“GIA PINH BAO” VA NHUNG GIA TRI LICH SU -
TIEP CAN TU CAC HQC GIA PHUONG TAY
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Lich str [udn van dong. Chinh vi vay, nhiing gia tri lich st rat cin duoc lién tuc xem xét va
danh gia trén tinh than coéng bang, coi md va xay dung. Lich sir Viét Nam vén phong phu va
c6 quan hé véi nhiéu sy kién va nhan vat lich sa. Mdi su kién, mdi nhan vat lai gén bo thiét
than véi lich str ddu tranh, xay dung va phat trién cia dan toc. Nhin nhan lai nhitng gia trj lich
st cuia nhitng nhéan vat gin vai ting su kién 13 nd lyc can thiét va dung din dé timg budc hinh
thanh nhan thicc hoan thién va thai do hop I& dbi véi nhitng van dé cua lich st Qua viéc
nghiém tic xem xét nhiing van dé cu thé trong lich str dan toc, nhitng gia tri “vin héa - chinh
tri - xd héi” s& ngay cang duoc thé hién day da hon.

Nhin nhan lai nhiing gia tri cua “Gia Dinh bao”, t& bao da dat nén méng quan trong cho qua
trinh phat trién ctia nén bao chi quéc ngir Viét Nam, 13 mot viéc 1am can thiét. Khong chi
“lich sir bdo chi” ma “lich sir ddn téc” déu can nhimg danh gia ddy da hon vé “Gia Dinh
b4o” va nhitng van dé lién quan dé hiéu thém vé mot khiic quanh trong lich st dan toc. Gia tri
“6n o, tri tan”? (xét lai (cai) cii (dé) biét (cai) méi) cua viéc nghién ctu vé “Gia Dinh bao”
1a & chd: vira dé hiéu day du hon céc gia tri lich sir, vira dé tran trong va nhan thirc to bao gan
vé6i tién trinh phat trién cua bao chi Viét Nam. Bai viét nay khong dit tham vong trong viéc
bao quat toan bd hai ndi dung ké trén ma chi tap trung vao ndi dung thir nhat. Nghia 13, ¢b
gang nhin nhan day du nhimng gia tri lich sir cia “Gia Pinh bao” trong dong chay lich st Viét
Nam.

V6i nd lyc nhan dién nhitng su kién, van dé va con ngudi thanh phd H6 Chi Minh, cac nha sir
hoc nuéc ngoai ciing cha y dén “Gia Pinh Bao” — t& bao Viét ngir dau tién cia Viét Nam.
Néu so Vi cac tac gia nude ngodi c6 quan tam dén “Gia Dinh Bao”, Justin Corfield — ting
giang day Lich sir va Quan hé Qudc té tai Geelong Grammar School (Australia) tir nam 1993
dd c6 nhimg mé ta khé chi tiét. Trong quyén “Historical Dictionary of Ho Chi Minh City”,
Justin Corfield da ghi nhan to bao hi¢én dai dau tién cta Sai Gon 1a “Gia Pinh bao” (Journal
of Gia Dinh), bat d¢au dugc xuat ban tir thang 4-1865. Va muc tiéu ciia “Gia Dinh bao” 1a dé
phd bién chir quéc ngir dén voi cong chung. Ban dau, to bao gom 4 trang va ding cac thong
béo chinh thire, cac tin tirc quan trong va thong tin nong nghiép. Sau dé, td bao con bd sung
vao cac bai viét vé lich str, tho va cac truyén thuyét vé nguoi Viét. To bao duoc xuat ban hai
1an mdi thang va tir nam 1869 14 ba sé mdi tuin®.

! Khoa Lich sir - Truong Pai hoc Thu Dau Mét. Email: huynhtamsang@gmail.com

? Nguyén van: SBEMANET, FTABETAR. “On cb nhi tri tan, kha di vi su hi” (Ngdm nghi vigc xua dé hiéu viec
nay, hanh vi dang 1am thay nguoi khac). Luan Ngi, chuong Vi Chinh.
% Justin Corfield (2014), Historical Dictionary of Ho Chi Minh City, Anthem Press, p. 181.
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Tir ngay “Gia Pinh bao” ra s6 dau tién vao ngay 15-4-1865, dén nay (2015) 1a 150 nam.
Thiét nghi, mot thé ky rudi 1a quing thoi gian da dai dé nhin nhin day da hon nhiing gia tri
lich sir ciia “Gia Dinh bao”. Di véi viéc danh gia vé “Gia Dinh bao”, can dit t& bao trong
quan hé véi chir quac ngir nhu 13 nhitng d6i twgng can nhan thuc chi yéu.

