LICH SU XA HQI VA MOT SO CONG TRINH LICH SU XA HOI NAM BQ
Tran Hanh Minh Phirong*

Lich str xa hoi, thuong duoc goi 13 lich sir xa hoi méi ra doi ntra sau thé ky XX va
hién dang phat trién manh & Bic My, Uc va Chau Au nghién ctru nhirmg xa hoi hién dai,
cong nghiép va dan chu. Viét Nam dang trai qua nhiing blen d6i 16n vé kinh té, vin hoa,
xa hoi, nhitng bién d6i ndy tac dong lén dén doi song ctia mdi con ngudi Viét Nam va sir
hoc phai phan anh thuc té sinh dong 4y nhung st hoc Viét Nam hién nay phan 16n chi tap
trung nghién ctu lich st chinh tri va lich st chién tranh, trong khi d6 lich sir xa hoi, manh
dat mau md con twong doi méi va xa la, it ngudi khai théac.

Trong pham vi bai viét nay chiing t6i dé cap dén bdi canh ra doi cua lich sir xa hoi,
phuong phap va linh vuc nghién ctru, cac truong phai lich sir xa hoi cua chau Au va Bic
My va diém luan mét s cong trinh nghién ctu lich sir x4 hoi Nam bo nhu mot goi ¥
nghién cuu vé lich sir x3 hoi ¢ Viét Nam.

1. Béi canh ra doi cia lich sie xi héi va phwong phdp nghién ciru

Lich sir xa hoi 1a mét linh vire nghién ctu lich str, nhin nhén nhitng sy kién lich st
tir quan diém cua nhu:ng khuynh huong phat trién x4 hoi va phan tich cac khia canh cua
x3 hoi dan sy dé thdy duoc sy tién trién cua nhitng chuan myc va hanh vi xa hoi?,

Theo Tran Thi Bich Ngoc “Lich sir xa hoi ra doi nhu mot phan ang chdng lai sy
thdng tri cua lich sir chinh tri va lich str ngoai giao thé giéi vao dau thé ky XX3. Cong
trinh mang tinh tién phong cua Marc Bloch va Lucien truong phai Annales cua Phap vao
nam 1929 danh du su xuat hién cua lich sir xa hoi va no tro thanh “maét chuyén nganh va
mot phuong phap dac thu nghién ctru cach tng Xt mang tinh xa hdi cia con nguol qua
nhiéu thoi dai va nhanh chong lan rong tir nhitng thap nién 19607, Su phat trién cua lich
str x hoi dua dén viéc ra doi nhing tap chi chuyén nganh nhu Journal of Social History
(do Peter Stearns sang lap nam 1967), International Review of Social History (1955),
Past and Present (1952 bai nhitng nha st hoc Maxist va Tan Maxist E. P. Thompson,
Christopher Hill, Eric Hobsbawm, Rodney Hilton, and Dona Torr) va Comparative
Studies in Society and History (1958).

Trong hai thap nién tir 1975 dén 1995, sy phat trién cuaa lich sir x4 hoi thé hién qua
ty 1€ gido su st hoc xa hoi ¢ cac truong dai hoc MY tang tir 31% 1én 41% trong khi ty 1€
str gia chinh tri giam tir 40% xudng 30%° va trong tong sé 3410 giang vién lich st cua
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2 Constantin lordachi (2006), Social History: Schools, Methods and Case Studies, Central European University
Budgpest Fall. )
3 Tran Thi Bich Ngoc (2008), “Sir hoc hién dai va lich st xa hdi”, Tap chi Khoa hoc Xa héi, so 10, tr.56.
4 Peter N.Steaarns (2006), Encyclopedia of Social history, Published in Taylor Francis, USA, p.1.
> Diplomatic dropped from 5% to 3%, economic history from 7% to 5%, and cultural history grew from
14% to 16%. Based on full-time professors in U.S. history departments. Stephen H. Haber, David M.
Kennedy, and Stephen D. Krasner, "Brothers under the Skin: Diplomatic History and International
Relations,” International Security, Vol. 22, No. 1 (Summer, 1997), pp. 34-43 at p. 4.
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cac truong dai hoc Anh trong nam 2014 c6 878 giao su (26%) tu nhan minh nghién ctu
theo hudng lich sir xa hoi trong khi d6 c6 841 (25%) giang vién theo hudng lich sir chinh
tri%. Va cho dén hién nay, & Anh, My lich sir xa hoi dang chiém wu thé hon so véi lich st
chinh tri.

Vé phwong phdp: Nhitng nha sir hoc xa hoi st dung nhiéu phuong phap cua khoa
hoc xi hoi. Ho thira nhan nhitng gia thuyét, do luong va tim kiém nhiing khuynh huéng
xd hoi. Trén tat ca, ho nghién ctru nhitng xd hoi qua khir trén dién rong, lich sir x hoi
duge mo ta nhu 1a lich sir cia giai cap dudi, lién quan dén nhiing con nguoi thudng ngay,
dén dam déng quan chung va xem xét ho da 1am nén lich sir nhu thé nao.

2. Cdc linh vwce nghién ciru cua lich sie xa hoi:

Ngoai lich st chinh tri, ngoai giao va chién tranh, tat ca nhitng van dé con lai 1a
pham vi nghién cttu cta lich st xa hoi. Lich sir xd hoi bao gdm tat ca nhitng chu dé lién
quan dén con ngudi binh thudng séng trong xa hoi. C6 thé chia lich st xa hoi thanh cac
linh vuc: lich str nhan khau hoc, lich st ngudi da den, lich st toc ngudi, lich st lao dong,
lich str phu ntr, lich st gidi, lich sir gia dinh, lich st d6 thi, lich st nong thon, lich st thoi
tho au’.

Lich si nhdn khau hoc (Demographic history) nghién ciru vé cudc séng ciia nhitng
con nguoi binh thuong. Chuyén nganh nay dugc cach mang hoa [was revolutionized]
trong thap nién 1960 nhd vao nhirng phuong phap nhan khau hoc va phan tich dinh luong
tinh vi, thuong sir dung nhiing dir liéu ca nhan tir cudc diéu tra dan s6, nhiing diang ky
sinh, két hon, khai tir va khai thué, cling nhu nhung mo hinh 1y thuyét xa hoi hoc nhu tinh
chuyén dong xa hoi [social mobility]. Lich sir nhan khau hoc 1a nghién ctru vé lich sir dan
s, tién trinh nhan khau, né tré thanh mét linh vire quan trong trong lich st xa hoi.

