VUNG PAT TAY NINH BUOI PAU KHAI PHA (TU THE KY XVII PEN GIUA
THE KY XIX)
Nguyén Pinh Co! — Lé Vin Hué?

Tay Ninh 14 ving dat “phién diu” phia TAy Nam cua T6 qudc, v6i bé day lich st
ngang bang véi Sai Gon, Bién Hoa (hon 300 nim). Theo nha nghién ctru Huynh Minh:
Tay Ninh von 1a mdt ving dat thuoc Thuy Chan Lap, v6i tén goi la Romdum Ray
(Chudng Voi)®. Noi ndy von xua kia chi ¢6 rimg ram 13 noi cu ngu cua cac loai thu dir
nhu: voi, cop, hd, ran... Trudc khi luu dan nguoi Viét dén day, ving dat nay con rat

hoang vu, dan cu rat thua thét, lac hau, quan 1y 16ng 1éo, gﬁn nhu 1a “vo6 cha”.
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Ban d6 TAy Ninh nim 1889
[Nguon: https://www.facebook.com/duc.vuong.7121/posts/620289541478500]

INCS, Truong Cdsp trung wong Tp HO Chi Minh, E-mail: Nguyendinhco1985@gmail.com
2 Cir nhén, Truong Truong Vinh Ky Tp H6 Chi Minh.
8 Huynh Minh (1972), Téy Ninh xua va nay, Nxb Sai Gon, Sai Gon, trang 15.



mailto:Nguyendinhco1985@gmail.com

1. Lich sir khai pha vung dit Tay Ninh trong thoi ky cac chia Nguyén (thé ky
XVI-XVIII)

Vao thé ki XVII, tir ngii Quang, ngudi Viét d3 vuot bién di cu vao ving Mo Xoai
(Ba Ria), Dong Nai, Gia Dinh & “chung Ién” v6i cac cu dan ban dia, khai hoang lap 4p va
tirng budce dinh hinh nén ving dit Nam Bo. Ciing trong thoi gian nay (gitra thé ki XVII),
ngudi Viét da dén dinh cu, khai khan dat dai & Hoc Mén dén Trang Bang rdi qua GO Dau
l1én tan nai Ba Den.

Mua xuin nim Mau Dan (1698), chiia Nguyén cir Thong suat Nguyén Hitu Canh
vao kinh 1y vung dat phuong Nam. Nguyén Hiru Canh da “Idy dat Nong Nai ddt lam phii
Gia DPinh, ldy dat Pong Nai lam huyén Phieée Long, dwng nén dinh Tran Bién, ldp xir Sai
Con lam huyén Tan Binh, ldp dinh Phién Tran. Moi dinh ldp ra mot chiec lwu thu, cai ba
va ky luc dé cai tri”*. Phu Gia Pinh bay gio rat rong chi riéng huyén Tan Binh da bao
gdm phan 16n thanh phé HO Chi Minh, tinh Long An, tinh Tién Giang va tinh Ty Ninh
hién nay. Nhu vay, cing v6i su kién nim Mau Dan (1698), Tay Ninh da chinh thirc duoc
tich hop vé véi Pai Viét va truc thudc huyén Tan Binh, phi Gia Dinh. Ving dat Tay
Ninh luc d6 bao gom hai dao Quang Hoa va Quang Phong, udc chimg 1000 luu dan
ngudi Viét sinh sdng. O dao Quang Phong (phia Bic Ty Ninh hién nay) theo nha nghién
ctru Vuong Cong Duc 13 noi nhitng luu dan ngudi Viét dit chan t6i dau tién, ho men theo
con song Tan Binh tir viing Bén Nghé 18n khai pha dat dai, két thanh thon x6m & ving
Tan Thuan (sau d6i thanh Don Thuén), lan can véi cac thon Phit My Hung, Thanh Tuyén,
tat ca déu thudc tong Duong Hoa, huyén Binh Duong®. O dao Quang Hoa (phia Nam Tay
Ninh), theo tai liéu thu tich va gia pha ciia mot s6 gia dinh & Tay Ninh hién con luu giit
duogc thi ving Binh Tinh (nay 1a xa An Tinh, huyén Trang Bang), dugc coi 1a mdt trong
nhitng noi ngudi Viét dén dinh cu sdm nhat ¢ Tay Ninh. Nhitng cu dan nay vén c6 gdc tir
16p cu dan ngii Quang di cu dén x6m Rang (nay thudc xa Trung Lap, huyén Ci Chi) vao
khoang cudi thé ky XVII rdi toa 1én phia Bic dit chan dén ving dat Tay Ninh dé tim dat