1. Vai tro ciia Ky thudt in 4n tién tién déi véi viée ra doi “Gia Dinh bao”

Vé vai tro cuia ki thuat in 4n trong viéc thuc day su ra doi cua chir quac ngiz, va xa hon 1a cia
“Gia Pinh bao”, c¢6 thé nhan thy yéu t6 lich st thé hién kha rd nét. Dudi tridu Nguyén
(1802-1945), anh hudng cua Nho gido ddi vai doi sdng chinh tri va x3 hoi Viét Nam van rat
to 16n. Trong giai doan ndy, can luu ¥ 13 triéu Nguyén da tién hanh kiém so4t chat ché ddi véi
van dé in 4n. Viéc in an cha yéu van duoc thuc hién bai Trung Quéc hoic thong qua trung
gian 13 cac ngodi chua ciia Phat gido. Nam 1840, vua Minh Mang ciing tuyén bé rang nhimg gi
Viét Nam can nhap tir Trung Qudc ngoai nhin sim va thudc men con c6 sach?. Dudi tridu
Nguyén, in 4n chii yéu dua vao k¥ thuat moc ban (woodblock technology). Tuy nhién, nhiing
k¥ thuat méi mé tir ngudi Phép da mang lai nhitng cach tiép can méi d6i véi thong tin va tri
thirc. Dudi sy d6 ho ciia Phap tir nam 1862, nghé thuat sap dat va ky thuat ghép chir trong in
an (typography) da duogc chii trong. Chir qudc ngir ciing dugc phat trién trén co so d6. Sy ra
doi cua “Gia Dinh bao” — to bao tiéng Viét dau tién (the first Vietnamese newspaper) 1a an
pham cua chinh phu (Phap — TG) (a government publication) 1a san pham danh dau su
chuyén bién quan trong gop phan cho viéc thong tin va tiép nhan thong tin°.

Sang dau thé ky XIX, dé chuan bi nhitng co s& can thiét cho viéc tao 1ap anh huong tai Nam
Ky, nguoi Phap di cho du nhap vao Viét Nam ky thuat in 4n. Khi ngudi Phap dit chan dén
Nam Ky véi tham vong bién noi day thanh thudc dia, gigi cam quyén da mang theo ca nhiing
phuong tién va ky thuat in an hién dai. Cac may in chir roi, may dong sach,... va tho in dé
phuc vu cho hoat dong in an chir Latinh va chiz quoc ngir ciing tiép ndi cho viéc phuc vu
quyén loi va nhitng muyc tiéu chinh tri cua Phap.

Bat dau tir nam 1861, k¥ thuat in 4n d4 c6 nhitng anh hudng rd rét. Thong qua ky thuat in an
tién bo, nhitng nha cAm quyén Phap mong mubn mang lai nhitng diéu kién thuan loi nhét cho
cong cudc in 4n cac td bao bang ca chir quac ngi va chit Phap®. Dac biét, “bg chir in tiéng
Viér” ma nguoi Phap di day cong chuan bi va van chuyén vé Viét Nam rd rang 1a dé phuc vy
cho viéc in an chi quoc ngiz. Voi mot ¥ nghia nao do, ki thuat in 4n hién dai 1a diéu kién can
dé gop phan cho ra doi to “Gia Pinh bao”.

2. Nhitng muc tiéu chinh trj ciia nha cam quyén Phap trong van dé pho bién chai quéc
ngir thong qua “Gia Pinh bao”

Qua khao sat cac tai liéu nude ngoai, chiing t6i nhan thiy céc tai liéu nay da danh mét dung
luong can thiét dé gigi thiéu nhitng dic trung co ban va vai trd cua chit quac nga trong thoi
gian dau duoc tiép nhan ¢ Viét Nam. Mark W. McLeod va Nguyén Thi Diéu trong cudn
“Culture and Customs of Vietnam” d3 md ta kha chi tiét vé chi quéc ngi nhu 13 co sé quan

* Alexander Woodside (1971), Vietnam and the Chinese Model: A Comparative Study of Vietnamese and
Chinese Government in the First Half of the Nineteenth Century, Harvard Univ Asia Center, p. 114.