Lich sur nguoi da den (Black history) (hay lich sir nguoi My va nguoi Phi) nghién
ctru nguoi My goc Phi va nguoi Phi trong lich s chau My. Hiép hoi nghién ctru vé doi
song va lich st ctia ngudi My gbe Phi [Association for the Study of African American
Life and History] do Carter G.Woodson sang 1ap nam 1915 véi 2500 thanh vién va cho ra
doi tap chi Journal of African American History tir naim 1926 mdi nim mét sb vao thang
hai.

Lich stk téc ngweoi (Ethnic history) dic biét phat trién & My va Canada, chuyén
nghién ctru lich st cta cac tdc ngudi bao gdm nhitng tdc ngudi da den va nguoi da do
ban dia. Hudng tiép can tiéu biéu bao gém nhitng nghién ctru nhitng tdc ngudi da sd,
nhiing toc ngudi thiéu sd.

Lich st lao dong (Labor history): quan tam dén nhitng hoi doan lao dong va lich
sir X3 hoi ciia nhitng ngudi lao dong. Nhom nghién ctru vé lich sir ciia tang 16p cong nhan
va lao dong qudc t& duogc sang 1p nim 1971 c6 1000 thanh vién, xudt ban quyén
International Labor and Working-Class History cua Kirk (2010) nghién ctru lich st lao
dong & Anh tir khi hinh thanh hoi nghién ciru lich sir lao dong nam 1960. Ong cho rang
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lich sir lao dong phan 16n 13 thyc té [pragmatic], chiét trung [eclectic] va thuc nghiém; né
dong mot vai tro quan trong trong nhimg dir liéu vé viéc chép st Trong khi d6 Navickas,
(2011) cho rang nhimg nghién ctru cua nhiing hoc gia hién nay bao gém lich str cua hanh
dong tap thé, sinh thai mdi trudng va sinh thai nhan van. Cong trinh cua nhimng van dé vé
gidi.

Lich siur cua phy ni¢ (Women's history) phat trién manh trong thap nién 1970 va
hién tai. Lich st xa hoi str dung huong tlep can lich st cua phy nit dé viét vé kll’lh nghi¢m
ctia nguoi phu nit binh thuong nhu dé dbi choi véi “Nhitng vi nhan phu nit” trong qué
khur.

Lich su gici (Gender history) Lich str gi¢i tap trung vao nhitng pham tru, nhitng
dién ngon, nhing kinh nghiém cua nir gioi va nam gioi nhu thé chung phat trién vuot thoi
gian. Lich st gioi tr6 nén noi tiéng sau khi Joan W.Scott dua ra khai niém gioi trong nhan
dé bai viét ciia ba “Gender: A Useful Category of Historical Analysis™®. Nhiéu nha st hoc
xa hdi st dung khai niém “sy khac nhau dugc nhan biét” [perceived differences] dé
nghién ctru nhitng mbi quan hé gidi trong qua khir dwoc md rong va tiép tuc dugec mo
rong nhu thé nao.

Lich sir cia gia dinh (History of the family): xuat hién nhu mét linh vuc doc lap
trong thap nién 1970, 13 su két hop chit ch& giita nhan hoc va xa hoi hoc. Khuynh hudng
nay dic biét duoc quan tim & My va Canada. Lich st cta gia dinh nhin manh nhitng mo
hinh nhan khau hoc va chinh sach cong. N6 hoan toan khong lién quan gi den nganh pha
hé hoc mic du chuyén nganh nay ciing dya trén ngudn tu lidu so cap nhu sd lidu diéu tra
dan va nhitng dir li¢u gia dinh. Mgt nghién curu tién phong c6 anh huong 16n do Louise
A.Tilly va Joan W.Scott thyc hién la Women, Work, and Family (1978), cong trinh da md
ra khung phan tich sdu rong va nhdn manh nhimng nhan t6 khac nhau tao nén vi tri cia
ngudi phu nit trong gia dinh, trong kinh té & Phap va Anh.

Lich sir gido duc (History of education) phan 16n nhitng coéng trinh lich st gido
duc thuong quan tim dén nhitng dinh ché hoic tap trung vao lich sir tu tuéng cta nhiing
nha cai cach quan trong, nhung lich sir xa hoi mai hién nay tap trung vao dbi tugng sinh
vién trong bdi canh xa hoi va tinh bién ddi xa hoi. O My, nguoi ta chi trong dén nhing
sinh vién toc nguoi thiéu s6. O Anh, Raftery (2007) nghién ctru lich sir cua bién d6i xa
hoi va gido duc ¢ Ireland, Scotland, va Wales, dac biét la gido duc ¢ nha truong trong thé
ky XIX. Nhirng nha sir hoc gan day quan tdm dén m01 quan h¢ gitra giao duc hoc duong
va sy phat trién cua do thi bang nhirg nghién ctru vé nhirng dinh ché giao dyc nhu sy sap
xep 16p hoc, mbi lién hé giao duc hoc dudng noi do6 thi va nhirng bién doi cua db thi, su
lién két gilta qua trinh do thi hoa véi nhimg phong trao cai cach xa hdi va nghién ctru
nhimg diéu kién vat chat anh “hudng doi song cua tré em. Mit khac mdi quan hé giira
truong hoc voi nhu:ng thanh t6 khac s& gop phan xd@ hot hoc gidi tré. Nhiing nha str hoc
khac cb gang 1y giai sy lién quan ciia gido duc ddi véi nhiing thay dbi vé chat luong lao

8 Tamara K. Hareven, "The history of the family and the complexity of social change," American Historical Review,
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dong, dén su tang trudng kinh té va san xudt va ty 1€ tré lai dau tu cho giao duc. Vi dy
cong trinh Women, Work, and Family (1978) cua Claudia Goldin va Lawrence la cong
trinh lich st kinh té, gido duc.