4 Trinh Hoai Pt (1972), Gia dinh thanh thong chi, phan 3, Nxb Vin hoéa, Quéc vu khanh dic trach vin hoa, Sai
Gon, trang 5.
® Vuong Cong Birc (2016), Trdang Bang phwong chi, Nxb Tri thitc, Ha Noi, trang 101.



sinh song®. Tir Trang Bang nhing luu dan nguoi Viét nguoc 1én phia Bac ven theo con
song Vam C6 Dong dé khai phd, mé rong dit dai va dinh cu ¢ nhitng ving dit thudc Go
Dau, Bén Cau, rdi 1én thanh phd Tay Ninh cho téi chan nui Ba Pen.

Tuy nhién thoi ki ndy trén dia ban 2 dao Quang Phong va Quang Hoa, nguoi Viét
con rat it. Ho vira phai khai khan mé rong ving dat, vira phai chéng lai nguy co xam lan
tir Cao Mién dé bao vé thanh qua cua minh. Ving dat ndy 1a mot ving ring ndi ram,
hoang vu, gidp véi bién giéi Cao Mién, dugc coi 13 “Ving mat an ninh”, “ving tranh
chap”, nén chua Nguyén rat luu ¥ dén viéc bao vé. Theo Lé Quy Pén, vao giita thé ki
XVIII, doc theo song Vam C6 va cac phu luu, chua Nguyén da bd tri 720 linh bién
phong, quan 1y 5 d6i thuyén voi 15 chiée thuyén 7. Co thé noi day 1a mot luc lugng rat
quan trong vura bao vé dugc cu dan nguoi Viét, vua la diém tua giap ho cé thé mo rong
khai pha thém nhiéu dat dai & noi day. Vao thoi diém nay “huyén Phudc Long va cdc
thuoc” chi co6 khoang 5.532 nguoi, 2 dao Quang Hoa va Quang Phong xa x61 dan cu thua
thot méi thay sé linh bién phong trén day 1a mot luc lwong dong dao gép phan quan trong
trong qué trinh hinh thanh cua cong dong cu dan ngudi Viét & Tay Ninh. Cac don linh
moc lén & dau thi cu dan ciing tap trung & d6 ngay mdt dong hon, vi du doc theo song
Vam co, hay ven song Khe Ling (rach Ty Ninh), hoic ¢ Bén Tam Long (Chau
Thanh)...Tir nhitg diém quan cu ven song rach nguoi Viét mé rong dan xudng nhiing
vung dat thap hon thudn tién cho san xuat nong nghiép. Tir d6 nhing ving dat tri phu
duoc hinh thanh.

Pé khai pha ving dat bién giéi cuc TAy Nam ctia minh, ngoai nhiing chinh sach
thu hat nguoi Viét vao day, chua Nguyén con dua nhiéu ti binh chién tranh ngudi Cham,
hodc chiéu du nguoi Cham ¢ Chan Lap vao khai pha ving dat nay. Ngudi Cham ¢ Tay
Ninh cht yéu 13 nguoi Cham Islam d3 cung chung lung ddu cat voi nguoi Viét va cac
cong dong cu dan khac dé mo rong ving dat ciia 2 dao Quang Phong va Quang Hoa.

Nhiéu Phun séc ctia nguoi Cham dugce hinh thanh. Trong “Gia Dinh thanh thong chi”

6 Uy ban nhan dan tinh Ty Ninh (2006), Dja chi tinh Tdy Ninh, Nxb Sé Vin héa thong tin Tay Ninh, T4y Ninh,
trang 87.

"Lé Quy Don ( 1973), Phu bién tap luc, Lé Xuan Gido dich, Uy ban dich thuat Nha Van hoa Pha Qudc vu khanh
dac trach van hoa xuat ban, Sai Gon, trang 196.