® Simon Eliot, Jonathan Rose (2009), A Companion to the History of the Book, Wiley-Blackwell Publishing, p.
124.

® David G. Marr (1984), Vietnamese Tradition on Trial, 1920-1945, University of California Press, p. 145.
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trong cho su ra doi cua “Gia Pinh bao”. Chir quéc ngir c6 ngudn goc tir mau tu chir Roman
do nhitng nha truyén dao Céng gido phat minh vao thé ky XVI va XVIL Duéi ché do thudc
dia, chir quéc ngir bat dau duoc tao diéu kién dé phd bién gan lién véi su phat trién cua nghé
in va dugc xem nhu ngdn ngir cua chinh quyén cai tri & mot s6 noi. Dac biét, chi quéc ngir
duoc giang day tai cac trudng hoc va xem nhu 12 phuong tién hitu hiéu dé gisi thiéu cac mon
hoc phuong Tay. Chir quéc ngir ciing duoc phuc vu cho muc tiéu khién nguoi Viét dan xa
lanh va quay lung lai cac gia tri Han — Viét. Tuy nhién, trong bdi canh thoi dai chta dung
nhiéu rdi ren va méau thuan, nhiing tri thac Viét Nam yéu nuéc di nhanh chong tao nén cac
tac pham van chuong bang chi# quac ngir qua viéc khéo 1éo két hop véi phong cach va cac
gia tri cua nguoi Phap (adapting French literary styles and concerns in the process). Dudi
ché do thudc dia, bude di dau tién trong viéc phd bién chir quac ngi 1a nd luc cua nhitng hoc
gia Viét Nam la tin dd Céng gido nhu Huynh Tinh Cua (1834-1907) va Truong Vinh Ky
(1837-1898). “Gia binh bao” cling dugc mo ta 1a to bao dugc tai trg boi chinh phu (Phap —
TG) (officially sponsored Gia-dinh Bao) dudi sy diéu hanh cua Truong Vinh Ky — mot “nha
ngdn ngit hoc tai nang” (a talented linguist)’.

Mot yéu té nita ma chiz quoc ngi ¢ thé mang lai cho ngudi Phap trong cong cudc chinh
phuc va kiém soat ving dat Nam Ky 1a viéc tach dan méi quan hé gitra triéu Nguyén va nhan
dan - von di trudc day di gan bo véi nhau dua trén nhitng chuan myc cia Nho gido. Thuc té,
ngudi Phap khong mudn chia tich quan hé giira triéu Nguyén va nhan dan Nam Ky bang mot
cong cu c6 thé mang lai tac dung dao nguoc. Chinh chiz quéc ngi s& gop phan truyén di
thong diép cua ngudi Phap Vé su “cai cach hon 1a noi loan” (forward their interests of reform
rather than revolt)®. Thuc té, bao chi 13 cong cu tuyén truyén chinh sach rat manh mé®. Thé
nhung, dé “hiéu (g lan toéa” nay phat huy tdi da thi doi hoi nguoi dan phai co kha ning doc
hiéu ngon ngit cua to bao do6 trudc tién.

Ciing can chu y dén tinh két ndi ciia bao qudc ngir. Thyc té, thuc dan Phap khong quan tam
rang ai dang doc nhitng to bao cua ho. Van d& ma ho dit thanh muc tiéu cha dao chinh 14
cang nhiéu ngudi cing doc bao sé& tao nén su lién két va xa hon 1a tinh twong ddng trong cong
ddng nguoi®®. Nhidu nguoi cing doc to bao s& gop phan mang lai su chia sé nhan thic giia
ngudi Viét va ngudi doc dugc dé dang hon. “Gia Pinh bao” - t& bao bang chir quéc ngir dau
tién di ra doi trén co sé nhan thic caa chinh quyén thuc dan Phap vé viéc tao nén tinh lién
két va thong nhat vé nhan thirc ciia ngudi dan Nam Ky. C6 thé khang dinh rang, néu gigi cam
quyén Phéap khong c6 nhu cau phd bién chiz quoc ngi# dé phuc vu cho cac muc tiéu chinh tri
thi t “Gia Pinh bao” di khong duoc hinh thanh™. Hoic néu co ching thi ngdn ngit cua “Gia
Dinh bao” ciing khdng phai 1a chi quoc ngir ma 1a tiéng Phap hoic mot ngdn ngit khac.