Lich sir @ thi (Urban history): Lich sir d6 thi méi xuat hién thap nién 1960 cb
gang dé hiéu “d6 thi nhu mot tién trinh” [city as process] va bang nhimg phuong phap
dinh luong dé hiéu rd hon dam déng quan ching khong rd rang trong cac thanh phd nhu
dé chong lai nhitng thi truéng. Mot cong trinh nghién ciru quan trong sém nhat cua
Stephan Thernstrom Poverty and Progress: Social Mobility in a Nineteenth Century City
(1964). Mot sb cong trinh khac vé lich sir 6 thi méi nhu Immigrant Milwaukee, 1836-
1860 (1976) cua Kathleen Conzen; Alan Dawley véi Class and Community: The
Industrial Revolution in Lynn (1975; 2nd ed. 2000); Michael B. Katz, The People of
Hamilton, Canada West (1976), Eric H. Monkkonen, The Dangerous Class: Crime and
Poverty in Columbus Ohio 1860-1865 (1975); and Michael P. Weber, Social Change in
an Industrial Town: Patterns of Progress in Warren, Pennsylvania, From Civil War to
World War 1. (1976).

Lich sur ving nong thon (Rural history) Lich st nong thon tiép can theo chiéu kich
kinh té va k¥ thuat trong khi lich st néng thon dugc tiép can dudi gbc nhin xa hoi.
Burchardt (2007) xem xét tinh trang cuia lich sir ndng thon hién dai Anh va tép trung vao
lich str kinh té ctia nong nghiép. Hién nay, mot trudng phai méi, c6 lién quan voi tap chi
Rural History da vuot ra khoi phuong phap ké chuyén vé sy bién doi nong nghiép, ma
mo rong pham vi ra lich st xa hoi.

3. Cic trwong phdi nghién ciru lich sit xa hi ciia Hoa Ky, Anh, Phdp, Y-

Truyén théng qudc gia c6 anh hudng ddi véi nghién ciru lich sir xa hoi, tir d6 hinh
thanh céc trudng phai lich str xa hoi mang tinh quoc gia.

Lich siz xa héi My (Lich st méi — New history): xuat hién & Hoa Ky sau nim
1945, nhitng nha sir hoc theo trudng phai nay quan tdim dén xa hoi hién dai, mét lich sir
chinh tri chat hep khong con du phan anh mét xa hoi hién dai c6 nhiéu quan diém méi®.
Nhitng sir gia Méi lac quan vé sy tién hoa ciia xa hoi hudng dén mot muc tiéu dan chi.
Déi véi cac sir gia Méi, mot xa hoi di dat duoc hiéu qua cong nghiép va tao ra mot thi
trueong tiéu dung dai chiing doi hoi phai ¢6 mot lich sir va khoa hoc xa hoi du kip theo véi
thuc tidén caa mot thé gigi hién dai. Ho dung nghién ctru truong hop (Case-Study) dé
nghién ctru lich sir x3 hoi caa mot cong dong, st dung phuong phap lién nganh (xa hoi
hoc, kinh té hoc, tdm 1y hoc va nhan hoc), theo hudng tiép can dinh tinh va dinh luong dé
nghién ctru cac van dé lich sir duong dai®®.

Tiéu biéu cong trinh The Making of an American Community: A Case Study of
Democracy in a Frontier Country — Merle Curti da kiém chang gia thuyét bién gidi
[frontier thesis] cua Frederick Jackson Turner (ndi tiéng véi bai phat biéu The
Significance of the Frontier in American History trong hoi thao thuong nién cac nha su
hoc nim 1893 ¢ ChiCago) cho rang ciu trac dic biét va tinh than cua nén dan chu My 1a

® Tran Thi Bich Ngoc, Bai dd dan, tr.58
10 Eric Foner (1997), The New American History, Temple University Press.
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san pham tryc tiép cua ving bién gidi nhu sy thy ddc dat hoang, sur kich thich tri théng
minh sang tao, su phong phu vé tai nguyén thién nhién va chii nghia c4 nhén thong trilt
Merle Curti nhan manh dén phuong phép va dia ban nghién cttu (quan Trempealeau)
Cong trinh dé cap dén sy dinh cu dau tién va sy thanh 1ap quan, ciu tric xa hoi va cau
trac kinh té ctia quan, su sinh sdng ¢ néng trai, tai san cta nhitng ngudi nong dan méi,
sinh ké cua thi dan, mdi quan hé x3 héi, tin niém xa hoi [social creed], sy dan chu cua
chinh quyén quan, tinh dan chi cua vang, co hoi gido duc va vin hoa cua ngudi dan trong
vung. Khi nghién viéc hinh thanh céng d6ng & quan Trempealeau, Curti di 1am 1 nhitng
gia trj 4n chira trong Gng xtr xa hoi, trong gia dinh, treong hoc, hoi hop trong thi trin, nha
tho, té chirc trong tro'?

Gan day, chuong trinh lich sir xa hoi trong cac dai hoc My tap trung nghién cuu
doi song hang ngay cia ngudi My tur thoi ky dau thudc dia cho téi giira thé ky XX nhu
dat dai, lao dong, cong dong, ton gido, van héa binh dan, chung toc, giai cap, gigi
tinh...Nhitng nha st hoc xa hoi ¢6 gang giai quyét nhitng cau hoi: Lam thé nao nhiing
con nguoi binh thuong 6 moi noi cua xa hoi My da anh huong dén va chiu anh huong
boi nhimng bién cb quan trong trong lich st nu6c My. Nhimng ngudi My binh thuong nghi
gi vé ché do no 18, quyén bau cir ciia phu nit va cudc chién tranh Viét Nam. .

Lich sir xd@ héi Anh: d3 co su thay doi vé quan diém viét st (khong viét sir theo
quan diém cua giai cip tinh hoa chinh tri): lich st tir bén duci [history from below
(people history)]*, dbi twong nghién cru cua lich sir xa hoi Anh 1a tang 16p bén dudi:
nhitng con nguoi song bén 1& xa hoi (Mat quyén cong dan), nhiing ngudi bi ap buc, nhiing
ngudi 1ap di, nhitg cong nhan, néng dan, toc nguoi thiéu s, nhitg ngudi nghéo thanh
thi. Nhitng nha st hoc xa hdi Anh la nhiing nguoi tién phong cho phong trao “Tan
Marxist”Anh vao nhitng nam 1960. Céng trinh The Making of the English Working Class
ctia Thompson (1963) tap trung vao xi hoi cua nhitng tho thu cong va giai cip cong nhan
Anh trong nhitng nam hinh thanh tr nam 1780 — 1832, vao giai doan cach mang cong
nghiép Anh. Thompson xem xét nhitng diéu kién xa hoi anh huong dén nhitng nhom
nguoi vo danh d6 va nghién ctru van hoa thuong nhét cua ho, nghién ctru nhiing diéu kien
lao dong trong cac nha may, su tuyen md mot giai cap lao dong, mdi quan hé giira cong
nhan va gidi chu, nghién ctu tiéu sir ca nhan nhiing ngudi tho dét dé phac hoa nhitng hy
vong va udc cua ho. Xa hoi ong mo ta la xa hoi Chuyen tlep tur trat tu cli sang trat tuw mai
day séng dong va hon loan. Ong ciing nhic dén nhiing phong trao quan chung bi ling
quén trong lich st Anh nhu phong trao Luddite va nhan manh lich sir phai biét dén ho®*.