Trinh Hoai Butrc c6 ghi lai mdt su kién vao gilra thé ki XVIII, Chta Trinh Doanh 4m muu
ciu két voi Chan Lap dé danh Dang Trong. V6 Vuong (Nguyén Phiic Khoat) ctr Nghi
Biéu hau Nguyén Cu Trinh danh sang Chan Lap. Quan nha Nguyén thing 16n. Trong tran
danh d6 Nguyén Cu Trinh da chiéu du dugc hon 5000 ngudi Chim & Chan Lap theo
minh. Nam 1755, “Nghi Biéu hau dén hon 5000 ddn Cén Man (Nguwoi Chdm) cd nam lan
nit vé cu trii dwéi nii Ba Pinh (Pen)” 8. Su kién nay chimg té rang dén giira thé ky
XVIIL khu vuc chung quanh ndii Ba Pen (phia bic Tay Ninh) dan cu di quan cu kha
dong.

Mot 1y do nira dé thu hit cu dan dén ving dat Quang Hoa va Quang Phong 13 vi
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noi day von 1a mién rimg rdm “cé nhiéu goé sao, trdc, gidng hwong va gé gu’®, “cé nhiéu
g6 siic déng ghe”®. Thém nita chiia Nguyén da c6 nhiing chinh sach dé khai thac 1am thé
san ¢ Tay Ninh. Theo Trinh Hoai Puec, gitra thé ki XVIII, di c6 nhiéu “the rung tho moc
cat léu trai & dé don cdy ldy go va than cii, dau rdi, mdy thiét dang, thiy dang, va san
ban hwou nai, nguwa rung, trau rung, chim muong dé rang, sung, canh, long, da thit dé
phoi khé dem ban”*t. Chtia Nguyén con to chie nhitng doi khai thac gd dé dong thuyén,
cac doi nay duoc cip hang ngan quan tién hang ngan phuong gao va hang trim linh phuc
vu cho viéc khai thac. Ciing theo nhimng tu liéu dia phwong va Qudc st quan triéu
Nguyén khi bi quan Tay Son truy dudi Nguyén Anh di c6 thoi gian tra ngu tai dat Tay
Ninh. Thang 11/1789, khi di chiém lai dugc Gia Pinh, Ong da ra 1énh cho 2 dinh Tran
Bién va Phién Trin mo nguoi ra cac nau khai thac 1am thd san nhu nau dau rai, ndu dau
trim, ndu dén nén, ndu may sit, may nudc, niu 14 bong2. Cac niu nay khai pha ving
Quang Hoa, Quang Phong, Ba Can, Déng Moén...Ciing theo “Pai Nam thyuc luc” thi vao
nam 1789, Nguyén Anh da “sai Cai co vé Nguyén Truwc la Nguyén Céng Danh giit dao
Quang Uy (ving Héc Mén, Pirc Hoa-Cu Chi) theo ddn va dia thé va cir 10 nha lam mét

ap nhd, 50 nha lam mét ap lém, moi ap cé trucng ap...”* .

8Trinh Hoai Dirc (1972), Gia dinh thanh théng chi, sdd, tr 7.

% L& Quy Don (1973), Phui bién tap luc, sdd, trang 196.

19L& Quy Bon (1973), Phi bién tap luc, sdd, trang 320.

""Trinh Hoai Duc (1972), Gia dinh thanh thong chi, sdd, trang 47-48

12Quoc sir quan tr1eu Nguyen (2001), Bai Nam thyc luc, Nxb gido duc, Ha Noi, tap 1, trang 250.
B3Québc sir quan triéu Nguyén (2001), Pai Nam thuc luc, sdd, trang 251.



Nhiing tu diém dan cu gan cac don linh bién phong ¢ Trang Bang, Go Dau, thi xa
T4y Ninh c6 18 ciing duoc t6 chic thanh cc thon ap vao thoi ki do.

Nhu vay dén cudi thé ki XVIII, trén dat Tay Ninh da hinh thanh nhiing thon lang
phan bd theo doc cac trién séng, gan cac thu so, ddn bién phong. Cu dan & cac thon ap
nay da san xuit ndng nghiép dé lam ra luong thuc, dong thoi khai thac ngudn 1am thd san
phong phii noi day tuan theo cac quy dinh thué khoa ma chua Nguyén dit ra.