" Mark W. McLeod, Thi Dieu Nguyen (2001), Culture and Customs of Vietnam, Greenwood Press, p. 74.

& William J. Duiker (1976), The Rise of Nationalism in Vietnam, 1900-1941, Ithaca: Cornell University Press, p.
111.

® “The press is a powerful weapon of propaganda”. Centre des Archives d’Outre (Aiz-en-Provence),
Gouvernement General 7F18(2). "Rapport annuel 1927-28". Taken from MaHale, Printing, p. 103.

1% Benedict Anderson (1991), Imaged Communities: Reflections on the Origin and Spread of Nationalism, New
York: Verso, pp. 33-36.

1 Cuén sach “The A to Z of Vietnam” ciing khing dinh ring “Gia Dinh Bao” (The Journal of Gia Binh) 1a to
bao dau tién viét bang chir qudc ngir trén co s sir dung hé thdng chuyén am tiéng Viét nho mau ty la-tinh. Va
t bao dugc lap nén boi chinh quyén thudc dia Phap tai Sai Gon véi muc tiéu phd bién chir qudc ngir trong viing
thuoc dia & Nam ky. Nguyén vin tiéng Anh: “First newspaper to be printed in quéc ngé, the Romanized
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Sau khi chinh thirc tré thanh thudc dia caa Phap, tinh hinh chinh tri - xa hoi Nam Ky v6 clung
rbi ren. Dé tao sy 6n dinh va phuc vu tot nhat cho cac muu dd chinh tri, Phap — mot dé qudc
thue dan gia cdi va chi dung thir hai sau dé quéc Anh duoc ménh danh 1a “dé quéc thuc dan”
vé thudc dia, da rat ra nhirng bai hoc quan trong tur kinh nghiém lich sir. Chinh quyén thuc
dan Phap nhan thirc dugc riang “tuy di khuét phuc dbi phuong bang quan su, nhung d6 chi 1a
bién phap tam thoi. Cac dan toc thude dia s& khong ngoan ngodn dé cho ching yén bé thdng
tri néu khong tiép tuc dau doc, 1am suy thodi tinh than phan khang va trdi day lau dai cua dan
toc d6, nhit 1a ddi voi mot dan toc da co mot lich sir dau tranh chéng ngoai xam, c6 mot nén
van héa lau doi hon ngudi Phap™*2.

Cong cudc cai tri cua chinh quyén Phap & Nam Ky khong nhitng mang lai nhiing thay di vé
cung cach quan Iy ma con dan dén su chuyén bién vé mat nhan thic cua ngudi dan ban xu
d6i vai nhitng gia tri truyén théng. Va dac biét, qua trinh cai tri cia ngudi Phép ciing déng
vai tro to 16n thé nghiém “long trung thanh” nhu 14 hat nhan trong quan hé giita ngudi dan
va triéu dinh Hué. Niém tin vao twong lai gianh lai quyén lam chii Xt S& va kha ning bao ton
nhitng gié tri truyén thong s& gop phan quyét dinh phuwong thirc (g Xt cia ngudi dan ban xir
dbi véi nhitng nha cAm quyén Phép trén xtr An Nam.

Vi 18 d6, thuc dan Phap rat can mot phuong tién dé thuc hién am muu ddng héa va bién Nam
Ky tré mot phan lanh tho dich thuc cia nguoi Phap. Chir quéc ngir di dap tng duoc nhu cau
ctia ngudi Phép trong muc tiéu lam ran nit hé tu tudng va niém tin cua nhan dan Nam Ky
vao tridu dinh Hué vbn dang roi vao tinh thé bé tac vé duong I6i tng xir va dau tranh véi
Phép. Chinh su yéu kém cua vua quan triéu Nguyén da vo tinh tao diéu kién cho Phép cing
¢ niém tin vé tinh vu viét cua chi quac ngir nhu 1a cong cu tuyén truyén cho cac chinh sach
“khai héa van minh” cta chinh quyén thyc dan.