11 Frederick Jackson Turner, http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/610263/Frederick-Jackson-Turner, Truy
cap ngay 7/6/2014.

12 Merle Curti (1969), The Making of an American Community: A Case Study of Democracy in a Frontier Country,
Stanford University Press, 83 Book Review of RC Omark - 1974,
https://kuscholarworks.ku.edu/dspace/bitstream/.../1/KJISV10N1BR1.pdf. Truy cap ngay 7/6/2014.

13 peter Burke (2001), New Perspective on Historical Writing, The Pennsylvania State University Press.

14 Edward Thompson (1966), The Making of the English Working Class, Vintage Preface, New York.



http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/610263/Frederick-Jackson-Turner
https://kuscholarworks.ku.edu/dspace/bitstream/1808/6110/1/KJSV10N1BR1.pdf
https://kuscholarworks.ku.edu/dspace/bitstream/.../1/KJSV10N1BR1.pdf

Nhitng cong trinh lich st xa hoi chi ¥ dén nhitng con ngudi “bén duéi”: A
People's History of the United States, Howard Zinn viét " Lich sir bat ky mot quéc gia
nao déu duoc thé hién dudi dang lich sir gia dinh, nhitng cudc xung dot vé quyén loi dit
doi duoc che giau gitra ké cai tri va nguoi bi tri, gitra cha né va né 18, gitra nha tu ban va
ngudi 1am thué, ké thdng tri va ngudi bi tri. Ngoai ra, & Anh con c6 cac nha sir hoc Eric
Hobsbawn, Harvey Kaye, Maurice Dobb...

Lich si xa héi Y (lich siz vi mé - Microhistory) do hai st gia Carlo Ginzburg va
Giovanni Levi sang lap va phat trién trong nhitng nam dau thap nién 1970 c6 tap chi
Quaderni Storici (Historical Notebook). Quan diém cua lich str vi mé khong nghién cau
dam dong hay giai cap noi chung ma nghién ctu nhitng ca nhan binh thuong trong xa
hoi, nghién ctu nhitng van dé vi moé von bi nhiing sir gia trudc day lang quén, trong do
ho sir dung phuong phap viét st qua 151 ké cta nhan ching (oral history) dé xay dung lai
lich sir tir hién tai. Cac cong trinh nghién ctiu cua lich s vi mé thuong dé cap dén mot
thanh phd nho, mot ngdi lang nho, phén tich tap trung vao nhimng con ngudi nho bé va ca
nhan mo nhat trong xa hoi. Lich sit vi moé thuong dugc thuc hién véi sy cong tac cua
nhan hoc, xa hdoi hoc®®.

Mot trong nhiing tic pham kinh dién nhat cua Levi 13 L ’eredita
immateriale:carriera di un esorcista nel Piemonte del seicento [Quyén luc ké thura: Lich
sir cua mot ong thay phép ¢ ving Piemonte vao thé ky XVII] phan tich vé ong thay phap
va thé gisi cia ong ta dé cho thay mot x4 hoi nong dan thoi tién hién dai, cudc song taim
t6i cia ngdi lang trong sudt thé ky XVII va XVIII®,

Lich si xd héi Phdp ra doi gan lién véi truong phai Annales nam 1929. Céc sir gia
cua trudng phai Bién nién nhin x4 hoi nhu mot tong thé va nghién ctu lich sir xa hoi trén
trong thoi gian dai [long-term social history], khi nghién citu mét van dé lich sir ludn
quan tAm dén su thay doi qua thoi gian. Ba thé hé cua trudng phai Bién nién Phap: thé hé
the 1a Lucien Febvre, Marc Bloch, thé hé tht hai: Fernand Braudel; thé hé tht ba:
Emmanuel Le Roy Ladurie.

Mot sb tac pham: Montaillou, village Occitan de 1294 a 1324 cua Emmanuel Le
Roy Ladurie nghién ctu vé mot ngdi lang Montaillou mién nai & ving Languedoc thudc
mién Nam nudc Phéap vao thé ky XIV. Immigrés de force: Les travailleurs indochinois en
France (1939 - 1952) cua nha bao nguoi Phap Pierre Daum.

4. Mpt sé cong trinh nghién civu lich sit xi héi Nam B§:

Du khong that sy 1a nhitng cong trinh nghién ciru lich sir xa hoi nhu ¢ chau Au va
Bic My nhung mét s tac pham ciia Son Nam, Huynh Minh, Pao Trinh Nhat, Nguyén
Vian Hau, Huynh Téi, Nguyén Pinh Pau, Huynh Lira, Nguyén Phan Quang, Nguyén
Thanh Nha, Li Tana, Choi Byung Wook, Gerald Cannon Hickey trong chirng myuc nao dé

15 Ginzburg C., "Microhistory, Two or Three Things That | Know about It", in Threads and Traces, Berkeley:
University of California Press 2012, p.193-214.
16 Ginzburg C., "Microhistory, Two or Three Things That | Know about It", in Threads and Traces, Berkeley:

University of California Press 2012, p.193-214



tiép can theo hudng nghién ctru lich str xa hoi... trong pham vi bai viét nay ching toi
diém luan mot sd cong trinh lich str xa hoi Nam Bg.