C6 thé thiy trong 2 thé ki XVII-XVIIL cac cong dong cu dan & Tay Ninh (trong
d6 chu yéu 1a ngudi Viét) da budc dau khai pha va dinh hinh nén ving dat cta 2 dao
Quang Phong, Quang Hoa (thuc huyén Phudc Long, sau duoc tra vé dinh Phién Tran).
Tuy nhién trong thoi ki nay chi c6 mot sd ving dat & phia Nam (gan vé6i thu pha dinh)
tuong tmg v4i Trang Bang, GO Dau, mot phan Bén Cau va xung quanh mot s6 don bién
phong doc séng Vam Co Pong da dugc khai pha va 1ap thanh thon ap. Mat khac cac thon
ap trong thé ky XVII-XVIII van 1a qua trinh ngu cu tu nhién cia dan chung, chua tré
thanh mot don vi hanh chinh ctia nha nudc.

2. Lich sir khai pha viing dat Tay Ninh thoi cac vua Nguyén (giira thé ky XIX)

Nam 1802, sau khi danh bai phong trao Tay Son, Nguyén Anh 1én ngdi lap ra
vuong triéu Nguyén. Nha Nguyén ra doi da thiét 1ap nén mot thiét ché quan 1i dat nude
thong nhat tir Bac toi Nam. Luc ddu ving dat Gia Pinh dugc chia thanh cac trin thudc
Gia Dinh thanh. “Thanh c6 nhiém vu trong coi cdac viéc binh dan, thué dich, va hinh dn
ctia nam tran: Phién An, Bién Hoa, Vinh Thanh, Dinh Tuong va Ha Tién, déng thoi con
kiém lianh dao tir xa thém tran Binh Thudn & phia bdac. Pham viéc binh thi do thanh chi
huy, con cdc viéc thué dich, hinh dan khdc thi cdc trdn tw sdp dat” .

Theo Trinh Hoai Puc, khu vuc 2 dao Quang Phong va Quang Hoéa thude dia phan
ctia 2 tong Duong Hoa va Binh Cach. Téng Duong Hoa thudc huyén Binh Duong, phu
Tan Binh, tran Phién An, c6 mot ving dat “chay vong theo niii Ba Pinh (Pen) qua cham

pha tiép véi mién man nii” *°. Toan tong Duong Hoa lac d6 c6 74 thon, ap, nhung phan

14 Trinh Hoai Dttc (1972), Gia dinh thanh théng chi, sdd, trang 13.
15 Trinh Hoai Dttc (1972), Gia dinh thanh théng chi, sdd, trang 26.



thudc dat Ty Ninh chi c6 mot thon 13 thén Tan Thuén (sau dbi thanh Poén Thuan). Thon
nay tuong Gmg véi ving dat ndm & phia Bic cua Ty Ninh ngay nay (phan 16n Thanh phd
Tay Ninh, phan 16n huyén Chau Thanh, mot phan huyén Duong Minh Chau). Con tong
Binh Céch thudc huyén Thuin An, phtt Tan Binh c6 33 thon, 4p trong dé trén vung dét
thudc Tay Ninh ngay nay c6 bdn thon, la: Cam Giang T4y, Thanh Ptrc, Thanh Phudc,
Binh Tinh Pong. Cac thén nay nim vé phia Nam cua Tay Ninh, twong tmg v6i ving dat
ctia huyén Trang Bang, Go Dau va Bén Ciu ngay nay.

Do nhitng chinh sach thu hat khai hoang rat c6 hiéu qua ctia nha Nguy@n, nhitng
ludng di cu méi cua luu dan nguoi Viét khong ngimg do vé Tay Ninh 1am cho ban d6
khai pha ving dat nay da khéng ngimg bién ddi trong nhiing nam giira thé ki XIX. Pic
biét 12 vao nam Gia Long thir 14 (1815), triéu dinh Hué da cho mé con dudng tir phia
Tay Gia Dinh (Ctra Bai Nguyét cua tinh Thanh) di sang Cao Mién qua dia phan cua 2 dao
Quang Phong, Quang Ho6a'®. Nha nghién ctru Huynh Minh di miéu ta khé chi tiét: “con
duwong tir dat Gia Binh, Héc mén, Ngd ba thang tdy, Tan Phii Trung, ...cach hwéng dong
qudn li thang t6i lang Trung Ldp (Ciit Chi ngay nay), Trang Long Cong, dén dia phdn
tinh Tdy Ninh qua ngd tw Bau Pon ngang qua Cau Khoi, lén trude Toa thanh Tdy Ninh
vdo tinh lj, dai gan 100 cdy s6 ngan.” Y7. Do 1a 1 trong 3 con dudng “Thién Ly” & Gia
Pinh thoi nha Nguyén ma déan gian con goi 1 “con dudng si”, hay “con duong cong su”.
Chinh quyén nha Nguyén mé con dudng nay nham 2 muc tiéu chinh: thir nhat 13 muc tiéu
ngoai giao (qua lai ciia doan st than 2 nudc, chu yéu la nhitng doan s Chan Lap sang
cong st Pai Nam); th hai 13 muc tiéu quan su (gitt vitng an ninh ving bién, dé dang dem
quan tir Gia Pinh thanh tran ap cic cudc xam l4n bién gidi cua Chan Lap, hodc dem quan
hd tro Chan Lap chéng lai Xiém La). Nhu nhan dinh cta nha nghién ctru Nguyén Thanh
Loi: “Dudi triéu Nguyén, con dwong Sirla huyét mach gita Gia Pinh va Nam Vang (Cao
Mién). Cdc doan sit than, cdc doan thwong nhdn qua lai bang xe trdu, xe bo hodc ngira
tho, vdn chuyén hang héa gikta hai vwong quéc. Con dwong ndy dd timg chirng kién