Thuc té, vao nira sau thé ky XIX, tai Nam Ky van con rat nhiéu nguoi dan dang ¢ trong tinh
trang mu chit. Viéc phd bién chi quéc ngi dugc nha cam quyén Phap day manh tai Nam Ky
nham gitp nguoi dan chi dong hon va c6 thé dé dang tiép can thong tin va cac tu twong mai.
Viéc nay c6 thé hiéu dugc khi dai bo phan dan chang van 1é thudc nhidu vao nhimg tri thirc
hoc rong hiéu nhiéu dé truyén dat va dinh hudng thong tin cho ngudi dan tiép can. Trudc
thuc té do, cac truong hoc ma ngudi Phap mé ra dé dao tao thong ngdn va td bao qubc ngir
dau tién ciing nam trong muc tiéu tach dan anh huong cua gidi tri thire 1én nguoi dan Nam
Ky. Thay vao d6, mét khi cang nhiéu nguoi dan biét chi# qudc ngi# nhu mot phuong tién dé
tiép can thong tin thi nha cam quyén Phap cang c6 co hdi lam thay céc tri thirc Viét Nam mot
nhiém vy quan trong. D6 13, dinh hudng va phd bién cac thong tin ma nguoi dan tiép nhan.

Nhan thirc duge 4m muu ctia Phap trong viéc phd bién chiz quac ngir vai viéc lap nén to “Gia
Dinh bao”, E. Dejean de la Batie trong “Hier et Aujourd’hui: Coup d'Oeil Sur le Niveau
Intellectuel et la Vie Materielle du Peuple Annamite Avant et Apres la Conquete Francaise”
da chi trich thuc dan Phap vdi cao budc rang nha cam quyén Phéap da sir dung chi quoc ngir
dé phuc vu cho muc tiéu tin cong vao cac tang Iop tri thirc ngudi Viét va vin hoa Trung

transliteration of spoken Vietnamese. Establish in 1865 by the French colonial administration in Saigon, it
played a major role in popularizing quac ngé in the colony of Cochin China”. Bruce M. Lockhart and William
J. Duiker (2006), The A to Z of Vietnam, Scarecrow Press, p. 145.

2 Bui Minh Hién (2014), Lich si gido duc Viét Nam, Nxb. Dai hoc Su pham, Ha Ngi, tr. 53 — 54.
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Quédc nhim am muu khién ngudi Viét tré nén thd o voi cac gia tri truyén théng™. Trong khi
dai da sb céc tai liéu lich st chinh thong cua Viét Nam thoi bay gio van duoc viét bang chir
Han va mot bo phan 13 chit Nom, cha quéc ngi s& gop phan khién nguoi Viét xa lanh véi cac
gi tri truyén théng cua t6 tién va nhimg gia tri tiép nhan trudce day tir Trung Qudc. Hay theo
cach noi cua Benedict Anderson, chiz quac ngir s tao ra mot thé hé nhiig tri thirc khong thé
doc duoc nhimg van thu ghi chép vé vuong triéu (bang tiéng Han) va cac tai liéu ¢b xua™.

3. Vai trd ciia Truong Vinh Ky trong viéc phd bién céc gia tri “vin héa — vin minh” tai
Nam Ky thong qua “Gia Dinh bao”

Viéc phat trién chiz quoc nge ciing dugc nhin nhan tir nhitng nd luc cua cac ca nhan. K. W.
Taylor, giao su tai khoa Nghién ctu chau A (Department of Asian Studies, Cornell
University) da danh gia cao nhitng dong gop cua Truong Vinh Ky. Bac biét khi Truong Vinh
Ky tin rang ngudi Viét hoan toan co thé trinh bay su hiéu biét va kinh nghiém cta minh vé
thé gigi bang tiéng me dé. Vai nd luc phd bién cac gia tri van héa va lich sir Viét Nam,
Truong Vinh Ky da viét va cong bd nhiéu cong trinh bang chir quc ngir thudc cac linh vuc
nhu lich str, van hoc, luan 1y, ngit phap va gido duc. To “Gia Pinh bdo” — td bao qubc ngi
dau tién (the first Quoc Ngu newspaper), vi thé, da ghi ddu an cua Truong Vinh Ky véi
nhitng dong gop thiét thuc cho sy phat trién vé ngdn ngi va van hoa Vit Nam™.

