirc); Pong Thap (thi xa Hong Ngu,
huyén Cao Lanh, Tan Hong, Tam Noéng, Thanh Binh, Thap Muoi) va Tién
Giang (thi xa Cai Lay, huyén Cai B¢, Tan Phudc, khu vuc phia Tay huyén Chau
Thanh).

Pia hinh Pong Thap Mudi 1a ving triing rong 16n, duge chia ra thanh hang
ngan manh béi cac con sdng, rach 16n nhé chay ngang doc chang chit do thién
nhién va con ngudi tao nén. Mua kho, dit né chan chim, Pong Thap Mudi ndi
lén nhiéu doi, giong va ngudi dan co thé di lai trén doc hai bén bd kénh. Mua
mua, nude tir thuong ngudn song Mé Kong d6 vé khong kip chay ra bién, @ 1én
tran ngap ménh mong. O ving trung tim, nudc dang nhu bién, ¢6 noi muc nude
1én tir 2,5 dén 4m; chi c6 mot phuong tién di lai duy nhét 1a ghe, xudng. Phu 1én
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toan Dé)ng Thap Muoi la dung, bang, sy, nan, tranh, tram, co lac. Ngoai ra,
Pong Thap Mudi con duge ménh danh 1a ving “cir diém kién ¢ nhat™* cia dat
phén, nén rudng dat khai pha duoc phai trai qua thoi gian rat dai moi thuan thuc,
nang suét rat thép. Co thé noi, nhitng dinh tinh dac trung ctia ving ma ndi bat
1én 1a cac yéu td nhu: nude — mua — lii lut — chua phén gay anh huong bét loi
dén doi séng sinh hoat.

Tuy nhién, bu lai & Dong Thiap Mudi c6 nhiéu ca tom ty nhién do mua
nuédc ndi hang nim mang lai (duwoc xem 13 “ngur trirong” ca dong), nén cd nhiéu
thon lang va viing ven chuyén theo nghé khai thac ca. TUy theo dia ban va mua
nuéc 1én hay khi nudce rat, ma dan dia phuong sang ché ra cong cu va ky thuat
danh bat khac nhau. Hoat dong khai thac va ché bién con c4 chiém gﬁn hét thoi
gian trong nim cta néng dan dja phuong. Chinh sinh hoat khai thac ca & Pong
Thap Muoi da khodc 1én cho viing ndy mot dién mao vin hda kha dic biét®.

2. Vao thoi ky khan hoang, bang cong stic ciia nhiéu thé hé trong qua trinh
chinh phuc thién nhién duoc luu truyén qua nhiing cdu chuyén bat sau, danh
cop, san voi, phan anh mot qua trinh khic phuc nhiing tr¢ lyc cua tu nhién,
nhimg lwu dan di dan dan bién vung triing hoang vu thanh ving dat c¢6 nhiéu
thanh phan dan cu quan tu vé sinh séng va lap nghiép. Cudc sdng gian nan va
day nguy hiém d6 di lam cho nhiing luu dan binh thuong ciing tré nén can dam
va thién chién. Pay vira 1a qué trinh ting budc khang dinh chi quyén lanh tho
clia minh trén ving dat méi, vira 1a nhitng pham chat dic biét s& giup ho trong
tuong lai c6 dii stc manh bién noi day thanh cin ct trong cudc khang chién
chéng gidc ngoai xAm sau nay.

Cubi thé ky XVIII, ving Bong Thap Mudi di trd thanh cin ¢t an nau cua
nhitng ¢4 nhan hay luc luong ddi lap véi chinh quyén. Nam 1775, chia Nguyén
Phtc Thuan bi quan Trinh rdi Ty Son tin cong bo chay vao Nam. Tir nim
1776, duong song tir Bén Lirc qua Rach Chanh vé Ba Gidng (Tién Giang) ting
nhiéu 1an tré thanh dudng rat quan ciia Nguyén Phic Thuan va Nguyén Anh khi
bi quan Tay Son danh bai; con cac thén My Trang, Tan Ly Tay (phia Nam Pong
Thap Mudi) da 14 cin ct voi nhitng thanh lity cua cac luc lugng chéng Tay Son.

Sau khi quan Nguyén bj Nguyén Lir danh tan va chiém dugc Sai Gon vao
thang 2/1776, chua Nguyén sai D6 Thanh Nhan (Nhon) truyén hich mo quan
can vuong & cac dao, quan s 1én dén 3.000. Thang 5/1776, BS Thanh Nhan
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(Nhon) tu xung 1a Pong Son Thuong tuéng quan, 1ay ving Ba Gidng lam cin
ctr 11 kéo dén danh Gp Nguyén Lir va chiém dugc Sai Gon.