Village in Vietnam cta Gerald Cannon Hickey (1964) 1a mdt cong trinh lich sir xa
hoi, nghién cttu rong va sau vé mot ngdi lang cu thé & Nam Bo, lang Khanh Hau (thudc
quan Thi Thira, nay 1a huyén Tan An, tinh Long An). Téc gia da nghién ctu ti mi vé ngoi
lang bang viéc quan sat tham dy nhirng viéc dién ra hang ngay nhu: cong viéc dong ang,
hoat dong hanh chanh, nhiing cugc phan xu vé nhﬁng xung dot xay ra trong lang, nhirng
dip 1&: 1 cudi, I€ tang, d4am glo Tét Nguyén dan, 1& Ky yén & dinh, ¢ gia dinh. Tac gia da
tao duoc mdi quan hé than thiét v6i nguoi dan trong lang dé tro chuyén véi ho, thu thap
nhitng cAu chuyén ca nhan, dit nhitng cau héi lién quan dén doi séng cua dan lang. Tac
pham di phan tich sau vé lich st xa hoi cua lang Khanh Hau (twong dwong xa) trong
nhitng ndm 1958 — 1961 véi cac van dé:

Lich sit ciia lang bao gdm lich sir hinh thanh lang, lich st kinh té, nhitng bién doi
cua lang gan lién v6i nhitng bién ¢6 lich sir cia quéc gia Viét Nam tir thoi nha Nguyén
véi viec Nguyén Huynh Pire dugc ctr 1am Tong tran thanh Gia Dinh, thoi Phap thudc va
thoi chinh quyén Ngoé Pinh Diém. Téac gia da viét “(...) nhitng su kién chinh tri thoi ky
nay anh hudéng sau sic dén xa hoi Khanh Hau: nén Cong Hoa Viét Nam, sy kién bau cir
tong thdng Ngo Dinh Diém ngay 23/10/1955, nhitng cudc cai cach hanh chinh 1958,
chuong trinh UNESCO tai trg gido duc(...)”*". Dan cu trong lang cu tra theo cum, theo
tuyén doc theo nhing con kénh, con sdng, dudng lang hay duong I6n. Nha & gom ba loai
nha 14, nha cay chiém da s6, ca lang thoi ay chi ¢ vai ngdi nha gach cua nhiing gia dinh
giau co.

Vé niém tin tén gido va tin nguwéng: tac gia da mo ta sau Vé thé gii quan va nhan
sinh quan thong cua dan lang Khanh Hau thong qua hé théng niém ton giao, tin ngudng.
Ho tin ring con nguoi c6 s6 phan va so phan ay gan lién véi ngdi sao chiéu ménh nén c6
phong tuc cung sao giai han. Ho tin ring doi nguoi thuong trai qua nhitg nim xau 21,
23, 31, 33, 41, 43, 51-53 tuoi.

Vé hé thong than téc cua dan lang Khanh Hau giéng hé théng than toc ngudi Viét
— hé théng than toc phu hé, co cac hinh thire gia dinh hat nhan, gia dinh mo rong va theo
tac gia hé thong than toc co nhitng bién doi theo thoi gian.

Vé gia dinh véi tw cdach la mét nhém xd héi cac thanh vién trong gia dinh song
quiy quan bén nhau trong cung mot ngdi nha ¢ phén cong lao dong theo gidi, tudi, theo
mua va theo kha ning kinh té cta gia dinh, 1a don vi san xuat doc 1ap, moi thanh vién déu
c6 trach nhiém chia s& cong viéc. Gia dinh 1a noi thuc hién cac nghi 1€ lién quan dén su
chuyén d6i cta con ngudi tir tudi tho, nién thiéu, truong thanh va gia va mat di. Khai
niém “nha” khong don gian 1a ngdi nha vat chat ma con c6 nghia la gia dinh. Tac gia con
phan tich ti mi vé cau tric gia dinh, gép phan hinh thanh nén céu tric xa hoi, phan chia
thir bac trong gia dinh dya theo vai vé va tudi tac.

Sinh ké va hé thong kinh té phan tich co cu kinh té cua lang bao gdm néng nghiép
tréng lta, cdy an trai va hoa mau, chan nudéi, danh bt cé; thuong mai c¢6 ban si va ban 1¢

17 Gerald Cannon Hickey (1964), Village in Vietnam, Published by Yale University Press New Haven, page 10.
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du cac mat hang phuc vu doi séng, tleu tha cong nghiép (dét, nghe moc, may). Mdi nganh
nghe tac gia déu mo ta that chi tiét cong cu, ky thuat san Xuit, san pham va ban san
pham. .. qua do c6 thé hiéu duoc toan bo nén kinh té cua Khanh Hau.

Vé hanh chinh lang va 1é lang: Lang c6 trudng lang (trudng ap) ¢6 nhiém vu didu
hanh céc viéc cua hanh chinh cua lang va cic nghi 1 cia lang, hoi lang. Trudng lang chiu
trach nhiém truc tiép véi quan truéng quan Tha Thira.

Nghi I€ ciia lang quan trong nhat 1a 18 cung té than Thanh Hoang — 18 Ky Yén, tac
gia phan tich cau tric chinh tri x4 hoi cua lang qua 18 hoi Ky Yén duoc phan 4nh qua
thanh phan Ban té tu, khach danh dy, dan lang, tién trinh nghi 1&. Chtrc ning cua nghi I8
1a c¢b két cac thanh vién cua cong dong. Sy thay d6i doi song kinh té cua dan lang duoc
phan 4n rd nét qua nghi 1& 18

Su phdn tang Kinh té xa héi & Khanh Hau khong phan chia rd rét thanh bon tang
16p si, nong, cong, thuong nhu & mién Bac va mién Trung, khong mang dic trung cua x4
hoi Nho gido anh huong Trung Hoa!®. O Khanh Hau, sy phan chia nay chi mang tinh
tuong di va khong co phan biét sy cao thap hay sang hén giita cac tang 16p ndy, nguoi
trong lang thuong phan biét gitra nhirng nguoi lam an giodi va nhitng nguoi luoi nhat cha
khong biét giau, nghéo. Mot nguoi so hitu trén 4 hecta hodc thué trén 5 hecta dugc xép
vao nhimg ngudi thudc giai ting trén — gioi lam an, tAng trung binh 13 nhimg ngudi so
hitu tir 2-4 hecta va thué 5 hecta, tang thap 13 nhitng ngudi s¢ hitu tir 2 hoic it hon, thué
2,5 hecta hoac it hon va nhitng nguoi buoén ban nhd, cha ctra hi¢u nho, the thu cong va
nhitng ngudi that nghigp?. Mdi tang Iop tac gia mo ta vé cua cai, dia vi cia ho ddi voi
cong dong va sy anh hudng cua ting giai cap dbi cac van dé kinh té va xa hoi cua lang.
Thong qua ba tang I6p nay Hickey phén tich cu trac x4 hoi lang qué Khanh Hau.