Trong bi canh “ton tai song hanh hai nén gido duc 1a cyu hoc (Nho hoc) va tn hoc (Tay
hoc, gido duc Au hda)” va “nén gido duc méi dang bat dau manh nha trong khi Nho hoc dang
ngdy cang suy tan”'®, nhan thirc sau sic vé& su chuyén bién tat yéu trong su van dong lich sir
da gitp Truong Vinh Ky chu dong thé nghiém vai tro cua chit quéc ngir dé hién dai hoa tinh
than dan toc va cac gia tri Viét. Tinh cach mang 1a & chd, Truong Vinh Ky d3 st dung chi
quoc ngi (c6 ngudn gdc phuong Tay) dé phd bién va néu cao van héa Viét (cac gia tri
phuong DPong). Tir day cac gia tri phuong Tay va phuong Dong khong mau thuin ma bo sung
cho nhau dé théng nhét trong mot muc dich 1a nang cao sy hiéu biét cua nguoi dan Nam Ky.

C6 thé nhan thay Truong Vinh Ky 1 ngudi ¢ tinh than dan toc sau sic. Viéc 6ng dem so hoc
clia minh dé truyén ba phan ndo cic gia tri van minh Phap hoan toan khong dong nhét véi
viéc ong mudn rii bo cac gia tri dan toc. Thay vao d6, nguoi tri thirc nay di thé hién 16 tinh
than yéu nuéc voi tAm nguyén st dung chi quoc ngi# nhu mot trg luc can thiét vé mit
phuong tién dé pho bién cac gia tri truyén thong Viét Nam. Ma vén di diéu nay da dugc
chimg minh qua hang loat cac tac pham mang lai nhiéu gia tri lich str, van héa va xa hoi cua
ong.

Néu diém lai lich st dan toc, co thé noi, véi mot mic d6 nao d6 thi nd luc cua Truong Vinh
Ky trong viéc mang lai cac gia tri méi cho nguoi Viét co nhing diém twong ddng voi Phan
B6i Chau (1867-1940) va Phan Chau Trinh (1872-1926). Hai nha tri thirc yéu nudc da chon

B3 E. Dejean de La Batie, "Hier et Aujourd’hui: Coup d'Oeil Sur le Niveau Intellectuel et la Vie Materielle du
Peuple Annamite Avant et Apres la Conquete Francaise”, La Cloche Felee, No. 29, (Saigon: 28 December,
1925), p. 1.

! Benedict Anderson (1991), Imagined Communities: Reflections on the Origin and Spread of Nationalism,
New York: Verso, p. 126.

15 K. W. Taylor (2013), A History of the Vietnamese, Cambridge University Press, p. 466.

18 Tran Thi Thanh Thanh, “Nho hoc va gido duc cong 1ap & Nam Ky thudc Phap thoi ky 1867 — 19177, Tap chi
Khoa hoc, Pai hoc Su pham TP. H5 Chi Minh, Sé 60 — 2014, tr. 21.
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con dudng cai cach qua viéc dé cao gido duc dé hudng dén cac gia tri van minh. Thong qua
viéc sir dung chaz quoc ngir dé phé bién cac gia tri Viét trén to “Gia Dinh bao”, Truong Vinh
Ky da thoi mot ludng gié méi vao su van dong va phat trién cia ngdn ngit nude nha. Néu xét
vé ban chét, “chi quéc ng# chi 1a mot cong cu truyén théng duoc thyc dan Phap sir dung
trong muc tiéu Kién toan by may cai tri cua ho, song nho vao cai tam ctua nhitng nguoi Viét
Nam tuy cong tac voi Phap nhung van c6 tam 1ong huéng vé dan toc ma nd tré thanh gan giii
Vi doi song tinh than cua nguoi Viét ta”; va dong gop cta Truong Vinh Ky 1a rdt dang ghi
nhan khi 6ng dd “lam phong phu vén ngdn ngit Viét con & trong thoi ky phdi thai, tao dugc

sinh khi cho viéc hoc tap chiz quéc ngir™’.