Thang 3/1781, 6 Thanh Nhan (Nhon) bi Nguyén Anh 1ap muu giét chét.
Boi vi “ludn cdy minh c6 cong ma cd ¥ vuot quyén, long kiéu ngao, quyén sinh
quyén st trong tay lai c6 Am muu lam phan™®. Sau su kién nay, kha nhiéu thudc
tudng, quan linh da tron di va cling chon Ba Gidng 1am cin cr dé chong lai
Nguyén Anh.

Ntra sau thé ky XIX, can ctt Ba Gidng tiép tuc dugc Thién ho VO Duy
Duong dong dai ban doanh & thon Binh Cach, ciing v6i Nguyén Hiru Huan 1anh
dao khang chién chong thuc dan Phap tir sau Hiép uwéc Nham Tuat nam 1862.
“Tur day hai 6ng chi huy nghia quan huy dong nhan dan thiét 1ap hé théng don
lity trén khu vuc dat Ba Giong (tir Binh Cach qua My Qui, Thudc Nhiéu dén Cai
Lay, Cai B&). Cac go cao, céc cira song trong yéu déu c6 xdy don dip can”’. GO
Cat, Giéng Phén, vam Cai Thia va kénh Cay Gdo 1a cac vi tri quan trong déu ¢
nghia quan doéng don cb thu. Sau nira nim xay dung, cing voi can cir Tan Hoa
(GO Céng) cua Truong Pinh, lyc lwong nghia quan & can ctr Ba Gidng duogc gia
tang va 1a hai gong kim lién hé phdi hop nhau chit chg, sin sang bop nghet luc
lugng chung trong tinh Dinh Tuong cuia Phap.

Tai day, nghia quan V& Duy Duong c6 nhiéu tran tap kich quéan giic, dic
biét 1a tran danh déng loat cac dén & Rach Tra, Long Thanh, Thuoc Nhiéu,...
vao dém 17 rang sang 18/12/1862, gy cho Phap nhiéu thiét hai. Pén ngay
20/4/1863, quan Phap lai tin cong nghia quan lan thtr ba (hai lan trude 1a vao
thang 11/1861 va ngay 16/1/1863), lac nay quan khéi nghia mai that sy bi danh
bat ra khoi Binh Céch, cung 30 nghia quan con lai rat vé Xoai Tu, mot trong ba
ctra ngd vao Pong Thap Muoi.

Thang 7/1864, Thu Khoa Huan bi Tong déc An Giang la Phan Khic Than
bat giao cho Phap. Pén ngay 20/8/1864, Truong Pinh bi Huynh Cong Tan phan
bdi, nén hy sinh & GO COng. Trudc nhitng méat mat to 16n nay, V4 Duy Duong
quyét dinh rat vao Pong Thap Mudi va noi day sau d6 tré thanh trung tim
khang chién méi trong nhitng nam 1864 — 1866.

Chon Pong Thap Mudi 1am cin ctr 1a mot budc tién quan trong trong qué
trinh 1anh dao khang chién cia V& Duy Duong. Loi dung dia hinh ménh méng,
nhiéu tram, lau sdy va duong giao théng khong c6, nghia quén rat thuin loi cho
chién tranh du kich & thé cong 1an thé thu. Tai diy, V& Duy Duong dit tong
hanh dinh tai go Thap Mudi va 1ap mot hé thong phong tha gom don Ta, don
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Hiru, d6n Tién an ngit ba con dudng di tir go Bic Chién (Moc Hoa), Can L
(Cao Lanh) va rach Cai Nra (Cai B&) vao go Thap Mudi. Mdi don co tir 200 dén
300 nghia quan, 10 khau sting va 4 — 5 chuc thdt sting ban da, vai khau dai bac®,
c6 lity cao bao boc. Co thé noi, chon Pong Thap Muoi lam cin c&t khang chién
cho thay V& Duy Duong 1a mét lanh tu nghia quin c6 tim nhin chién luge, mot
nha quan sy tai ba.