Pay Ia cong trinh nghién cltu sau va bao quat vé mot cong d@)ng cu thé, duoc tiép
can dudi goc nhin lich st xa hoi mé ta tit ca nhirng van dé cua lang: lich si, kinh té, vin
hoa, hanh chinh, phan tang xa hoi cua lang.

Huynh Lira (chi bién) (1987), Lich si khai pha viing dat Nam B¢ khong hoan toan
la mQt cong trinh lich stir xa hdi dung nghia nhu phuong Tay. N§i dung chinh cua cong
trinh 13 mo ta qua trinh khai pha viung dat Nam B (duoc trinh bay theo truc thoi gian):
bat dau tir Loc Da (Pong Nai) vao cudi thé ky XVII, dén ving dat My Tho, Bén Tre, Cai
Lay, Go Cong, Tra Vinh, Ba Thac, Mang Kham (Ha Tién)... Chan dung cua nhimng
ngudi di khai pha da dugc dé cap trong cong trinh nhung con mo nhat, mang tinh tap thé
chua dugc phan tich c6 h¢ thong theo cach tiép cép lich st tir bén duéi ctia Anh. Theo tac
gia luu dan khai pha ving dat Nam Bo6 1a “nhitng ngudi néng dan va tho tha cong nghéo
kho & céc tinh phia ngoai cliing cuc, diéu ding vi tai hoa chién tranh, vi bi giai cdp phong
kién ap burc boc 16t tan bao, khong thé sdng ndi, budc 1ong phai roi bé qué huong lang
x6m™?! hay ho 1a “nhiing nguoi trén tranh binh dich, nhitng tir nhan bi luu day, nhiing

18 Gerald Cannon Hickey (1964), Tai liéu da dan, tr.218.

19 Gerald Cannon Hickey (1964), Tai liéu da dan, tr.233.

2 Gerald Cannon Hickey (1964), Tai liéu da dan, tr.235.

21 Huynh Lua (1987), Lich si khai phd ving dat Nam Bg, Nxb thanh phd H6 Chi Minh, tr38.
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binh linh dao ngu hodc giai nghi, nhing thay lang, thay d6 nghéo”?2. Noi chung ho la
tang 16p bén dudi cua xa hoi, ra di dén vang dat méi voi mong mudn c6 cudc song tbt
hon. Nhu vay, su bién dbi xa hoi, quan hé xa hoi (bat binh dang) duoc thé hién phan nao
qua mo ta thanh phan cta nhitng luu dan khai pha. D6 13 xa hoi ma quan hé san xuét
khong con phu hop voi luc luong san xuat, ting 16p bén dudi khong thé tiép tuc chiu
dung mbi quan hé bat binh dang, vé nhitng khing hoang ma ho phai ganh chiu nén budc
ho ra di tim ving dat méi.

Lich st kinh té ving d¢at Nam Bo duoc cong trinh dé cap dén 1a nghé nghiép cia
cac luu dan: bén canh nghé nong con co nghé lam mudi, chai ludi, lam mém 23 Hay
“Ngudi Viét sdng tap trung nhét ¢ ta ngan song Tién véi nghe lua nuée cd truyen (.-r)
nguoi Khmer chu y€u trén cac gidng dat cao v6i nghé rudng, riy. Ngudi Hoa song bang
nghé thuong mai 1a chii yéu”?

Lich sit téc nguoi cho thdy ving dat Nam Bo 13 noi tu cu cia nhiing toc ngudi
khéc nhau: Viét, Hoa, Cham, Khmer c6 c4 nhiing ngudi phuong Tay: Phap, Anh.

Lich sir hanh chinh 13 qua trinh thiét 1ap céac t6 chirc hanh chinh ¢ nhiing diém da
duogc khai pha, 1ap lang. Thiét 1ap cac co quan ciia nha nudc dé quan 1y dan va thu thué:
khu vuc Bén Nghé xung quanh Sai Gon “xa An Loc dugc 1ap nam 1716, xa An Phudc
nam 1746, xa An Loi BPong 1751, Tan Son Nhét 1749, xd An Loi DPong 175172,

Van héa, 16i ing xik va tdm thirc cong dong duoc tac gia mo ta “chinh trong cudc
song day gian lao thir thach va tir trong moi quan hé twong than dum boc 1an nhau da
hinh thanh nén nhitng dirc tinh cao dep nhu gidu long trong nghia khinh tai, sdn long hy
sinh vi nghia, chi c6t cho chung thily trong tinh ban b¢, chan hoa cdi mo trong quan hé
hang x6m lang giéng, cuong truc thang than, rong rai hiéu khach...”?

Tuy nhién, tac gid chi dung lai & mirc d0 m6 td ma chua phan tich va chiing minh
nhiing van dé trén nhung cong trinh it nhiéu thé hién cach tiép can lich str xa hoi.

Lang Bén G6 xwa va nay cua Diép Pinh Hoa (1995) nghién ctru vé mot ngdi lang
o ctia Pong Nai (bao gom cac xa An Hoa, Long Hung va mot phan cac xa Phuéc Tén,
Tam Phuoc, thude huyén Long Thanh). Tac gia da st dung phu:ong phap nghién ctru lién
nganh, nghién ctru nhimg ghi chép ti mi cua noéng dan ¢ lang Bén G (xi Hoa Hung),
nhitng béo cdo cta Mit tran to quéc két hop voi tu liéu dién da, dé phac hoa lich st xa
hoi ciia mot ng01 lang nho & mlen Nam du6i nhiéu khia canh. Dau tién 1a vé sinh thai hoc
ctia viing Dong Nai “Hoa Hung nam tlep giap gitra thém phu sa ¢b va thém song hién dai.
bi doc doan duong nhwa cua xd, cho dén cho Ben Gd, nha ctra van ken sit, chen chuc
nhau, hinh nhu dit chat nguoi dong, that ra chi can di sau vao hai bén dudng moi bén
khoang 10m 13 d& c6 nhitng nha véi vuon rong, ciy trai xum xué...”?” Ong dic biét chi y
md ta va phan tich ti mi vé nhiing ngudi néng dan & An Hoa “ngoai chuyén 1am ruong