nhitng doan qudn cua triéu Nguyén den tiép ciru theo yéu cau cua triéu dinh Cao Mién dé

16 Qudc sir quan triéu Nguyén (2006), Pai Nam nhdt thong chi, sdd, trang 265.
7 Huynh Minh (1972), Tdy Ninh xuwa va nay, Nxb Sai Gon, Sai Gon, trang 47.



chong lai quan xam lwoc Xiém™'8, Khi con duong nay méi dugc mé theo ghi nhan cua bo
sir nha Nguyén thi “dwong xa ving vé, khong cé nha cira dan cu’”'®. Tuy nhién viéc mé
con dudng nay di co tac dong rat 1on dén coéng cudc khai khan ving dat Tay Ninh. Luu
dan nguoi Viét tr Hoc Mén, Cu Chi tim 1én, tir ving My Tho, Ba Gidng nguoc séng

Vam Co kéo dén khai khan, dinh cu thanh nhung thon 4p doc 2 bén con dudng méi mo.

Con dwong thién 1y cut [Nguon: http://baotang.tayninh.gov.vn]

Nam 1836, sau khi dan ap xong cudc khoi nghia cia Lé Van Khoi, vua Minh
Mang cir phai doan do 2 vién quan dai than: Truong Minh Giang va Truong Ping Qué
dan dau vao Nam Ky dé do dac lai dat dai va lap s6 dia ba cta ca vung Nam bg. Két qua
ctia cudc “dai kinh 1y ké trén 13 tridu dinh da quyét dinh cho 1ap phu Tay Ninh. “Nam thir
17 (1836) doi xdy thanh nhiw hién nay, doi tén thanh tinh Gia Pinh. Po6i An-Bién tong
déc lam Dinh - Bién Tong Poc...ddat thém phi Tay Ninh, lanh 2 huyén Tan Ninh va
Quang Héa” *°.

Phu Tay Ninh & phia Tay tinh thanh (Gia Dinh) 147 dam, dong tay cach nhau 130
dam, nam bac cach nhau 95 dam, tir phil qua phia dong dén gii han huyén Binh Long,
phu Tan Binh 66 dim, phia tdy dén dat Man lién theo dudi han huyén Kién Hung, tinh

18 Nguyen Thanh Loi, Con dwong thién Iy, Tap chi Nghién ctru Lich st, s6 9-10, 11-12, 2008.
19 Quoc sur quan trleu Nguyen (2006), Pai Nam nhat thong chi, sdd, trang 265.
20 Qudc sir quan triéu Nguyén (2006), Pai Nam nhdt thong chi, sdd, tap 5, trang 235.