V5 Duy Duong con lién két chién ddu véi cac luc luong khang chién &
nhitng ving chung quanh, khién cho Pong Thap Mudi tuy con hoang vu, duoc
khai pha mudn hon rat nhiéu so véi cac khu vuc khac da tro thanh gan b hon
bao gio hét v&i vAn ménh cua Nam Ky va ca nudc. Mac du biét 1a can ct cla
quan khoi nghia, nhung cho dén dau nam 1866, giic Phap van chua thé xam
nhap duoc vao ving nay. Trong khi d6, nghia quan tir cin cir tién ra tap kich
Phép, gdy cho chiing bat ngo va thiét hai ddng ké. Pén thang 4/1866, quan Phap
bat dau tin cong vao trung tim Pong Thap Muoi véi ba mili gidp cong xuat phat
tir Can Lo, My Tho va Tan An. Trudc sy ap dao vé vii khi hién dai, quan Phap
chiém dugc cac don chinh. Pé bao toan luc luong chd thoi co moi, Thién Ho
Duong d3 dan nghia quin con lai rat khoi can ¢t Pong Thap Muoi; Pdc Binh
Kiéu & lai can hau, bao dam an toan cho nghia quan rat lui. DPdc Binh Kiéu danh
tra quyét liét va cudi cung hy sinh anh diing.

Sau khi ba tinh mién Ty Nam Ky roi vao tay Phap (1867), Pong Thap
Mudi tuy khong con 1a trung tam lanh dao khang chién, nhung ¢ ving ven van
c6 can cr ciia cac luc lugng yéu nudc chdng Phap tiép dién trong nhiéu nim sau
d6. Tir nam 1872 — 1875, Thu khoa Nguyén Hitu Huan thu linh khdi nghia ving
Tan An — My Tho cing Au Duong Lan tap hop nghia quan ndi day lan thir ba,
quy tu téi 3.000 nguoi. Trude do, Tha khoa Huan di hai 1an dtng 1én khai nghia
chéng Phap ¢ Pinh Tuong vao cac nam 1859 — 1862 va 1863 — 1864. Mic du
vdy, so sanh twong quan luc lugng ngdy cang nghiéng vé thyc dan Phap, cudi
cung Nguyén Hiru Huan bi gidc bat va tir hinh ngay 19/5/1875.

Cubi nam 1870, 150 nghia quan dudi sy chi huy cia Nguyén Soai Than da
tap kich quan Phap & d6n Cai Lay va t6i nam 1878, véi hoat dong cua cac thu
linh Lé Van Ong, Nguyén Vin Kha, phong trao vii trang chéng Phap van con
kha s6i ndi & khu vie Cao Lanh, Cai Bé — ving ven ctia Pong Thap Muoi.

Nam 1940, Déng Thap Muoi lai s61 dong, boi su chuan bi khan truong cho
cudc khoi nghia tai cac dia phuong trong ving. O My Tho, Tinh ay quyét dinh
chon vung rung Ba U, toan cady tram, mang, lac rdm rap, thuoc lang Tan Ly
Dong (Chau Thanh) lam can ctr cdch mang cua tinh. Vung nay gidp ranh ba lang
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Long Pinh, Tam Hiép, Tan Ly Dong, ké can Pdng Thap Muodi rong ménh
mong. O cac quan ciing chon nhiing noi ¢6 co so, phong trao manh lam can ctr
nhu Bic Chau Thanh (Chau Thanh); Bic Cai Lay (ving riung tram Tan Hoa,
gidgp My Hanh Péng); Bic Cai Bé (Hau M¥, Phung Thét do dong chi Lé Thi
Kim Chi xay dung can ci tir nhitng nim 1936 — 1938);... Xét vé mit vi tri dia 1i,
nhitng cin ctr nay déu gan véi can ctr cua tinh va ké sat voi Dong Thap Mudi®.
Tuy nhién, do bi 16 nén cudc khdi1 nghia & M§ Tho nhanh chong thét bai.

O Téan An tinh dén cudi ndm 1940, thue dan Phép bat 261 nguoi, khong ké
s6 nguoi chung d3 ban chét tai chd. Trude tinh hinh dich khung bd gay gt,
thang 1/1941, ddng chi Phan Van Khoe duoc bau lam Bi thu X ty, quyét dinh
xdy dung cin cir Mp Xanh dé dbi pho véi su khung bd cua dich. Pay 1a ving
cin ct tiép giap Pong Thap Mudi, bao gdm cac xa Thanh Loi, Binh Thanh va
Binh Hoa rong 35 km, dai 70 km nam gitta hai song Vam Co Péng va Vam Co
Tay va tir bién gi6i Viét Nam — Campuchia dén kénh Day Thép (kénh dao tir
nga tu Bo Bo dén rach Ba Von — Vam C6 Pong). “Doc kénh Bo Bo hinh thanh
mot vung du kich, trai rong qua 11 x3 giitta Pong Thap Mudi, hon 150 chién si
du kich da quy tu vé day”™°.