C6 nhiéu kha ning cho thiy Truong Vinh Ky van biét rd muc dich ctua nha cdm quyén Phap
khi str dung chir quéc nga va “Gia Dinh bao” 1a khong phai dé “khai hoa” hay “mang lai van
minh” cho nhan dan Nam Ky ma muc dich chu yéu van 1a & “chinh tri héa” t& bao tién dén
d& bé cai tri nguoi Viét va sau nira 1a xéa bo tu tuong du tranh khang Phap. Tuy nhién, von
1a tri thirc duoc tiép thu nhiéu gia tri van hoa déan toc cing nhing tu tuong d6i mai, Truong
Vinh Ky khi phu trach to “Gia Pinh bao” tir nam 1869 da dinh hudng va gitp ndi dung to
bao phong phu hon véi cac bai nghién ctru lich sir, truyén cd tich,... Co thé khang dinh rang
Truong Vinh Ky da c¢6 dong cho 16i hoc méi, gop phan phat trién chiz quéc ngir va cd dong
hoc chiz quéc ngiz. Bac biét, Truong Vinh Ky di nd luc chuyén “Gia Dinh bao” tir mot to bao
theo thé thirc cong bao thanh mot to bao thong thudng va chi trwong “viét nhu néi thuong”,
chéng viét theo 16i c6®.

Tuy nhién, cang vé sau thi dudi tic dong va su kiém duyét cia thuc dan Phap ma “Gia Dinh
b4o” da chiém dung lugng kha 16n nhiing noi dung phuc vu cho céc hoat dong chinh tri cua
thuc dan va trg lai v&i muc dich chinh ban dau 1a tuyén truyén nhiing chinh sach, thong tin
ctia nha cam quyén Phép theo hudng c¢o 1oi cho minh. N lyc cia Truong Vinh Ky trong viéc
d6i méi va hudng “Gia Dinh bao” dén viéc 1am loi tdi da cho nén vin hoa dan toc von dang
dung trudc ngi r& lich st va chiu nhiéu thir thach 1a sy dan than day nhiét huyét cia mot tri
thirc yéu nuéc. Hiéu va danh gia dung thoi cudc, nhiing nd lyc cia Truong Vinh Ky khong
phai dé chdng lai Am muu ctia nguoi Phap ma dang hon 14 khéo 160 “chéo ldi” “Gia Dinh
b4o” theo hudng co loi nhat dé phuc vu cho nhan dan Nam Ky. Mic du to bao nhanh chong
duogc cac nha cam quyén “bé ldi” trd lai theo ding quy dao ban dau ma thuc dan Phép dit ra
nhung diéu nay ciing khong thé 1a co so dé phi nhan hoan toan nhitng dong goép von rat hién
nhién, cy thé va c6 that cua Truong Vinh Ky.

Trong giai doan ma tu tudng cai cach chua phai da n siu vao tu twong cua nhiéu tri thirc
duong thoi, nhiéu tri thirc yéu nuée da chon con duong khang Phap théng qua cac cudc khoi
nghia. Mot s6 khac lai cam thay bo vo va lac 1ong trong quan hé “trung quan — ai qudc”, s6
khac thi lai vi bt man v&i tridu dinh hodc chan nan trude thoi cude ma budng xudi van ménh
dan toc,... thi nhitng nd luc ci cach ciia Trwong Vinh Ky bang chiz quac ngi thong qua “Gia
Dinh bao™ 1a rat dang ghi nhan.

" Lé Nguyén, “Gia Dinh bio qua cudc hanh trinh 140 nam”, tr. 48 — 49 trong Nhiéu téc gia (2006), Gia Dinh
Bdo —to bao Vit ngur dau tién, Nxb. Pai hoc Quoc gia TP. H6 Chi Minh.