Dinh Tuong 37 ddm, phia nam dén g161 han huyén Binh Duong, huyén Ctru An 77 dam,
phia bic vuot qua nui Chéng (hay Chiéng) giap dat Man 18 dim 2

Véi sy kién phu Tay Ninh duoc thanh lap, 1an dau tién dia danh “Tay Ninh” xuét
hién. Cai tén “Tay Ninh” ra doi mang theo khat vong vé mot ving bién gidi phia Tay
duoc an ninh mai mai. Diéu nay cho thiy vi thé quan trong cta ving dit nay trong chién
lugc giir ving bién gidi, ciing nhu khang dinh quyén luc ciia Pai Nam trong khu vuc
duéi thoi hoang dé Minh Mang. C6 mét sy kién ma theo nha nghién ctru Vuong Cong
Ptic “c6 y nghia budc ngoit quan trong, chin duogc da tin cong trén bd cua quin Xiém
La” ma bd Pai Nam thuc luc ghi chép rat chi tiét nhung hau nhu chinh sir va sir dia
phuong khong nhéc t6i, d6 1a chién thing d6n Xi Khé ¢ x& Quang Phong (nim Minh
Mang thtr 15, 1834). Khoang hon 700 quan Xiém vuot rach Xi Khé (nay la rach Tay
Ninh), 4m muu tan céng Gia Dinh, ctru vién cho Lé Vian Khoéi. Quan nha Nguyén da
danh tan d6i quan d6 budc quan Xiém phéi lui quin vao sau ldnh thé Chan Lap. Chién
théng nay da khéng dinh duoc sttc manh va vi thé cua Pai Nam ddi véi Xiém va Chan
Lap ¢ giita thé ky XIX. C6 thé thy vai tro quan trong ctia n6 nhu thé nao qua thai do cia
vua Minh Mang khi nghe tin chién thang (bao vé kinh d6 da qua nita dém), “Vua tré ddy,
khodc do ra xem, ca mimg”, sau d6 lién tiép thuong cho nhiing nguoi béo tin, 1an nhiing
ngudi co cong?... Va trong cai dém vui mimg trong chién thang d6 c6 thé cai tén “Tay
Ninh” d3 xuét hién trong dau vua Minh Mang, dé dén nam 1836, phu Tay Ninh duoc
chinh thtrc thanh lap.

Sang thoi Thiéu Tri, nha Nguyén tiép tuc diy manh nhiing chinh sach khan hoang
& Tay Ninh. Thang 3/1845, quyén tuyén phu st Tay Ninh 1a Cao Hitu Dyc béo cdo vé
triéu dinh da 1ap dugc 26 xa thon mai sau mot thoi gian chiéu dan 1ap ap ¢ Tay Ninh 2.

Pau thip nién 50 cua thé ky XIX, vé co ban pha Tay Ninh di xac dinh 15 rang vé
ranh gi¢i xom lang cu thé trong ban d6 Pai Nam. Theo Pai Nam nhdt théng chi, Tay
Ninh vao thoi ky d6 1a mot phii ctia tinh Gia Dinh, 1anh 2 huyén, 7 téng va 56 xa %4, Véi

A Quoc str quan trleu Nguyen (2006), Pai Nam nhdt thong chi, Nxb Thuan Hoa, Hué,tap 5, trang 240.
2 Quoc str quan trleu Nguyen (2001), Pai Nam thuec luc, tap 4, sdd, trang 13-14

z Quoc st quan trleu Nguyen (2001), Bai Nam thyc luc tién bién, tdp 6, sdd, trang 721-722.

24 Qudc str quan triéu Nguyén (2006), Pai Nam nhdt thong chi, Nxb Thuan Hoa, Hué,tap 5, trang 240.



cac don vi hanh chinh nhu vay, c6 thé thiy dia gi6i phtt Ty Ninh giira thé ky XIX vé co
ban trung voi dia gidi Tay Ninh hién nay. Can ctr vao cac lang xa nguodi Vit thoi ki nay
c6 thé thdy ho da c6 cong khai pha duoc phan nita dja ban cta toan phu Tay Ninh & phia
Nam con dudng tir chan nai Ba Pen qua Vinh Xuan, Thai Binh 1én Tri Binh & bén Tam
Long. Diéu d6 c6 nghia la vung dat thudc cac huyén Trang Bang, GO Dau, Bén Cau,
Chéau Thanh, Hoa Thanh, thanh phd Tay Ninh va mét phan huyén Duong Minh Chau vé
co ban da duoc ngudi Viét khai pha giira thé ki XIX. Vung phia Bic Tay Ninh van con 1a
rung ram hoang da, lac dac co6 vai phun soc cua nguoi Khmer.