22 Huynh Lira (1987), Tai liéu da dan, tr.44.

2 Huynh Lira (1987), Tai liéu da dan, tr.48.

24 Huynh Lira (1987), Tai liéu da dan, tr.55.

25 Huynh Lira (1987), Tai liéu da dan, tr.51.

26 Huynh Lira (1987), Tai liéu da dan, tr.57.

27 Diep Pinh Hoa (1995), Lang Bén G xua va nay, Nxb Ddng Nai, tr.26.
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con ké hop 1am nhiéu nghé khac tuy theo hoan canh va Von liéng cia timng nguoi: mo
thém ctra hang, dich vu, budn ban nho, nudi ca, trdng ring, trong cay an qua, trong kiéng,
1am cac nghé thu cong 1am gach, nudi trau bo, nudi vit, 1am cic nghé song nuoc (...). Ho
1am 4n c6 tinh toan mong c6 dugc hiéu qua thiét thue, chir khong phai chi cot thu duoc
hat thoc voi bat cr gia na0”%. Ong con mod ta mot ap cu thé trén cac mat dan so tinh
trang kinh té chi theo ty 1&: nghéo, trung binh, kh4, vé tinh hinh rudng dit cta ho, vé mot
ngudi noéng dan dién hinh vuot khé 6ng Tam Cu, tén that Huynh Vin Ding sinh nim
1937 ¢6 tdm ngudi con, 1am 6200m2 rudng, ¢ ao ca rong 2000m22°. Nghién ciru nhiing
tru’b’ng hop cu thé dé tac gia khai quat 1én chan dung ngudi noéng dan lang Bén Gd 1a

“nang dong, thao vat, noi chung déu c6 trinh d6, ham hoc héi, wa thich k§ thuit mai”®.
Vé sinh thai nhan vin 6ng dé cap dén tam thirc cong dong: tinh ty tri va tinh doan két &
Bén Go. Tac gia cling xem xét dén mang luéi van héa nhu hé thong dinh (dinh Tan
Hung, dinh Phuéc Hoi, dinh An Xuan, dinh An Hoa), chua (chua Bdo An, chua Long
Bao), miéu (miéu Ba Khoanh, miéu Ba My, miéu Ba Mu Trdi), nha thd ho (ho Tran), cac
ton giao (Cong gido, Tin Lanh, Cao Dai), phong tuc tap quan trong cudi hoi, ma chay.
Cac to chtrc xa hoi bao gom: Hoi huong voi 35 chirc vi (cho dén nam 1993 — t6 chirc xa
hoi ¢6 truyén)3!, Hoi dong nhan dan, Mat trén t6 quéc, cac hoi doan, t6 chirc chinh quyen
xd. Di¢p Dinh Hoa dé nghién ciru vé moi mit cua lang, cung cap mot bire tranh tong thé
vé lich sir hinh thanh va phat trién lang tir khi méi 1ap lang (thé ky XVII) dén thoi ky hién
nay (1993) trén ca hai thé gigi vat chat va tinh than ctia nhitng ngudi dan lang.

Choi Byung Wook (2011), Viing dat Nam Bé duwéi triéu Minh Mang 1 cong trinh
c6 khung khong gian va thoi gian hep va cu thé, tiép can dudi goc do: cac chinh sach cua
triéu dinh trung wong va phan tng cia dia phuong, qua qua trinh chuyén bién vé chinh
tri, hanh chinh va nhitng nét dic thu vé lich sir, vin hoa, kinh té, dan cu. Cudn sach gom
hai phan chinh cé lién quan voi nhau: qua trinh van hanh va cic dic diém céu trac cua
vung dit Nam Bo trong nira dau thé ky XIX. Phan I “Chinh quyén dia phuong va sy tiéu
vong clia nd” tac gia dé cap dén qua trinh hinh thanh ving dat Gia Pinh dugc dua trén di
san va nhitng diéu kién: Thai d6 rong lugng, bao dung va thuyet phuc ctiia Nguyén Anh
dbi véi cac thanh phan, ting 16p xd hoi khac nhau, cic sic toc va nhimg nguoi tinh
nguyen ngoai quéc (Xiém, Hoa, Phap), tao nén mot loi thé va 1a mot nhan t6 quan trong
dan dén thang loi cia Nguyén Anh®. Tac gia ciing phan tich ky vé ta quan, Tong trin
thanh Gia Pinh Lé Vin Duyét di gy co do ¢ Gia Pinh bang viéc dua chu yéu vao nhitng
con ngudi ban dia. Phan II, tic gia phan tich tac dong hé qua cua nhimg chinh moi cua
vua Minh Mang trén ba binh dién: van hoa, dbi ngoai va kinh té. Tac gia da nghién ctru ti
mi nén tang dia-xa hoi, dia-van hoa cia Nam B0 dé dua dén két luan: Diéu kién thién
nhién uvu déi va chinh sach “thoang” cua triéu dinh dua dén viéc dinh hinh con nguoi
Nam B¢ “va ty do thodi mai, thd o vdi con duong si hoan, hoc hanh dé lam quan nhung

28 Digp Dinh Hoa (1995), Tai liéu da dan, tr.132.

29 Digp Pinh Hoa (1995), Tai liéu da dan, tr.141-142.

30 Digp Pinh Hoa (1995), Tai lidu da dan, tr.146.

31 Xem thém Diép Pinh Hoa (1995), Tai liéu da dan, tr.249.

32 Choi Byung Wook (2011), Ving ddt Nam B¢ duéi triéu Minh Mang, Nxb Thé giéi, Ha Noi.
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lai chdm cha siéng ning vao cac hoat dong kinh té 1am an budn ban, nép sdng hdn nhién
thé moc”3. Choi Byung Wook ciing phén tich nhirng dic trung va cac quan diém, chinh
sach kinh té cua nha nuée thoi Minh Mang dbi v6i Nam B6 qua cong cude dac dién,
phuong thirc chiém hitu, canh tac, quyén so htru ruong dat da tao diéu kién cho sy phat
trién cua ché do tu hiru 16n va giai cap dia chii 16n hinh thanh. Cong trinh da phac hoa
kha chan that v6i chan dung cua vi vua Minh Mang “con nguoi thong minh, sdc sao,
quan tdm nghién ctru dén nhitng cai méi, nhitng hién twong canh tan trong cac quéc gia
trén thé gidi va trong khu vire, nghiém tac xem xet nhing y kién Ve cai cach ctia cac tricu
than. Tuy nhién, thuc té 13 vi hoang dé dy ning dong nay (...) van chi tung hoanh trong
mot vong kim ¢6 chat hep va xo cung, d6 1a ché do phong kién nha nudc quan lai trong
giai doan hau mo hinh (...)”**. Choi Byung Wook da gidi han thoi gian va khong gian
nghién ctru cu thé didu d6 cho phép tac gia nghién ctru sau toan canh ving dat Nam Bo
tai mot thoi diém cy thé - triéu Minh Mang (1820-1841).