8 Hong Chwong (1987), Tim hiéu lich sit béo chi Viét Nam, NXB. Sach gido khoa Méac — Lénin, Ha Noi, tr. 26 -
30.



Panh gia vé nhitng dong gop ctia Truong Vinh Ky - mot ké si trudc thoi cude day bién dong
trong lich str dan toc, chung t6i thiét nghi rang su lva chon cua ong khong phai 1a khang cu
hay bai xich chi# quéc ngir ma dang hon 1a tdn dung nhiing loi thé cua chiz quéc ngir dé hién
dai hoa ngdn ngir nude nha. Khong tryc tiép dau tranh thong qua con dudng chinh trj hay gia
nhap cac cudc khoi nghia khang Phap, Truong Vinh Ky di chon con duong ma nhiéu nha tri
thirc yéu nudce da lya chon la “dau tranh mém” trén mat tran vin hoa, tu tuong. Phuong cach
d4u tranh nay kh6 mang lai két qua truc tiép, tirc thi va rd rang nhung sy thanh cong duoc
chang minh qua nhimg tac dong dai han, théi thuc va bén bi. Tiéc thay, nhiéu yéu t khach
quan 1an cha quan di khién Truong Vinh Ky chwa thé thuc hién tron ven nhiing gi 6ng theo
dudi (1).

4. Thay loi két

Thong qua qua trinh tiép can nhitng danh gia tir mot 6 tai liéu tiéng nude ngoai co dé cap
dén chir quéc ngir va “Gia Dinh bao”, ¢6 thé nhan thiy nhiing nguén tai liéu nay théng nhat
v6i nhau & mot s6 diém co ban nhung quan trong: mét la, k¥ thuat in an hién dai ma nguoi
Phép mang dén Nam Ky di gop phan to 16n vao viéc phd bién chiz quoc ngir; hai la, chiz
quéc ngi# do ngudi Phap phd bién cé vai tro quan trong trong viéc bude dau tuyén truyén
nhitng gia tri van minh phuong Tay cho ngudi dan xit Nam Ky; ba la, chir qudc ngi 1a cong
cu cua thue dan Phap dé né dich tinh than va phuc vu cho cac muc tiéu chinh tri ciia Phap;
bén Ia, nhimg tri thirc yéu nudc ma tiéu biéu 1a Truong Vinh Ky c6 vai trd to 16n trong viéc
st dung chir quac ngir dé néu cao gia tri “van héa” truyén thdng ngudi Viét va gioi thiéu
nhiing tu tudng “van minh” phuong Tay.

Nhin chung, gido duc, ngdn ngir va bao chi c6 vai trd quan trong tac dong dén tinh gan két
cong dong ngudi va di dugc nhimg nha cam quyén Phap xem nhu cong cu dé chia ré khoi
doan két dan toc. Thé nhung, diéu ngudi Phap khong nhan thic day du chinh 1a tinh than
doan két ciia dan toc Viét Nam bit ré sau sic tir tinh than yéu nuée. Pay chinh 1a soi chi do
xuyén sudt toan bo lich sir dung nudc va dau tranh chdng lai cac thé luc 4m muu chia tach
nguoi Viét.

Nhimng tinh toan ctia ngudi Phap thong qua to “Gia Dinh bao” chic han da mang lai mot s6
két qua kha quan cho ngudi Phap. Tuy vay, nhitng gia tri ma “Gia Dinh bao” mang lai gan
véi vai tro ctia Truong Vinh Ky trong nd lyc sir dung chiz quéc ngir dé “ciing ¢é vin héa,
phé bién vin minh” cho nguoi Viét 1a diéu khong nam trong ké hoach cua thuc dan Phap.
Tur ddy, cot mbe nam 1865 chinh thtre dat chiz quoc ngi trugc mot st ménh lich st o 1a
lam giau dep cho tu tudng va truyén thong cua nguoi Viét song song véi mo mang tu duy va
hudng nguoi Viét dén viéc nhan dién va tiép thu co chon loc nhimng gi tri van minh phu hop
véi tinh than va 16i séng Viét. Gia tri lich sir ma “Gia Dinh bao” mang lai, theo chung toi,
chinh 14 nhu vay.
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