Nhu vay, dén nira dau thé ky XIX, ban d6 Tay Ninh vé co ban duoc xé4c 1ap tuwong
d6i hoan chinh nhu hién nay. Qua trinh khan hoang, 1ap lang & TAy Ninh da gép phan bao
vé vimng chic an ninh cho ving bién gidi phia Tdy Nam cua nudc Pai Nam. Vé con
duong khai pha, nguodi Viét dén Tay Ninh bang 2 hudng: ¢ huéng phia Bic di dudng
thity theo séng Tan Binh tir ving Bén Nghé (Sai Gon ngay nay) 1én ving Thanh Tuyén,
Dau Tiéng (Binh Duong) dén ving Tan Thuan (sau doi 1a Pon Thuan); & huéng phia
Nam di theo 2 duong: mdt 1a theo duong Thién 1y cu tr Gia Pinh, qua Hoc M6n, Cu Chi
t6i Trang Bang, Go Dau 1én Bau Pon téi Tay Ninh; mot 1a theo dudng thily ngugc song
Vam Co tir ving My Tho, Ba Gidng 1én Trang Bang, Go Dau, Bén Cau dén vung Bén
Kéo (thanh phé Tay Ninh hién nay). V& phuong thirc khai pha, cling gidng nhu nhiéu
vung dat khac & Nam B0, cong cudc khai pha dat dai & Tay Ninh duoc tién hanh theo
hinh thitc “ddn mé dat truede, nha nude cai tri sau”. Ban dau, luu dan nguoi Viét ty phat
tim dén khai khan dét dai, 1ap lang, dan dan chinh quyén di sap nhap nhiing ving dat d6
vao phan lanh tho do minh cai quan.

So voi nhitng viing dat khac & Nam b, qué trinh mé dat Tay Ninh ciing c¢6 nhiing
dic diém khac, mang déu 4n riéng. D6 13 viéc khai phd dat dai gin lién v6i viée bao vé an
ninh bién gidi dugc chinh quyén chi y. Nhiéu don bao bién phong duoc xay dung (nhu
d6n Thanh Liéu, Pon Thuan, Pinh Liéu), s6 lugng quan doi don tra & day khong ngimg
ting 1én qua ting thoi ky 1am chd dya cho luu din ngudi Viét co thé khai pha va mé rong
dat dai. V& qua trinh 1ap lang & Tay Ninh c6 vai tro 16n clia cac bac “tién hién” nhu Ding

Vian Trude, Nguyen Van Thién... theo 101 kéu goi cua nha nudce, cac vi da tim dén Tay



Ninh tap hop dan dinh vira khai khan dat dai, 1ap lang, vira ty to chirc bao vé céc lang
x6m moi khai pha trude sy tan cong cua cac thé luc bén ngoai. Ngoai ra, viée thanh lap
cac lang xom ¢ Tay Ninh (nhu Binh Tinh, Thanh Phuéc, Thanh DPuec, Cam Giang Tay...)
thudng c6 ddu an cua mot, hoic mot sé dong ho 16n. Luu dan nguoi Viét tir Dang Ngoai,
do mat mua, loan lac chay vao ving ngii Quing roi tir d6 di cu vao ving dit ndy, mang
theo nhiing tip tuc sinh hoat, van hoa, nhiéu nguoi mang theo ca ho hang minh vao dé
khai khan dat hoang. Vi vay, lang x6m ¢ Tay Ninh dugc thanh l4p vin mang nhing nét
“rat quen” cua lang xa Béic bo va Bic Trung bo.

Pé phuc dung lai birc tranh nhiing ngay dau cong dong cu dan ¢ Tay Ninh tim dén
va ra strc khai phd ving dat hoang so dé lap nén lang x6m, on dinh cudc séng qua khong
dé dang, boi tu liéu con lai qua it 6i. Tuy nhién, trén co sd cai nén chung cia cong cudc
khan hoang Nam bo, cing voi mot sb tu lidu it oi ghi chép vé Tay Ninh trong Qudc sir
quan nha Nguyén, két hop voi nhitng tai liéu khao ctru ¢ dia phuong da giup tac gia budc
dau 1am 13 lich sir khai pha ving dat Tay Ninh. Tir 2 dao Quang Phong, Quang Hoa xa
x6i va hoang vu dén phu Tay Ninh cta tinh Gia Dinh 14 thanh qua tir biét bao md héi,

xuwong mau cua cac cong dong cu dan Tay Ninh da d6 xudng qua nhiéu the ki.
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