Cong trinh Bitc tranh kinh té Viét Nam thé ky 17 va 18 - nguyén vin tiéng
Phap Tableau économique du Vietnam aux XVIIe et XVIIle siécles cua Nguyén Thanh
Nha (1928-2008) (la gi4o su kinh té hoc Dai hoc Paris 1 (Sorbonne-Panthéon) do Nguyén
Nghi dich, di phac hoa lai béi canh kinh té - x4 hoi Pang Trong theo hudng tiép can lich
sir xa hoi. Tac gia Nguyen Thanh Nhi mé ta nhimg linh vuc chi yéu cua nén kinh té x3
hoi thoi 4y, tir nhitg bién doi trong néng nghiép (hoat dong nong nghiép va phi nong
nghiép) cho dén su phat trién cta kién tric thuong tang d6 thi va thuong mai (hoat dong
do thi, noi thuong va ngoai thuong), dé di dén nhimg nhan dinh quan trong, kha di soi roi
y nghia cho mot thuc té co nhiéu twong tac kho phan dinh, tham chi d6i nghich nhau.

O phan mo dau cudn sach, sau khi néu 1én tinh chat bién dong, bat thudng cua thoi
ky nay, tac gia viét: “Nhung nhiéu khi hira hen vé mot budi binh minh méi lai 16 1én
trong mot bau khong khi cing thang tot dinh. Mot trat tu 6n dinh hon, d& séng hon trén
nhirng nén méng da duogc dit ra trong bio td ¢6 thé ra doi tir mot chudi nhitng x4o tron va
khing hoang tram trong”. D6 1a nhitng chuyén bién ma Gaston Leduc goi 1 “nhiing hoat
dong mang tinh chat chu yéu tién tu ban chu nghia” (Loi twa): sy mé rong lanh thd va tac
dong tich cuc ciia no - mot “ngd thoat” cho dong luc dan s0; 1a nén kinh té hang héa va
tién té ngay cang ch1em vu thé voi nén nong nghiép dugc thuc day theo hudng chuyén
biét hoa phuc vu xudt khau va thu cong nghiép phat trién c6 xu hudng tach khoi nong
nghiép dé thanh mot nganh doc 1ap, cing véi su gia ting luu thong thuy - bo va sé lugng
ddng tién luu hanh; 13 giao dich véi nudce ngoai phat trién, giao dich nodi dia duoc td chire
thanh mang luéi rong 16n, day dac voi nhiéu cho va trung tdm mua ban maoi xuét hién; la
su d6i mai cua d6 thi tao thuan loi cho sy hinh thanh cta téng 16p thi dan...

Tuy nhién, nhitng budc tién nay lai gip phai can ngai mot khi cic nguén luc phai
don vao muc tiéu phi san xuat va ganh ning tai chinh cta chién tranh khién nha nuéc &
ca Pang Ngoai 1an Pang Trong phai can thiép vao cac vu lam &n ca nhan... Va do vay,
tac gia két luan: “Suc ep ddi moi dé théy nhat von tao nén tinh doc ddo cua dién mao

33 Choi Byung Wook (2011), Tai liéu da dan, tr.15.
34 Choi Byung Wook (2011), Tai liéu da dan, tr.15.
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kinh t& va xd hoi cua thé ky 17 va 18 da khong thyuc hién duoc nhitng bién d6i co ciu that
su” (NV nhdn manh) va chinh triéu dai TAy Son sau d6 s& thio bo cac rao can nay dé mo
ra vién canh vé mot da phat trién méi cua kinh té trong mot dat nudc théng nhat.

Duéi goc nhin lich st xd hoi hay lich st kinh té thoi ky “nhon nhao, rdi ren va
ddm mau nhat” cua lich sir Viét Nam véi su suy tan ctia nha Lé, cudc chién Trinh -
Nguyén phan tranh (Dang Ngoai - Dang Trong)” lai an chtra mot twong lai lac quan hon
noi Pang trong véi “nhing bién chuyén cia cic co so nong thon, su phat trién cua
thuong tang do thi va thuong mai”3®

Két lugn:

Lich sir x4 hoi chi that su ra doi va phat trién trong nhitng thap nién 1960 nhung da
ké thira _phuong phap nghién ctru lién nganh cua khoa hoc xa hoi, pham vi nghién ciru
rong, dbi tuong nghién ctru da dang dap ung dugc yéu cau phan anh xi hoi loai ngudi
dang ngay cang phat trién theo chiéu hudng da dang, nén lich sir x3 hoi hién 13 chuyén
nganh phat nhanh trong khoa hoc lich sir. Lich st xa hoi dé dong vai tro quan trong trong
viéc noi 1én tiéng ndi cua nhitng con ngudi “bén dudi” “bén 1&” xa hoi von bi lang quén
trong lich st chinh tri hay lich sir ngoai giao. Nhitng nghién ctru “lich st tr bén dudi”,
“lich st vi m6”, “lich str xa hoi” gitp khoa hoc lich st ngay cang tiém tién hon véi su
that lich su, tai hién lai nhitng “manh nhé” cuia lich st thuong bi “16” trong lich str chinh
thdng, 1am cho lich sir kho khan, thiéu tinh thuyét phuc. O Viét Nam, dé tai nghién ctru
theo huéng lich sir xa hoi 1a v6 cung, 13 “manh dat mau m& nhung chua dugc nhiéu
ngudi khai pha”. Mot sd cong trinh nghién ctru lich st Viét Nam theo hudng tiép can xa
hoi d3 goi md cho chung ta vé nhitng dé tai nghién ctru lich sir x4 hoi, phong pht va da
dang.
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