Sau khot nghia Nam Ky thét bai, luc luong khot nghia & Tan An, Sa Béc
va My Tho d4 rat vé ddy dé hinh thanh nhiéu 16m du kich. O phia Tay cua Pong
Thap Muoi c¢6 luc luong nghia quan cua tinh Sa Péc, phia Nam Pong Thap
Muoi c6 cac luc luong nghia quan quan Chau Thanh, Cai Lay cua tinh My Tho.

Sau khi rat vé Pong Thap Mudi, Xt uy chi truong ciing ¢b va ting cudng
xdy dung can ctr. Theo d6, luc lugng vii trang duoc thong nhat do dong chi Luu
Dy Chau trong Ban khoi nghia tinh Tan An lam chi huy truéng. Dang bo khu
cin ctr to chuc sap xép lai cac chi b, ra to bao Dan cay, t6 chirc hoc tap chinh
tri, thong bao tin tirc va in truyén don. Nhiéu tai liéu quan trong ctia X y va
Trung wong; dung cu in 4n, sich bao, do dung san xuat vii khi,... duoc chuyén
vé cin ctr an toan. Pong thoi, hinh thanh xudng ché tao vii khi thé so nhu dao
gim, gido, mac, lyu dan vo sat tdy, min vo xi mang. Vé sau, ché tao duoc “siing
voOi siéu” c6 strc uy hiép dich do tiéng nd to.

C6 thé noi, ngoai thyc hi¢n nhiém vu tép trung luc luong nghia quan ctua
nhiéu tinh dé déi phé véi su khing bd cua dich sau khoi nghia Nam Ky, cin ctr
Mdp Xanh 1 co s& quan trong dé hinh thanh cin ctr dia Pong Thap Muoi trong
cudc khang chién chong thuc dan Phap sau nam 1945.
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Dé d6i pho lai, ngay 26/2/1941, Phap ldy dat Binh Hoa dé thanh 1ap mot
quan dic biét do tri phu Nguyén Vian Hoai (chi quan Chau Thanh — Tan An)
phu trach, chdng nghia quan con tru lai & can ct Péng Thap Mudi. Chung tién
hanh khiing b 4c liét, nén khoang thang 3/1941, Bi thu tinh Tan An Tran Trung
Tam cung mot s6 dong chi chi truong phan tan lyc luong chién ddu'l. Tir nam
1942 cho dén su kién Nhat dao chinh Phap (9/3/1945), luc lugng cach mang van
bam try cin ¢t Dong Thap Mudi, mic du dich can quét lién tuc va git gao.

3. V6i vi tri dia hinh chién luge, ngay tir “thé ky ciia chién tranh néng
ddan”, Péng Thap Mudi trd thanh cin c&t cho cac luc lugng ddi lap chinh tri
ding chan. Pac biét, tir nra sau thé ky XIX dén trude nam 1945, nhiing “dan
dp, dan ldn, mén nghia lam qudn chiéu mé™? d3 bién Pong Thap Muoi tro
thanh mot trung tdm hoi tu nghia s yéu nudc va céac luc lugng cach mang trong
cudc khang chién chéng thuc dan Phap xam lugc. Tir cac cin clr trong ving,
cudc chién dau cua nhan dan Déng Thap Muoi dudi su 1anh dao cua cac luc
luong yéu nudc da lam cho quan Phép phai that dién bat dao. Pung nhu Pallu de
la Barriére nhan xét: “Thuc t& ddu dau ciing 13 trung tdm khang chién. Cudc
khang chién c6 co s& va hé thong khip noi. C6 thé noi rang hé c6 nguoi Viét
Nam thi c6 bay nhiéu trung tam khang chién. Pang hon 1a phai xem mdi nguoi

noéng dan dang bo laa 1a mot trung tam khang chién”*3,

Tom lai, truyén thong xdy dung cin cir dia & ving Pong Thap Muoi trudc
nim 1945 cta tién nhan da dé lai nhidu bai hoc quy bau vé “thién thoi, dia lyi,
nhdn hoa” cho sy hinh thanh can ctr dia cach mang trong cudc chién tranh giai
phdng dan toc sau nay.
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